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tcry in it. To confefs the truth, I 
mean to compliment myfelf; and I 
know not how to do it more efFedtu- 
ally, than by thus fignifying to my 
readers, that in the condu(9; of this 
work, I have not been thought un^ 
worthy of your correfpondence, 

I am 9 
SIR, 

Tour Moji Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

ADAM. FITZrADAM. 
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To Mr. FiTz-Ai>AM. 

TH £ R £ are very few cmplOTments which 
require a greater degree of care and cir- 
cumff^ediiion than that of conducting a 
Sublic paper. . Double meanings are io much the 
elight of all converfations, diat people feldom 
chuie to take things in their obvious fenfe ; but 
are putting words and fentenees to the torture, to 
force confeffions from them which their authops 
never meant, or if they had, would have deferved 
a whipping for. 

For this reafon I take all the pains I can to 
be underftood but one way. And indeed, were 
I to publifh nothing in thefe papers, but what I 
write myfelf, I fhould be very little apprehenfive 
of double conftruftions. But, it feems, I Have 
not been fufficiently guarded againft the fub* 
tilties of my correfpondents. Amanda's letter 
in my laft paper has been difcovered to be a 
maniteft defign to remove the lace trade from 
Lrudgate-hill to Duke's-court. Some people 
make nq confcience of declaring that I am the 
A 3 author 
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by which they expel him their community : and 
t4idii^ he may continue to profefs the opinions 
of Quakerifm, they look upon him to be no^ 
member of their church, and no otherwife a 
brother, than as every man is defcended from 
one common father. 

I MAKE no doubt but that the Quakers haver 
copied this piece of policy from the ladies : but 
as moft copies are obferved to fall (hort of the 
fpirit €>f their originals, this induftrious, prudent 
and opulent fet of people will, I hope, excufc 
me, if I prefer a firft and finifhed defign to an 
imperfetl imitation of it. 
,.The Quakers have never, that I know of, 
e;xcommunicated a member for one fin^e feilure ; 
nor upon frequent repetitions of it.hanre they 
fo driven bim from the commerce of mankind, as 
tp make him defpcrate in vice, or to kill him with^ 
(kfpair. How nobly fevere are the ladies to the' 
i^pollates from purity ! To be once frail, is for- 
ever to be infamous. A fall from virtue, h9w- 
evtr circumftanced, or however repented of, can^ 
admit of no extenuation. They look upon tho 
offender and the offence with equal deteilation ;.> 
and poftpone bufinefs, nay, even plesdiire itfelf^* 
for the great duty of detra<^ion, and for coniign^r 
ing to perpetual infamy a fifter who has diiho^ 
noured them. » 

This fettled and unalterable hatred of im- 
purity cannot be fufficiently admir^, if it be 
confidered how delicately the bofoms ;which' 
harbour it are formed, and how eafy it is to 
move them to pity and compaffion in all other* 
inftances : efpecially if we add to this con-, 
fideration, its having force enough to tear up- 

by 
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by the roots thofe fincere and tender friendfhips, 
which all handfome women, in a ftate of virtue, 
are fo well known to feel for one another. 

Nothing can fo ftronglyfConvince me of the 
truth of thefe femde friexidfhips, as the argu- 
ments wb^ch ihallow and fuperficial men have 
thought proper to bring againft them. Thejr 
tell us that no handfome woman ever faid a civil 
thing of one as handfome as herfelf : but, on the 
contrary, that it is always the delight of both to 
lefien tne beauty and to detract from the reputa* 
tions of each other. 

Admitting the accufation ta be true, how 
cafy is it to fee through the good-natured difguife 
of this behaviour ? Thefe generous young crea- 
tures are fo apprehenfive for their compajuonSy 
that they deny them beauty in order to fecure 
them from the attempts of libertines. They 
know that the principal ornament, of beauty i& 
virtue ; and that without both a lady is feldom 
in danger of an obftinate purfuit : for which rea- 
fon they very prudently deny her the poffeflioft 
of either. The lady thus obliged, is (Joing in 
return the iameagreeable fervice to her beautiful 
acquaintance ^ and is wondering what the men 
can fee in fuch trifling x:reatuf es to be evea 
tolerably civil to them.. Thus under the ap-- 
pearance of envy and ill-nature, tbey maintain, 
inviolable friendfbips, and live in a mutual in- 
tercourfe of the kindefl ofSuces^ Nay, to fuch. 
a pitch of enthufialm have thefe friendihips been 
{bmetimes carried,, that I have known a lady to 
be under no apprehenfions. for herfetf, though 
purfued by half the rakes ia the town, who has- 
abfolutely fainted away at feeing one of thefe 
A 5 t rakes 
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rakes only pla^g' with the feii of her handfome 
iriend. 

The feme difcreet behaviour ii obferved by 
almoft every hidy in her affairs with a man. If 
file would exprefs her approbation of him,- 
the phrafe is, *' What a ridiculous animal !** 
When approbation is grown into love, it is, 
*« Lord, how I deteft him !" But whenflierifes 
to a folcmn declaration of, '* TU die a thoufarid 
*' deaths rather than give him my confent," 
we are then fure that the fettlements are draw- 
ing, or that ihe has packed up her clothes, and 
intends leaping into his arms without any cere- 
mony whatfoever. 

There may poffibly be cavillers at this beha- 
viour of the ladies, as well as unbelievers in fe- 
male friendfliip ; but I dare venture to affirm that 
every man will honour them for their extraordi- 
nary civilities and good humour to the feducers 
<»f their fex. Should a lady objeft to the compa- 
ny of fuch men, it would naturally be faid that 
fee fufpeifted her own virtue, and was confcious 
6f carrying paffions about her, which were in 
danger of being kindled into flames by every 
fpark of temptation. And this ifi the obvious 
reafon why the ladies arie to particularly obliging 
to th«fe gentlemen both in public and private. 
Thofe gentle fouls, indeed, who have the purity 
of their fex more at heart than the reft, may 
good-naturedly intend to make converts of their 
betrayers 5 but I cannot help thinking that the 
meetings upon thefe occafions fhould be in the 
prefence of a third perfon : for men are fome- 
times fo obfKnate in their errors, and are able 
to defend them with fo much fophiftry, that for 
I want 
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want of'tbe interpofttion of this third per(bn, a 
lady may be fo puszled as to become a convert 
to tbofe very opinions which (he came on pur* 
pofe to confute. 

It is very remaFkable, that a lady fo con- 
verted is extremely apt, in her own mind, tocom'-* 
paffionate thofe deludied wretches, whom a little 
ttefore (he perfecuted' with fo much rigour. But 
it is alfo to be pemarked, that this foftnefs in her 
nature is only the confequence of her depravity : 
for while a lady continues as jhe JhouH he^ it is 
impoffifole for her to feel the leaft approaches of 
pity for one who is otherwife. 

Numb. 54, Thursday, Jan. 10, 1754. 

^ Hoc tHfuum ift aucupium — r- 
Poftremo imperavi ^garnet mihi 
Omnia affentari. If qumjim nunc eji multo ubgr^ 
rimus, 

Ter, 

TH A T an eflay on hbarbrs has not been 
given us by tne writers of the laft age, is 
to be accounted for from the fame reafons that 
the ancients have left us no treatife on tobacco- 
nafts or fugar-planfiers. The world is continually 
changing by the two great principles of revolution 
and difcovery : as Siefe produce novelty, they 
furniih the bafis of our fpeculations. 

The pride of our anceftors diftinguifhed 
them from the vulgar, by the dignity of ta- 

A 6 CITURNJTY. 
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CITURNITY. If we confult old pidures, we 
ihall find (fuitable to the drefs of the times) 
the be^rd xut, and the features con^pofed to 
that ' gravity and folemnity of afped^, which 
was .to denote wifdom and importance. In 
that admirable play of Ben Johnfon's, which, 
through the capacity and induftry of its reviver, 
h^s lately fo well entertained the town, I mean. 
Every man in his humour, a country, fquire 
fets up for. high-breeding, by refolving to be 
^' proud,' ineiancholy and gentlemanlike." la 
the man of birth or bufmefs, silence was the 
note of wifdom and diftin<SUoA -, and the haugh- 
ty peerefs then, would no more vouchfafe to 
talk to her equals, than ihe will now to her 
inferiors. 

In thofe times, when talking was the 
province only of the vulgar 6r hireling, fools 
and jefters were the ufual retainers in great 
families 5 but now, fo total is the revolution, 
voices are become a mere drug, and will fetch 
no money at all, except in the fingte infbuiceof 
an eled^ion. Riches, birth and honours, aflert 
their privileges by the oppoflte quality to si- 
XENCE ; infomuch, that many of the great 
eftates and manfioiy-houfes in this kingdom, 
ieem at prelent tp be held by the tenure of 
perpetual talkjng. Fools, aiad jeflers muft 
be ufelefs in families, where the mafter is no 
more afhamed of expofing his. wit at his table to 
his guefls and fervants, than his dcunkennefs 
to his conftituents. This revolution has ob- 
tained fo generally all over Europe, that at this 
day a little dwarf*^ of the king of: Poland, who 
"creeps out after dinner from under the trees 

of 
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of the cleflert, and utters impertinencies to every 
man at table, is talked of at other courts as a 
iingularity. 

Happy . was it for the poor talkers of 
thofe days that fo great a revolution was brought 
about by degrees ; for though I can conceive 
it eafy enough to turn the writers at Con* 
ftantinople into printers, and believe it poi&ble 
to make a chimney-fweeper a miller, a tallow* 
chandler a perfumer, a gamefter a politician, a 
fine-lady a ftock-jobber, or a blockhead a con** 
noifleur, I can have no idea of fo ftrange a 
metamorphofis as that of a talker into a 
HEARER. That HEARERS, howevcr, have 
arifen in later times to anfwer in fome degree 
the demand for them, is apparent from the 
numbers of them which are to be found in moft 
families, under the various denominations of 
coufin, humble-companion, chaplain, led-cap^ 
tain, toad-eater, &c. But though each of thefe 
charadlers frequently officiates in the poft of 
HEARER, it will be a great miftake if a hearer 
ihould imstgine he may ever interfere in any 
of their departments. When the toad-eater 
opens in praife of mufty venifon, or a greafy 
ragout; when the led-captain and chaplain 
commend prickt-wine, or any other liquors, fuch 
as the French call Chajfe^coujin^ the hearer 
muft fubmit to be poifoned with filence. When 
the coufin is appealed to for the length of a fc x^* 
chafe, and out-lies his patron ; when the fquire 
of the fens declares he has no dirt near his houfe, 
and the coufin fwears it is a hard gravel for five 
miles rouod ^ or when tho hill-improver afiert$ 

that 



i6 THE WORLD. N^sf. 

tkn firom no odicr feofatioo thjo dm wfakk tke 
TAI.KEK oanununkaccs mrougib the car. 

A HM.AMLLK tiKictbfe muft HOC hare the 
fidgets : he muft ooc fbrt if he hevs a door dap^ 
a gun go off, or a cry of murder. He muft 
not (niiJFwith his iK^hls if he finell fire; be> 
canfey though he ibould Uve the houfe bj it, 
he will be as ill rewarded as Caflaodra for her 
endeavours to prevent the flames of Tioy, or 
Gulliver for exdnguilhing diole of Lilliput. 

There are many more hints which I fhould 
be defirous of communicatiDg for the benefit of 
banners, if I was not afraid of maidng - my 
paper too long to be properly read and con- 
fidlered within the compafs of a week, in which 
the greateft part of every morning is necefiarily 
dedicated to mercers, milliners, hair-cutters, 
voters, levees, lotteries, lounges, &c. I Ihall 
therefore fay a word or two to the talkers^ 
and haften to a conclufion. 

And here it would be very impertinent, and 
going much out of the way, were I te interfere 
in the juft rights which thefe gentlemen have 
over their own officers and domeilics. I would 
only recommend to them, when they come into 
other company, to confider that it is expeded 
the talk of the day fhould be proportioned among 
them in degrees, according to the acres they 
feverally poflefs, or the number of fbrs annexed 
to their names in the lift printed from the public 
funds : that hearing is an involuntary tribute, 
which is paid, like other taxes, with a relu(5lance 
increafing in proportion to the riches of the 
pcrfon taxed : t^at it is a falfe argument for 
a TALKER to fay to a jaded audience he will 
5 tell 
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tell a ftory Aat is true, great, or erftellent; 
for when a man has eat of the firft and fecond 
courfe till he is full to the throat, you tempt 
him in vain at the third, by aflfuring him the 
plate you offer is one of the beft entremets Ls 
Grange ever made. 

Numb. 55. Thursday, Jam 17, 1754. 
■ ■ > ^^ExtinStus amabitur. H0R9 

To Mr. Fitz«Adam. 

Sir, 

I AM one of thofe benevolent perfons, who 
having no land of their own, and not being 
free of any one corporation, like true citizens 
of the world, turn all their thoughts to the gooi 
of the public, and are known by the general 
name of projeftors. All the good I ever did or 
thought of, was for the public. My fole anxi- 
ety has been for the fecurity, health, revenue 
and credit of the public : nor did I ever think of 
paying any debts in my whole life, except thoftf 
of the public. This public fpirit, you already 
fuppofe, has been moil- amply rewarded ; and 
perhaps fufpe£t that I am going to trouble you 
with an oftentatious boaft of the public money I 
have touched ; or that I am devifmg fome artful 
evafion of an enquiry into the method by which 
I amafTed it. On the contrary, I muft aflure 
you that I have carried annually the fruits of 
twelve months deep thought to the treafury, pay- 
office. 
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office, and . vi^hialling-offioe, wtchont havine 
brought firoin any one of thofe places the leaft 
xetum of treafure, pay or viftuals. At the ad*» 
miralty the porters can read the longitude in 
my oight-gQwn, as plainly as if- the plaid was 
i«^orked into the letters ot that word.. And I 
have had the mortification to fee a man with 
th^ diiUeft proge£t ia the world admitted to the 
board, with no other preference than that of 
being a ftranger, while I have been kept (hiver- 
ing in the court. 

. After this (hort hiftory of myfelf^ it is time 
I fhould communicate the proje<ft I have to pro- 
pofe for your.partxcukrGanfiiKiatiQn. 

My propofal is, that a new office be ere<9:ed 
in this metropolis, and called the EXTiNdui8H- 
nfO: aPFi^^Bk in' expiaihixig the nature, of thfe 
eFfiCE, I ihall endeavour to convince you of 
ib extraordinary utility : and that the fcope and 
intent of it may be perfe(ftly underftood, I bejf 
leave to be indulged in making a- few philofb-* 
pbical isemarks;*. 

TuBKE is no. ob&rvation more jufl op Gom« 
mon in experience^ than that every thing ex-* 
cellent in natiure or art, has a certain fixed 
point of perfeSion, proper to itfelf, which it 
cannot tranfgrefs without loCng much of its 
fteautjr^ or acquiring fbme Uemim. 

The period which time puts. to all mortal things, 
is brought about by an imperceptible decay : and 
whatever is once paft the crifis of maturity, af- 
fords only the melancholy profpeft of being im- 
paired hourly, and of advancing through the de- 
grees of aggravated deformity to its diflblution. 

We inconfiderately bewail a great manj^ 
whom death has taken off, as we fay, in the 

bloom 
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bhxsn^of fais glory; xnd jret confefs it' wouldf 
have been happier for Priam^ HaBnibal, fonh^ 
pey and -the duke of Marlborough, . if fate had 
put an earlier period to their lives. 

In5T£AJ> of quoting a multitude of latin 
vtefes, I refer you. to that pact of the tenlii (ktire 
of Juvenal^, which treals. of longevity : biit I 
mnftdsfire particularly ta remind your, of the- foU 
Iowingpfl^[aige>. ;> 

Prwida ffompew dubrat Campania feires 
Qptatadar^-^''-^ 

••.'L.. A. .. ■-. .■■ . .. K ■ .;• . .' ■ / 
leisrto^a mtanKnAo^A OA 'th^.tmk ;afi dii^ 
j[^Mig9< idiat- -I W9e tkel giiuMKiir tiundgfat : whxiB 
OMT onltorail t}xe faraisL of • a' pi<3§e£)m ; annl i 
ioaht hoA, iiP 1' couhik once eflablifli the ovfici^ 
in queffiotf^ of being abk. to flrihe out fiom tbia 
kint a certain method of- pra6lice. that woujd be 
as. beneficial toi mankind, as it would; be new 
atfd excuaoj^injUy . . 

It has been the ufual cuftom, when old 
Oeitcrab hatie worn out their biodiea by. the toils 
of many glotiiDus' campaigns. Beauties their com-* 
plexions- by the. fatigues of exhibiting their per-i 
fans, or Patriots, their conftitutions by the heat 
of the houiby ta iend them to fome purer aic 
abnoad, <»* to Keniington GraveL-p(it& at home :: 
but as there: is nothing fb juftly- to be dsneaded 
a& the chance- of furviving gooa fame, lam fdc 
ijbnding all fuch perfons m the zenith of their 
glory to the fens in EfTex. 

As it is with man himfelf, fo likewife (halt 
we find it with every thing that proceeds frox» 

him. 
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Tnight the languidi, pale and putrid flames of a 
-whole Afth a£t be cxtinguishbd by the efta^ 
'blifliment of fuch an office. 

In applying it to epic poetry, I could not but 
felicitate the author of the Iliad. The bxtin- 
«GUISHCR -of the i^Yieid deferves the liighefi 
encomiumsi— Happy Virgil I but O witetched 
-Milton! more unhappy in the blindnefs of thy 
commentators, than in- thy -own! who, -to' thy 
eternal difgrace, would prcfcrve tiiy two c6n- 
-cluding lines, with the fame fuperftition with 
which the Gfbers venerate the fnufF of a can- 
dle, and cry out facrilege if you offer to €xtin- 
-guifli it ! 

' I PEROEIVB I flutfl want room to explain my 
•mediod of EXTiNGVisHriiG Talkers in private 
<compani^s ; but that I may not appear to you 
like thofe quacks who boaft of more than they 
can perform, let me convince you that the 
attempt is not impnufticable, by reminding yo% 
■of Apelles^ who ftanding behind one of his 
pidujres, liftened with great patience while a 
ihoemaker was commending the foot; but the 
moment the mechanic was pafling on to the 
-leg, ftept from his hiding place, and extin- 
'GUisHED him at once with the famous proverb 
in ufeat this day, ^^ The ihoemaker muft not 
■« A)br)W)nd*islaft." 

But whenever this office is put into com- 
'miffion, I propofe, for this laft-mentioned 
branch, to take in a proper number of ladies ; 
I mean fuch as drefs in the height of the mode ; 
who being equipped with hoops in the utmoft 
extent of the fafluoDj are always provided with 
■ • ■ • "an 
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,an %xm)roi»»HBU TMly foir immediate ufe; Bjr 
4he application ^tbis^ machine to the abovo-ihfcn^ 
itioaed purpofe, I fiiall have the farther (atisfa£):ioh 
^f vindicating die JKdre6 from the \iii]ii<ft imputa^ 
Jtion cf bearing AokSK 'them any thing "ufelefs. 
sAnid '2ts 'Che Qiin^fe'kn^'gimpb^d^, die ai>- 
cients the load-ftone^-and ifho moderns dfe£h>- 
city, many years before they were applied to the 
benefit of mankfnd^ 'it ^11 not appear ftran'ge if 
a noble 4ife be, at ^length found for the hoof, 
:i»hith: has, to be fure, ttll naWy afforded mefe 
vtBitM: iof Speculation^ ^ 

'1 liow.jEXTiNCiJiiH jnyfelf^.mdam, iir, . 

"tiurrn^ humbkfervantj 

' a.'b. 

, P. S. If the above -projeft meets with your 
approbation, I fhali venture to communicate 
another of a nature • hot very unlike the fore- 
going, and in which the public is at leaft equally 
interefted. 

Galenical medicines, from the quantity 
with -which the patient 'was to be drenched, 
have excited of late years fo univerfal a loathing, 
that-diefaicttky muftliftveUdft all their praftice, 
if they had not 'hit iq)On the method of con- 
crafting the whole force and fpirit of their 
prefcriptions into one chyfnical drop or pill. » 

From this hint I would propofe to ere£t 
•a NEW CHAMBER, v^ith powers to abridge 
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all arts and fciences, hiftory, poetry, oratory, 
jefiays, &c. into the fubftance of a maxim, 
apothegm, fpirit of hiftory, or epigram. And 
as a proof of the practicability of this projed, I 
will make yourfelf the judge, whether your laft 
paper on hearers may not be fully comprized 
in the following four lines. 

Ourjires kept a Fool^ a poor hireling for Jiate^ 
To enliven dull pride with his jejiing and prate : 
Buifajhion capridoujly changing its ruky [fool. 
Now my lord is the wir^ and his hearer the 



Numb. 56. Thursday, Jan, 24, 1754. 

Porre^o jugulo hijlorias^ ^aptivus uty audit. HoR. 

To'Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Caer Caradock, y^w. 16, 1754. 

Sir, 
'VT'OUR paper upon hearers gave me 
X that pleafure which a feries of truths muft 
always afford, to him who can witnefs for every 
one of them. 

I was born and brought up in the princi- 
pality of Wales, which trom tiine immemorial 
muft have been produ£live of the moft thorough- 
bred, feafoned and ftanch heaj^ers, fmce every 
gentleman of that country holds and aflerts 
his right to be a talker by privilege of birth. 
J, would not have you conclude from what 

I have 
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I have faid above, that I am not as good a gcn^* 
tlemaa as the beft (I mean of as good a family) 
though poverty and ill-Fortune have doomed me 
to be for ever a hearer* 

I was left, an orphan in my earlieft years ; 
bat I am not going to trouble you with the 
many misfortunes which conftantly attended me 
to tne age of forty 5 at which time I was a 
fchoolmafter without boys to teach, or bread to 
cat. At this period of ray life I was advifed by 
the parfon of our parifh to go and enter myfeljf 
in fome large and wealthy family to be an 
UKCL£ ; which is a known and common ternt 
in Wales, of like fignification with hearer in 
England ; the duties and requiiite qualifications 
being nearly the fame, as will appear from the 
following (hort inftru^Sions given me by my ad- 
vifer ; viz. Never to open my lips, except for 
jhe well-timed utterance of, indeed ! —furprizing ! 
— prodigious ! — moft amazing ! But tnefe only to 
be ufcd at the proper intervals of the talker's 
fetching his breath, coughing, or at other paufes; 
and the length of the admiration to be always 
adapted to, and particularly never to exceed, 
thejaforefaid intervals. 

But in order to explain the method he took 
tp qiialify me ftill farther, and inure, me to pa- 
tience, 1 muft give you a fliort hiftory of this 
worthy parfon. He was truly, what he was 
called, a good fort of a man ; if charity, friend- 
(hip and good-humour can entitle a man to that 
charafter, I muft not conceal the meannefs of 
his education, in which he difcovered, however, 
fts great a genius as could poiTibly arife out of a 
ftable and a kennel. He was a thorough fportfr 

Vol. IL 3 «^ man. 
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ftian, and fo good a shot, that the kte fquire 
took a fancy to him, made him his conllant 
companion, and gave him the living. But that 
he might not be lofl in ftudy and fermon-i 
making, he contrived to marry him to the daugh- 
ter of the late incumbent, who had been taught 
by her father latin and metaph)rfics, and exer- 
cifed from twelve years old to forty in making 
themes and fermons. As fhe was by nature 
meagre and deformed, by conftitution fretful 
and complaining, by education conceited and 
ddfputatious, by ftudy pale and blear eyed, and 
by habit talkative ana loud, the friendfhip of the 
good parfon fuggefted her as the fitteft perfon in 
the world to exercife my patience for a few 
months, and inure me to the difcipline of my 
future function. In this ftation I made a vaft 
progrefs in a little time ; for I not only heard 
above a thoufand fermons, but the ftrift obfer* 
Vance of my vow of attention having made me a 
favourite, I was complained to whenever any 
thing went amifs in the family, and often fcolded 
ftt for the hufband, whofe office grew into a fine-^ 
cure : infomuch, that if I had not known the 
flucerity and uprightnefs of his heart, I (hould 
have fufpe<fted him of bringing me into his 
faoufe to fupply for him all thofe duties which he 
wanted to be eafed of. But he had no fuch in* 
terefted views ; for as foon as he found his help- 
mate had transfufed into me a neceflary portion 
of patience and long-fuffering, he recommended 
tne to my fortune, giving me, generous mani 
a coat and wig, which formerly himfelf, and be- 
fore him the fquire, haS worn for many years 
upon e?d:raordi»ary days. Having thus cquiprt 
^3 «^e. 
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mc, he icfimics the duties of his family^ where 
he officiates to this day, with true chriiliati 
tefignation. 

My firft recepti<m was at the houfe of a geji- 
lleman, who in the eafly part of his life had foU 
lowed the ftudy of 1)otany, Nature aiid truth 
are fo pleafuig to the miiid of man, that they 
never fatiate^ Alas ! he happ6ned one day to 
tafte, by mifhdce, t root that had been fent him 
from the Indks : it was a moftXubtle poifon, to 
which his experience in Britifh fimples knew 
€\o antidote* Immediately upon his death, a 
neighbouring gentleman who had his eye upon 
me fome time, (ent me an invitation. His dif<^ 
courfe was Upon huibandry; and as he never 
deceived me in any thing but where lie deceived 
himfelf, I heard Him al& with pleafure. 

These 'wei^p therefore my halcyon days, on 
which I always i«efleft with regret and tears. 
How diiFerent were the fucceeding ones, in 
which I have liftened to the tales of old maids 
running over ^ki endlefs lift of lovers they ncvet 
had i of old beaux who boaAed of favours from 
ladies they never faw ; of fenators who narrate* 
the eloquence they never fpoke ! giving me fuch 
a diiguil and naufea to lies, that at length my 
•ears, which were at that time much too quick 
for my office, grew unable to bear them. But 
prudently confidering that I muft either hear ot 
ilarve, 1 invented the following expedient for 
qualifying a lie. While I affented by fome ge- 
fticulation, or motion of the head, eyes, or muf*- 
cles of the face, I refdved to have in refcrve 
fome inward x)^effion of diflent. Of theie I 
B 2 had 
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had various ; but for the fake of brevity, I ftiall 
only trouble you with one. 

A YOUNGER brother, who had ferved abroad 
all his life, as he would frequently tell us, and 
who came unexpectedly to the eftate and caftle 
where he found me with a good charader, 
took fo' kindly to me that he feemed to defirc 
jio other companion; and as a proof of it, ne- 
ver fent to uivite or add to our company any one 
of the. numerous friends he fo often talked of, of 
great rank, bravery and honour, who would 
JKave gone to the end of the world to have fer- 
ved him, I could have loved him too, but for 
one fault. He would lie without meafure or 
difguife. His ufual exaggeration was — and more. 
As thus, ** At the fiege of Monticelli," (a town 
in Italy, as he told us) *' I received in feveral 
** parts of my body three and twenty fhot, and 
*< more. At the battle of Caratha'^ (in Tur- 
key) ** I rode to death eighteen horfes, and 
*' more. With Lodamio, the Bavarian general, 
'* I drank hand to jfift, fix dozen* of hock, and 
** more.** Upon all fuch occafions I inwardly 
anticipated him, by fubftituting in the place of 
his laft two words, die two following-^^r iefs. 
But it fo happened one unfortunate evciiing, as 
he was in the midft of the (harpeft engagement 
ever heard of, in which with his fmgle broad- 
fword he had killed five hundred, and more^ 
that I kept my time more precifely than fdence : 
for unhappily the qualifying or lefs^ which fhould 
have been tacitly fwallowed for the quieting my 
own fpirit, was fo audibly articulated to the in- 
flaming of his, that the moment he heard fub- 

joined 



N** 56. THE WORLD. 29 

joined to his five hundred*-<7r left, the fury of 
his refentment defcended on mv ear with a vio- 
leni blow of his rift. By this flip of my tongue 
I loft my poft in that family, and the hearing 
of my left ear. 

The confequences of this accident gave me 
great apprchenfions for a confiderable time : for 
the flighteft cold afFcding the other ear, I was 
frequently rebuked for mifplacing my marks of 
approbation. But I foon difcovered that it was 
no real misfortune ; for experience convinced 
me, that abfolute filence was of greater eftima- 
tion than the beft- timed fyllable of interruJ)t!on, 
It is to this experience that I ftiall refer you, af- 
ter having recbunted the laft memorable adven« 
ture of my unfortunate hiftory. 

The laft family that received me was fo nu- - 
mcrous in relations and vifitors, that I- found I 
fbould be very little regarded when I Rad worn 
off the charadler of ftranger ; though as fuch, I 
was as eameftly applied to as any high court of 
appeals. For as the force of liquor co-opera- 
ted with the force of blood, they one and all ad^ 
drefled themfelvcs to me to fettle the antiquity 
of their families; vociferating at one and the 
fame time above a fcore of genealogies. This 
was a harder fervice than any I had ever been 
ufed to 5 and the whole weight of the clamour 
falling on my only furviving car, unhappily 
overpowered it, and I became from that inftant- 
totally deaf. 

Had this accident happened a few years*- 

fooner, it would have driven me to defpair: but 

my experience, afluring me that I am now much 

better qualified than ever, gives me an expec- 

B 3 tation, 
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tation of making my fortune : I therefore apply 
to you to recommend me for a hxaker in a 
country where there is better encouragement^ 
and where I doubt not of giving fatisfafiion. 

I SHALL not trouble you with enumerating 
the advantages attending a deaf hsa&sr : it 
will be enough for me to fiiy, that as fuch^ I am 
no longer fubje6l to the danger of aa irrefiftible 
fmile; nor will my fqueamiih diflike to lies 
bring me again into difgrace. I fhall now be 
exempt from the many misfortunes which my 
ungovernable ears have formerly led me into* 
Wba» reproving looks have I had for turning my 
eyes wiien I have heard a bird % againft the 
window^ or the dog and cat quarrelling in a 
corner of the room? How have I been iqMV 
manded, when dete^ed in dividing my attention 
between the flories of my patron, and the brawls 
of bis family ? ^« What had I .«> do with the 
" quarrels of his family ?'* I own the reproof 
was juft ; bi|t I appeal to you, whether any ma» 
who has )u3 ears, can reftrain thera, when a 
quarrel is to be heard, from making it the chief 
obje<5l of his attention ? 

To .conclude. If you ^bferve a talker in 
a la^e company, you never fee him examining 
the ftate of a man's ear : his whole obfervatioi^ 
is upon the eye 5 and if he meet with the wan- 
dering or the vacant eye, he turns away, and in- 
ftantly addreiTes himfelf to another. My eye^ 
were always good ; but as it is notorious that 
ihe privation of fome par^s add ftreneth and 
perfeAion to others, I may boaft that, mice the 
lofs of my e^rs, I found my eyes (which are 
confeiTeJly the principal organs of attention) fo 

ftrong. 
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ftrong, quick and vigilant, that I can without 
vanity offer oiyfelf for as good a hearer as any 
"in Exigland. 

Tours^ &c. . 

NvMB. 57» Thursday, Jan. 31, 1754- 

OF all the paflxons of the human mind, there 
is not one that we allow fo much indul- 
gence to as CONTEMPT. But to determine 
who are the proper objetSb of that paflion, may 
poffibly require a greater degree of fagacity and 
penetration than moft men are mailars of. 
Whoever conforms to the opinion of the world^ 
will often be deceived ; and whoever contradicts 
die opinion pf the world, which I am now 
about to do, will as often be defpifed. But it is 
the duty of a public writer to oppofe popular 
ensort.^ a duty whicb I imppfed upon myfelf at 
the commencement of this work, and which \ 
flvall be ready to perform, as often as I fee ocr 
cafion. 

It is not my prefent intention to treat of in- 
4ividiiak, and the contempt they are apt to en- 
tertain ibr one another : my defign is an exten- 
ixve one ^ it is to refcue no lefs than three large 
bodies of men from the undeferved contempt of 
almoft all the good people of England, and t9 
recommend them to the faid good people for 
their pity and compaifion. The three large bo- 
dies i axil fpeakirig of, and which, coUeftiyely 
confidered, make up at leaft a fourth part of his 
B 4 Ma- 
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Majefty's fubjeSs, are Parsons, Authors, 
and Cuckolds. I ihalt confider each of theft 
clafies in the order in which it ihmds, begin- 
ning with the Parson, as the moft refpe£lable 
of the three. 

AwD though there is no denying that this 
profeffion took its rife from fo exploded a thim 
as religion, the belief of which I do not intend 
to inculcate, having conceived an opinion that 
thefe my lucubrations have admiffion into fami- 
lies too polite for fuch concernments j yet I 
have hopes of fliewing to the fatisfaflion of my 
readers, that a Parson is not abfolutely fo con- 
temptible a charadler as is generally imagined. 

I KNOW it has been urged in his favour, that 
though unfortunately brought up to the trad^ of 
religion, he entertains higher notions in jprJ- 
vate, and neither believes nor pra£tifes what by 
his futi6l;ion he is obliged to teach. But allow;- 
ifig this defence to be a partial* one, and that a 
Parson is really, and to all intents and pur- 
pofes a believer, I do not admit, even in dii^ 
cafe, that he deferves all the contempt that pecf^ 
|>le are inclined to throw upon him ; efpecialiy 
if the extreme narrownefs of his education be 
duly enquired into. 

While the fons of great perfons are indulged' 
by tutors and their mothers maids at home, the 
intended Parson is confined clofely to fchool i 
froth whence he has the misfortune to be ferrt 
direftly to college, where he continues, per- 
haps, half a fcore years, drudging at his courfes, 
and where, for want of money, he may exclaim 
with Milton^ that 

— — £i'«r- 
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--Ever dunngTiAVili 



Sur^imdshimt from the chearful yfAYt§fmen 
Giaoff\ and for the book ofK^oyrLEDOtfairj 
Prefentedwith an univerfdl blank. 

WKich is as much as to fay, that he is totally 
ki the DARK as to what is doing abroad, ana 
that while other- men are going on in the 
CHEARFUL WAYS o{ wenching,., drinking and 

gtming, and. improving their nunds by Mr. 
oyfe*s Book of Ktiow LEDGE, the whole world 
is a BLANK to the poor Parson, who in all 
probability grows old in a country cure, and 
owes to the fquire of the parifh all his know- 
kdge of mankind. ' That fuch a Parson, even 
though he fhould believe every article of chrifti- 
anity, and fhould pra<Stife up to his belief, is not 
in every refpefl: an'objeft of contempt, is really 
my opinion. For though the demonstra- 
tions of a Tindal, a Toland and a Woolfion 
may have reached him at his cure, yet they do* 
not always- appear to be demon stratioksj 
but to thofe whoTead them in town*; and even* 
there, a man nruft have hppt good companyy 
and ' entered thoroughly • into the fafhionable 
amufements (which few Parsons are able ta 
doj before he can • be certain : that they arc. 
demonstrations. 

The Author»^ comes next to be confidercd. 
And here ii imports me to be extremely cautious ; 
left bfeing myfelf an Author,.! betray a par- 
tiality in favour of the fraternity. But whatever 
mankind have agreed to think of an Author, 
hs is not abfolutely and at all times an obje<ft of 
B 5 con- 
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contempt. On the contrary^ if it may be pro- 
ved (which I believe no mail living will de- 
ny) that at the time of his. commeDciog Ac- 
YHOH, bis choice would have led hiia to- tiim 
his hand to bufmefe^ but that be bad nei^ier 
money to buy, nor credit to procure, a ftool, 
bruibes and black-ball ^ I hope 1^ maj be ad- 
mitted among the ob]e£b of compaffioiu A 
queftion indeed may occur, that if ever be bas. 
been fo fortunate as to. have faved three ihillings. 
by his writings, why he has not then fet about 
iuying the above-mentioned implements oC 
trader But, fuppofing bim to have ac<|uired 
£> much wealth, the proverb of ^' Oace a 
*' whore, and always a whore," is lefe fignifi- 
<;ant than *^ Once an Authob^ and always aa 
^.^ Author;" infomuch that a man convicted- 
€)f being a wit is difqualified for bufmefs during 
life ; no city apprentice will truft him with bis< 
(hoes, nor will the poor beau fet a foot upon bis 
fiool, from aa opinion that for want of ucill ia 
l^is calling, his blacking muft be bad^ oc foe 
want of .attention, be. applied to the fiocking in- 
fiead of the iboe. That almoft every Author. 
would chufe to fet up in this buiinefs, if he had 
wherewithal to be^in with,, muft appear very 
f^lainly to all candid obfervers, i^om the natural; 
propenfity which he difcovers towards black^ 

BNING. 

Far be it from me, or any of my brother 
authors, to intend lowering the dignity of the 
gentlemen trading in black-ball, by ntai'- 
. mg them with ourfelves ; we are extremely fen- 
fible of the great diftance there is between us ; 
and it is with envy that we look up to the oc-^ 

cupatioQ 
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cupationof SHOfi-crEANiNG, while we lament 
the feverity of our fortune, in being fentenccd 
to the drudgery of a lefs refpeftable employment,. 
But while we are unhappily excluded from the 
STOOL and brush, it is farely a very hard cafe 
^hat the contempt of the world fhould purfue u^, 
onlv becaufe we are unfortunate. 

I PROCEED laftly to the Cuckold: and I 
hope that it will not be a more difficult taik to 
refcue this gentleman from contempt, than ei- 
ther the Par^ok or the Author. In former 
times indeed, when a lady happened now and 
then to prefer^ particular friend to her hufband, 
it was ufual to hold the faid hufl^and in fome 
little difefteem ; for as women were allowed to 
be the beft judges of men, and as in the 'cafe 
before -us, the wife only preferred one n>an tO' 
another, people were inclined to think that ihe 
bad fome priv-ate reafon for fo doing. But in 
thefe days of freedom, when a lady, inftead of. 
one friend, is civil to one-and-twenty, ,1 *aa^ 
humbly of opinion that her Cuckold is no 
more the obje£b of contempt for fiach a prefe- 
rence, than if he had been robbed' by as many 
highwaymen upoi| Hpulifiow^heath: . Two to 
one, fays the proverb, are odds at foot-ball ; 
and every one in the prefeat cafe ought to 
make proportionable allowance for much greater 
odds. 

But to do honour to Cuckolds, I wiU be 
bold to fay that they ovght oftener to exci% 
envy than cot^tempt. How common is it "for a 
man to owe his fcrt;i:ine to the frailty of hi§ 
wife ? Or though he flbould reap no pecuniary 
'«iiyantage fcom her incoptinency, b^w apii ar^ 
B 6 tha 
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the carcffcs pf a fcore ertwo of lovers to fwee- 
tcn her temper towaxxly Her hu(b'and ? A lady is' 
fometimes apt to pay fo great a regard to her 
chaftity, as ta overlook the virtnes* of meeknefs- 
and forbearance r rob her of that one virtue, 
and you rcffore her to all the reft,, as well as her 
hufband to his quiet. 

BoT waving every thing I have faid,' -there 
ftill remains a- reaibn for holding GtJCKoLDS in* 
citeem ; and*' this is, the regard and veneratioir 
which we owe to ^reat men. If our betters are- 
hot afhamed of being Cuckol]9S, it does^ not 
become their inferiors to treal them with dif-^ 
refpe<Sh * 

' I SHAZ;L clofe Ais pafMsr with o&ferviisg up-- 
^n the three chara£i:ers which! have here en- 
<deavoured to befriehdy that while we are obtigedH 
to the Parson for a Butf, the Author- for 
Abufe, and to the Cuckoi^B' for his Wife, it id- 
the higheft degree of ingratitude to held any one^ 
^f them i» contempt. - 

Numb. 58. Thurs^^ay^ February 7, iJSM- 
To Mr. FiT2-A»AMi 

I HARDILY know a more unfortunate cir- 
cumftance which can happen to a- young 
man, ikan that of being too -handfome : it is ar 
Ihoufand to one ^at in thecourfe ofhis^educa** 
f ion he lofes the very dignity of his fex and na- 
iHre. During his ififancy,* his> father himfetf 
- • ^ will 
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will be too apt to be pleafed with the delicacy o( 
his features ; his mother will be in raptures with 
them ; and every filly woman who vifits in the 
family, will continually lament that mafter wa^ 
not a gitl, ** for what a fine -creature would he 
*•• have made!" If he goes to fchcol, hewillber 
perpetually teized by the nick-name of Mift 
Molly; and, if he has not great refolution, be 
obliged to become the nioft mifchievous imp of 
the whole fraternity, merely to avoid the hardep 
^ imputations of fear and emminacy. When he 
mixes amon^ft men, the ]mperled:ions of his 
education will ftill fKck dofe to him v the bas 
itfelf will hardly cure bim.of fheepiibnefs, or the 
cockade defend him from the appearance of cow-^ 
ardice. His very excellencies (if he has them). 
wilLfeem virtues out of nature j they will be the 
wifdom of a €orn£XIA, or the neroifm of a^ 
SoPHONiSBA. Nay, were we ta fee him mount 
a breach, I am afraid that inftead of thofe noble 
eiJogies and exclamations^ which fliould properly 
attend a hero in fuch circumftances, we Ihould 
only cry out with Mrs. Clerimont in the play, 
•* O the brave pretty creature !" 

Such are the calamities, Mr. Fitz-Adam^ 
which almoft neceflarily attend on mal& beauty ; 
and fo pernicious (bmetimes are its cenfequences^ 
that I have more than once been . tempted to 
wifh fome method could be found ovtt which 
might extirpate it entirely. What ftatefmen^ 
what generals, what prelates may we havje loft^ 
merely by the misfortune of a fine complexion ? 
It IS: with infinite concern that I frequently look 
round me in public aflemblies, and fee fuch num- 
bers of w^l-drefl youths, who might really have 

beea. 
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been of ufe to themfelves, and to mankind) had 
their parents taken the Indian method of mark- 
ing dieir faces to diftinguiih their quality, A&it 
is, their unlucky pedbns have led them aftray* 
into pertnefs and affe^faition, under a notion q€ 
polite»2eis ; and what 6ught to have been fenfb 
and judgment^ is at beft but a genteel tafte im 
trifles, xhoughtiefe man I (have I fcHBetime&. 
£ud to nnielf, when the mdanchdy mood was 
•n j how Dlind is he to futurity ! Little do thefii 
flutterers thinks' while their fuminefs aie dancing 
away in dangling to Ranelagh wiA lady Biddy 
and lady Fannv, that the cold uncomfortabk 
winters of their life muft at laft terminate in prat^ 
tfins fcandal, -and playing at quadrille with lady 
Bri^t,. and lady Frances ! 

* I ■ ■ ■ Their way of Ufe. 
Is fallen int§ thi fear J the ymowkaf: 
jhid ibaty wbicb Jhauli accompany id agij . 
As honour^ lavi^ obedienuy troops offrimdn^^ 
Theymu/i net b$i to bavo. 

Surely, Mr. Fitz*Adam,. the jMreventing fuch. 
misfortunes might very well become your care,, 
if not that of the legiflature^ Every bc^dy knows^ 
that there was a time^ even in. a Roman army^. 
when ^^ aim at their faces " was as dreadful a 
(bund, and attended with* as fatal coniequences^ 
as "keeping your fire" was on a late glorious, 
occafion. N(Sw, though I would by no means 
infinuate that a beau muft be a coward : nay,, 
though the world has fumiihed ua with many ex- 
amples of very finical men who were very great. 
' heroes ^ yet as it might perhaps he bettir^ even. 

in. 
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m time of peace,, tbat men ihould n»t attend fi>> 
entirely to their perfons, I would endeavour to> 
ftrike at the root of the cviU It is, I believe^ 
admitted as a truth in inoculation,, that the part 
where the infertion is made, is ufually the fulleft: 
of any part of die body. I would propofe there-» 
ifore. With regard to our male children,. d)at we 
fiiouid follow the original'Circ^iSan manner^ amd. 
^ aim at their faces."- A general practice of tbi#. 
kind might be extremely uk&A to the ftate r th9 
Uterary world would I am fure be the betier fot 
it; for what mother could be avieifeta honing her 
fcns taught to read,, when, pcrhags the eye-laihes* 
were gone,., and the eyes themfelves no longer 
worth- pre&rvisg ? ConfidepitioAs of thifr fort. 
will I hope induce fome projector by profei&on t9 
undertake the affair, and draw |tp,. what may. 
properly enough be ftiled,. V a fcheme for raiiing: 
** MER for tbe.fervice of the public.!* 

I MUST however do juftice to the fair youtha 
of the prefent a^, by confeffin^ thatmsmy of. 
them iecm conficiou^ of their impeffe&ions ;. 
and, as- far as. their own judgments can dire^ 
them,, take pains ta appear manly. But, alas I: 
tine methods they purfue^ like moft miftaken zp^ 
plications, rather aggravate the calamity.^ Their; 
drinking and raking, only makes. them look like- 
eld maUs.. Their fwearing is almoft as fbocking, 
as it would be in die ^ther (ex.. Their chewing^ 
tobacco not only offends, ^ut rnake^ us appre-^ 
henHve at the iam« time that the poor things- 
will be. fick*. When; they talk, to common wo-^ 
men as they pafs them in tl)e Mall^ they feem as 
much out of chaca^ler as- Mrs. Wbffington in 
Sir Harry WiUaif » making love to Angelica. In 

Ihort,. 
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fliort, every part of their conduA, though per- 
haps well intended, is extremely unnatujral. 
Whereas if they would only fpend half the pains 
in acquiring a little knowledge, and praftiung a 
little decency, we might perhaps he brought t© 
endure them'3 at leaft, we fliould be lefs (hocked 
with their beauty. 

When I look back on what I have written|^ 
I ^m a little afraid, that my ze^l for the public 
may have hurried me too far ; for as we are 
taught to pity natural defe^, we ought to be 
tender eS blaming the errors they occaCon. But 
what flial} we fay, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to another 
fet of animals, whom nature certainly defigned 
for men, and made, as Mr. Pope fays, *• their 
^^ fiuis buBet, and their bo£es buff r Whenthefe 
louts of fix feet high, with the (houlders of por- 
ters,' and the legs of chairmen, affect ^^toUfp^ 
•' and to ambby and t9 niek'name Gods creatures^** 
furely we may laugh at fuch incorrigible ideots. 
The fair youths of a leis gentle deportment, ainr 
at leaft at what they imagine to be manly : but 
thefe dairy-maids in breeches leave their fex be- 
hind them at their firft fetting out, and give up 
the only qualities which they could poffibly be 
admired for. 

Any one who is converfant in the world mufl^ 
have ken numbers of this latter fort-j fome of ' 
them tripping, others lolloping in their gait (if 
I may be allowed fuch expreffions) and many of 
them fo very aftefted, that they cajmot even fee 
with their eyes, but at moft pmker thfou]|h the 
lafhes of them, when they would langmih in» 
public at fome miftrefs of theirs and the whole- 
town's afiedtions. Their voices too have a pe- 
culiar. 
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culiar foCtncfs, and are fcgrce ever raifcd, unlefs 
it be at the play-houf§^ to make an appointment 
for the King's-arms, or to difpatch an orange 
wench on a meflage to a balcony. 

In fhort, Mr. Fitz-Adam, what with natural 
and acquired effeminacy, the prefent age feems 
an age of atFe£lation. The whole head is weak, 
and the whole heart fick. And yet ( Aat I may 
not leave your readers with difagreeable ideas in 
their minds) notwithftanding thefe alantiirig ap- 
pearances, the eye of a philofopher can ftill trace 
out fomething to counterbalance this amazing 
degeneracy. However defperate the vulgar may - 
think our fituation, we, who fee the fervor of 
the torrid zone, fweetly compenfated by copious 
dews and everlafting breezes, and the whole fyf- 
tem of nature admirably adjufied ; we, I fay, fee 
likewife that this human dek& is not left with- 
out Its remedy. However delicate our men arc 
become, we may ftill hope that thp rifmg gene- 
ration will not be totally enervated. The amired 
look, the exalted voice, arid theatrical ftep of 
our modem females, pretty fufficientlv con- 
vince us that there is fomething manly jitill l«ft 
amongft us. So that we may reafonably con- 
clude, though the male and nemale accompliih- 
tnents may be ftrangely fcattered and difpofed of 
between the fexes, yet they will fomc how or 
other be jumbled together in that complicated 
animal, a man and his wife. I am. Sir, 

Tour bumlle fervanty 

S. H. 

Numb. 
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Numb. 59. Thursday, iW/i^, 1754. 
To Mr* Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, " 

IA M a conftant reader of your papers, and- 
congratulate you upon the men of wit you 
ve for your correfpondents. I do not pretend 
to add to the number, and (hall only attempt to 
fumifli you with a few hints, which coniidered 
aod fornijed into order by a writer of your ability, 
may po£bIy be ^odumve of entertainment (at 
leaft) to the pmbUc. 

Your kttfrs upon the modem taik ia gMr« 
dening are, in my judgment, exfielkpi^ in thetv 
lund ; and fo indeed are iboCe upon architeAuie, 
as far as they go: but medtinka you hare not 
carried your obfervations quite far enoi^ ; not 
Iktve ^ou any where remarked dbe 11^ imice m4 
iagratttude with which tbofe worthy patnols am 
treated, who ruin d^ir eftates, or by out tbr 
fortunes of their younger children on their feala 
and rilla't,, to tlie gte^ embelliibment of this 
kingdom, which (if it is not already one great 
and complete garden) contains at leafb more 
fimiptuous country-houfes, parks, gardens, tern- 

fles and buildings, than all the reft of Europe, 
f you are in danger of lofing yourfelf on the 
vaft and dreary waftes of fome comfortlefs heathy 
and are direfied on your courfe by a friendly 
beacon of prodigious height, you are told that 
this is fuch a gentleman's Fqli,y. The muni- 
ficence 
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ficence of a man of tafte raifes at an immoderate- 
expence a column or turret in his garden, for no 
other purpofe than the generous one of giving 
delight and wonder to travellers ; and the un- 
grateful public calls it his Folly, Nay, were 
her late majefty queen Anne, of pious memor-^^ 
to reign again, and fifty new churches to ie 
really built, I doubt if in this diflbJute age> this 
alfo might not be called her Majefty's Folly. 

But notwithftahding thefe difcouragements^ 
I am daily entertained with new beauties -, and 
it is with great impatience ths^ I wait the com- 
pletion of a Chiniefe temple^ now rifing on the 
top of a vfsry ekeant villa upon the road fide^ 
near Brumpton.. I have often too, with great 
^itisfa^oa, beheld a ftru^re ot, tUs kind, oa 
the top of a very handib^ie gref RrlMHt(e^ now m 
the pofleffionofa noble foreigner at Turnium- 
green \ wbkh, as I am iofonmd, is a matter ^ 
^reait curiofity to his eountr3mKn wbo firequeiK 
m ; nothing of this fort being to be net vrith ixk 
the environs of Ptaris, or ineeed of Pekih idelf> 
or in any country but this. A moft ma}eflic 
peacock, as big as the life, on tibe fpindk of a 
weather-cock, adds alfo to its merit ; which witlif* 
all the beauty of the bird itfelf, hi^ not its di£- 
agreeable vociferous quality ; and though it doe& 
not foretell by its noife a change in the weather^ 
it inforitis you with more certainty of the varia- 
tion of the wind. 

I AM fomewhat of an invalid 5 and being fen- 
fible how much exercife conduces to health, I 
feldom fail, when the weather does not allow 
me the ufe of my phyitcian, a trotting horfe, to 
take a flurry (as it is elegantly called) in a hack-^ 

nc y 
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ney-coach ; which affords cxercifc to the imagi^ 
nation a» well as the body, and creates thinking 
(if I may be allowed the expreffion) as much as 
it does an appetite. The air of bufinefs in the 
crowds that are conftantly paffing ; the variety 
of the equipages, and the new and extraordinary 
fights, that uill prefent themfelves in this great 
metropolis, the center of trade, induftry and in- 
vention, fill my mind with ideas, which if they 
do not always mftrut^, at leaft amufe me. 

r TAKE great pleafure in guefTing at the ranks 
and profeffions o^ men by their appearance ; and 
though I may now and then be miftaken, yet I 
am generally in the right. Once indeed I mif- 
tck>k a right reverend divine, on the other fide 
Temple-oar, for a Jew, till the mitre on his 
coach convinced me c^ my error y as I alfo did a 
Jewj by the decorations on his chariot, for a peer 
o§ the realm. And indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
' fince the herald's-office has fufpended its autho-o 
rity, it is furprifing what liberties are taken with 
the arms of the firit families in the kingdom ; in- 
fomuch that a man muft have a quick eye who 
can diftinguiih between the pillars, flower-pots 
and other inventions of the curious painter, and 
the fupportars of the nobility. But what moft 
of all perplex me are the ornaments, after the 
Chineie manner, over the arms by way of coro^ 
net : and were not thefe diftinitions confined 
folely to Europe, I fliould fometimes be in dan- 

er of miftaking an Indian director for a Man- 

larin. 

It has not efcaped your notice how much of 
hite we are improved in architecSture ; not merely 
by the adoption of what we call Chinefe^ nor by 

the 
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the reftoration of what ive call Gothic ; but by a 
happy mixture of both. From Hyde-park to 
Shoreditch fcarce a chandler's-fhop, or an oyfter-i' 
ftall but has embellifhments of this kind ; and I 
have heard that there is a defign againft the meet^ 
ing of the new parliament to fit up St. Stephen's 
Chapel with Chinefe benches and a throne, from 
the model of that on which that eaftern monarch 
diftrihutes juflice to his extenfive empires. . It is 
whifpered alfo that the portico to Covent-Gardea 
church is to give place to one of the Gothic or- 
der^ But before 1 leave the city, let me not neg- 
led to do juftice to that excellent engineer, the 
great paftry-cook in St. Paul's church-yard. My 
good fortune condudbed me thither on twelfth- 
day ; when feeing a vaft concourfe of people af- 
fembled, my ruling pafiion, curiofity, engaged 
me to quit my vehicle to partake in the fatisfac- 
tion fo vifible in all their countenances. But 
how (hall I defcribe the pomp and parade of f« 
noble an appearance ? The triumph of a lord- 
mayor's day is nothing to it, though, if I mif- 
takenot, thofe brave and faithful guardians of 
the wealth and fafety of the city^ the train-bands 
and militia, make a moft comely and warlike ap«- 
pearaoce : for not to mention the flags fhining 
with filver and gold ; troops innumerable of gin- 
gerbread both horfe and foot, finer in tbefe uni- 
forms than the French king's houfhold ; there 
was not even the fmalleft mince-pye, but for its 
flrength and juft proportion was equal at leaft to 
the chef //* cevvre of a Vauban or a Cohorn* 
But what above all excited my praife,and admi- 
ration was a citadel of an enormous magnitude, 
that would have iippeared impregnable to a whole 
I army 
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army of Dutchmen, jiad it not beeii for (everal 
In-eaches that had been m>de in it by fome finall 
field pieces of copper : but this indeed aftonifhed 
me the lefs, havine been told that the towns in 
Flanders which colt fo much blood, which were 
fo ftubbornly diiputed in the former war^ and 
which fell fo eafily into the hands of the immor* 
tal Saxe in feventeen hundred and forty-four, 
were chiefly obtained by &n ordnance of this kind, 
though (bmewhat heavier in its quality. 

And now, Mr« Fitz-Adam, if I was not afraid 
of troubling you with more obfervations, I fhould 
kad you agam into the country. But were I m 
expatiate on the hermitages and fylvaa temples^ 
formed like the earths of thofe inftruAive buil- 
ders, the badgers (from whom the hint was taken) 
and furnifhed with ivy, mofs, cobwebs, and 
ftraw-beds, with all the elegance of primitive 
£mplicity, contrafling the magnificent ftru£tures 
.of our moft favourite archite&s, I fear my letter 
would exceed your patience. I fliali therelbrc 
^cfer, atleafl, thefe moft important fubjeAs, till 
I find bow thefe my obfervations have been re^ 
ceived ; and whether you do them juftice or not^ 
I ihall contintie 

JTour con/I ant admire. 
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. Numb, 60. Thursday, Feb. 21, 1754- 

^id domini facientj audent cum taliafures? 

ViRG. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

Sir, ^ 

OF all the advantages and iuperior excellen- 
ces -which this nation has confeffedly over 
many others, I know of none, to which we 
niay more fairly lay in our claim, than the fpirit 
oif generofity, which is fo ^eminently exerted 
amongft us. I queftion whether our great attri- 
bute of bravery deduces more real honour on us, 
or is more defervedly celebrated. But there Js a 
•certain limit which true valour never exceeds ; 
and it is frofn this excels, that a juft diftin£tion 
is^made between courage and ramnefs, magna- 
nimity and fool-hardinels. In the fame manner, 
liberality difters from profufion. When this 
;amiable quality of benevolence is perverted from 
its high and noble ufes, when it is applied to no 
meritorious fervices, but is degraded into the in^ 
tlifcriminate overflowings of the purfe, the Ap- 
pellation that accompanies it is by no means a de- 
iirable part of acharafter. 

What led me into this turn of thinking, ivas 
an incident in one of my nwrning walks, Pai*- 
fing by the houfe of a noble lord with my friend, 
he raifed my attention by afTurine me, that in 
that houfe he fpent a great deal of money every 

weeki 
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iveek : and I do not doubt, added he, that we 
(hall in a fliort time be able to raife a very com- 
fortable fubfiftence for the family. I was fome- 
what aflonifhcd at the eafy freedom of his exprrf- 
fion, and could not help expoftulating with him 
upon die terms he had ufed* He contftiued his 
humour, and incrcafed my admiration by alTur* 
ing inc, that he dined there very often, and 
found his dinners more expenfive to him, than 
in any houfe in London. We pay, fays he, as 
we do at our club at the St. Alban s, fo much a 
head : luit as we know the people of the houfe 
very wcil, and can depend upon their honefty, 
Jure do jiot trouble ourfelves at all with a bill. As 
1 was very well convinced his lordfhip kept no 
xavcrn, I began to imagine that my friend,^ who 
has naturally a great fhare of wit and vivacity, 
had a mind to impofe upon the belief and reaay 
aflent that I always pay to his converfation. 
While I was in this ftate of fufpicion. Come, fays 
he, my honeft country gentleman, \ will explam 
all the myftery that feems to perplex you : and as 
you have too good a fpirit to be under an obliga- 
tion to perfons you cannot well make a return 
to, I will teach you how you may pay for your 
dinner when you dine with a dukc» 'You muft 
know then, that this noble lord, like others of 
his Quality, keeps a great number of fervants; 
which fervants, when you fit down to table, his 
lordftiip, out of great complaifance, immediately 
makes over to you j and they become your fer- 
vants, pro temtore, They get about you, arc 
very diligent, fetch you whatever you call for, 
ana retire with the table-cloth. You fee no 
more of them^ till you want to go away^ Then 

they 
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they ajre all ready again at your command : and 
inllcad of that form which you obferved them 
Handing in at table, they are drawn into two 
lines right and left, and make a lane, which, 
you are to pafs through before you can get at the 
door. Now it is your bufinefs to dtfcharge your> 
fervants ; and for this purpofe you are to take, 
out your money, and apply it firlt on your right, 
hand, then on your left, . tl>en on your right, and : 
then on your left again, till you find yourfelf in? 
the ftreet. And from hence comes that common 1 
method^ which all regular people obferve in mo- • 
ney-dealings of paying as yoti go. I know not, ^ 
continues my friend, fo ridiculous a perfonage a». 
the mafter of the houfe upon thefe occafions. He , 
attends you to the door with great ceremony ; 
but is fo confcious of the aukward appearance he 
muft make as a witnefs to the expences of his 
guefts, that you can obferve him placing iiimfelf 
in a pofition, that he would have it fuppofed con- . 
ceals from him the inhofpi table tranfaclions that > 
are going on under his roof. He wears the iilly 
look of an innocent man, who has unfortunately . 
broke in upon the retirement of two lovers, and 
is ready to affirm with great fimplicity, that he ; ,' 
has feen nothing, 

I ALiLEADY Concurred with the obftrvations . 
of my friend, thanked him for his intelligence^ : • 
and bleffed myfclf that I was that day to dine 
cheaply at a tavern. But duiing my itay in. 
London, I have been oblige! to fall in with > 
the cuftom:; of that place; aiid have leaj-nt :o my ; 
coft, that egrejiion as well as admiliion, uiuli 1 e. 
purcliafcd. 1 am at length, huv/evei, wit 1 jii^j*y.; 
more of my acquaintance, reduced to a diX'-i^... c-,^ 

Vol* II. C ill/ 
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quality, who are foiid of a cold chicken af the 

lodgings of their faidmafters.,. .. ^ 

That others have the honour to ferve ladies 
of fafhion ; where the card-money at their routs 
and drumSj^ which of right belpngs to. the fer- 
vants, is appropriated by many of the f^d ladies 
to the defraying the expences of tea., cofiee and 
wax-candles for tlie faid routs and drums. ,. 

That a very great number are the domef- 
tics of perfons ol quality, in wbofe fervioes they 
have fo little to do, from the crowds maintained 
in them, that they find themfelves under a necef- 
fity of fpending a great part of their time in alc- 
houfes and other places of refort, where, in imi- 
tation of their matters, they divert themfelves 
with the fafhionable amufement of gaming, 
wenching and drinking ; which amufements, as 
they are always attended with confiderable ex- 
pence, require more than their bare wages to fup- 
port. 

That others who live in the city, and arc 
the fervants of grocers, haberdafhers, paftry- 
cooks, oil-men, pewterers, brokers, taylors, and 
fo forth, have* fuch uncertain humours to deal 
with, and fo many airs of quality to fubmit to, 
that their fpirits w^ould be quite broken, but for 
the cordial of vails; which 1 humbly apprehend 
they have a better title to than any other of the 
fraternity, as the maid fervants in fuch places 
happen to be as great . traders as their mafters, 
and are rarely to be dealt with but at -extravagant 
prices. 

That a third part, at leaft, of the whole bo- 
dy of fervants in this great metropolis, who for 
certain wife reafons pafs with their maft&rs for 

Ymglc 
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fingle men, have wives and families to maiiitain 
in private; and if it be confidered that the com- 
"Hion ad vantages of fuch fervants, without the ad- 
dition of vails, are too infignificant to fupport the 
faid wives and families in any degree of elegance, 
it is prefumed that their perquifites ought iit no 
wife to be abridged. 

For thefe and many other reafons, too tedious 
to be here fet down, 1 am not only for continu- 
ing the cuftom of giving money to fervants, but 
do alfo publifh it as my opinion, that in all fa- 
milies where the faid fervants are no more in 
number than a dozen or fifteen, it is mean, piti- 
. fill, and beggarly, in any perfon whatfoever, to 
pafs from table without giving to all* 
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THOUGH the following letters are written 
upon more ferious fubjcds, and in a graver 
ftyle and manner than are common to this pa- 
per, which is profefledly devoted to the ridicule 
of vice, folly and falfe tafte, yet as they are in* 
tended for public benefit, and may contain fome 
ufeful hints and informations, I fhall prefent theoi 
to my readers without farther preface. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam.. 

Sir, 

His Majefly having frequently recommended 

to his parliament to confider of proper means to 

put a flop to the numerous robberies and murders 

C 3 amongfl: 
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counties, is a continual drain from the people, 
and an immenfe lofs to the nation : and I cannot 
help recommending it to thofe gentlemen who 
are for increafing the number of our people by a 
general naturalization bill, to provide in the 
mean time for the fecurity and prefervation of thofe 
we have already. 

The monflrous iize of our capital is one great 
caufe of the exceflive luxury that prevails amongft 
us. The infinite number of people that refort 
hither, naturally rival each other in their tables, 
drefs, equipage, furniture, and in fhort, extrava- 
gances of all forts. Notwithftanding the late 
neceffary regulations, a continual round of 
amufement and entertainment is invented for eve- 
ry day in the week ; and by this means the mind 
-is kept in a conftant hurry and diflipation, and 
rendered unfit for any ferious employment. Can 
mothers of this turn, immerfed in vanity and foU 
ly, be fuppofed capable of any domeftic con- 
cerns ? What a profpcft is here of the morals of 
the rifing age J And, what is worfe, this love of 
plcafure is carried into the country, and a general 
diliblutencfs fpreads itfelf through the whole king- 
dom. Hence it is that gentlemen even of fmail 
fortunes are impatient of the country, and crowd 
to the diverfions of London, contracting an ex- 
penfive tafte, and ruining their families. Nor is 
this love of plcafure confined only to genteel life; 
the common people eafily follow the example of 
thofe above them ; and as they have no fund to 
fupport them without labour, the confequence of 
idlenefs, in them, is immediate poverty ; which 
ncceffarily throws them into (harping, robbery, 
and aiji kinds- of difhonefly. So that i believe i^ 



N^ 6r. THE W O R L D; sT 

may truly be affirmed, that the luxury arid cor* 
xuption of any nation is juft in proportion to ita 
wealth, and the largenefs of its metropolis. 
^ Thuanus tells us,: that in the reign of Hen-* 
ry the fecond, there) was an edift made to pro- 
hibit any buildings in the fuburbs of Paris ; arid 
in queen Elizabeth's time a bill pafTed to. prevent 
the increafe of London ; but like other good laws>. 
it foon grew obfolete, and loft its eftect. 
• In what manner our metropolis maybe re- 
duced without injury to the proprietors of houfes 
and ground-rents,.! do not pretend to determine :- 
but it feems abfolutely neceflary that a flop 
fliould be put to any farther building : and if be- 
fides this, the ruinous houfes in the back parts of 
the town, fuch as Hockley in the hole, &c. which 
are the grand receptacles for fharpers and pick- 
pockets, and which. might be purchafed at an 
eafy -rate, were annually to be- bought up, the 
materials ^fold, and the ground thrown into open 
fields, the town in a few years woiild be con- 
fiderafcly reduced, the health of the people very, 
greatly improved, . and the number of game- 
fters, thieves, lewd women, &c. gradually diml- 
niihcd.. 

liam,. &c*. 
... J . . 

To Mt.Fitz-Adam^. 

Si r, . 
As you profeis not only to amufe but to in- 
ftruft i and as the early grounding of youth in 
true fortitude and the love of .^their country are 
objeils worthy of the moft ferious attention; 
give me feave to (faution* parents and guardians- 
C f through 
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amoRgft us, I (hall want no. apology for fending 
you my thoughts upon that fubjcft. Many per- 
sons have been of opinion that feverc pumih^ 
ments wer6 neccffary in thefe cafes j but con- 
ttant experience proves the contrary,: and that Ac 
confequence is only making rogues more defpe- 
rate, and thereby increafing the danger, inftead 
of providing for the fecurity of honeft men. One 
thing only I think might lafcly be done with re- 
fpedl to punifhments, which 19, thatjioxriminal 
(except in very particular circumftances) .who is 
clearly conviclcdvfliould efcape bjr tranfportation 
or otherwife. Tlxc lenity of the government 
fuffers this in hopes of an amendment ; but when 
the mind is once corrupted tD.fo^gceat^ikgnie^ 
it Is feldom capable of any virtuous fentiments j 
^nd the cafe of fuch perionsis, tbat they;j|i^e* 
rally return from tranfportation in a (hort time, 
and fall immedi^ely .into ithe ihmie toispanyiand 
profligate courfe of life as before. Such kind of 
pardons are confidered by rogues no otherwife 
th;in as giving them hopes of perpetrating their 
crimes with impunity, and confequqntly muft 
produce a very bad efteft. I an^ confirmed in >this 
opinion by monfieur Secondat, who, in his excel- 
lent treatife upon the Spirit of Laws, lays, **That 
•* if we enquire into the caufe of all human 
" corruptions, we fhall find that they proceed 
" from the impunity of crimes, ^nd not from 
** the moderation of punifhments." But then / 
I muft add, that if the punifliment for robbery is 
made more certain, there ought to be a diitinc- 
tion (unlcfs hanging in chains is thought a fufflci- 
ent one) i>etween that and murder, leftthercWberj 
feeing the pumfbmcnt ^thp fame, «nd*eqttaHycGrT 

tain. 
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tain, may be tempted to kill, in order to his con- 
cealment. However, it is the bufinefs of every 
Icgiflature rather to make gbod regulation? for 
preventing crimes, than to contrive ptmifliments 
for them. 

The ingenious Mr. Fielding, in a very fen- 
fible pamphlet upon this fubjedt, attributes the 
number of robberies in a -great meafure to the 
luxury and extravagance of the nation : but it 
appears to me that thefe are o^ily remoter caufes; 
for though luxtity and extravagance reign in all 
our principal towns, yet the robberies are chiefly 
in and^bout London; and even ivhen they hap- 
pen in the country, they are -generally commit- 
ted by rogues, "who make excflriions out of Lon- 
don to fairs, hbrfe-races ^nd other public meet- 
ings j which clearly and evidently points out ther 
true caufe of them to be the overgrtnJUn fize of 
'LpHihn^ affording infinite 'receptacles' to (harpers, 
thieves and villains of all kinds. Our magiftrates 
have lately exerted themfelves with a very be- 
coming fpirit, in fiipprefllng houfes of gaming 
and debauchery ; but I am afraid the number of 
thefe houfes is fo great, that all their endeavours 
will hot produce any confiderable benefit to the 
public. The buildings in London have been in- 
creafed prodigioufly within thefe thirty years y 
and the ill confequences of this increafe feem not 
to 'have been enough confidefed ; but it is certain 
thit-« kr-ge 'metropolis is the jgreateft evil in any 
country, 'and the fource and fountain of all the 
conruptioh tliat is in it. It appears from the bills 
of mortality that the burials 4n London vaftly 
eK^dfied the chriftcnings. Tliis anntial fiirplus, 
fupplied in a great meafure from iht Several 
C 4 counties. 
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ing the air to agree with them every dav bettcilr 
than the other, continued there a formigkt ; an4 
6ir Humphry, having drank himfelf into a fit <lf 
the goat, is, with his lady and family (whom 
ht fent for to attend him) at this day -upon his 
Visit. 

I HAVE heard much of the copiouftiefg of tb^ 
Englifh language, and would fain know why it 
is that people can find no term to exprefs tndr 
defign of ftaying fifteen days at your houfe, dif- 
ferent from d»at which fignifies fifteen minutes i 
Have tbey no way of expreffing the time of their 
continuance but by the one word Visit? Sure- 
ly, Mr. Fitz-Adam^, a more correct and intelli- 
gible method of conveying upon cards or other- 
wiife. the visiTon's defign upon the v1site& 
might be found out ; giving him tb underftan^ 
at ught what he has to do towards a proper re- 
ception : whether it be to order a fire in die beft 
jparlour; to fee if the death-warrant for j3«oultry, 
xoafting pigs, &c. be to be figned ; if iheets, 
beds and chambers are to be aired, or a monthV 
provifion to be laid in. All this, I contieive,, 
may Be eafily efFeded by a method,, which for 
the good of all mafters and miftreflfes «f fimiilies,. 
I am now going to communicate. 

When a fine lady, having a new fslfhicmedi 
fuit of clothes, or a fiew piece of fcandal to cir- 
xuiate, finds it necefiary to cdl upon forty or 
£fty of her acquaintance in ohe day : or when ft 
£ne gentleman chufes to fignify his intention of 
making a (hort VisftT, like my loiti WhimfeyV 
£rft i 1 am for an abridgment of the word, and 
<enly calling it a Vis. When a gentlemaii ot 
-lady iiuvads taking 41 femlydiajaer wi(fch a doun^- 
<• tiy 



try ^iend, or^a diih flf ^taLmtbiz town one, .1 
vnauld iaart lliat ckDed a ¥is«T. But ^hen b 
perifon propcfes ipendiiig iame .ikya, weeks, xur 
months !9it a faotifis, iwniM cafl-^hataVisiT^t 
TfxnC fio^that .fiirthe iuture cards might yinf 
frof^fif. Sae xoczttcft in the Jollowing ibrm. 
^^ IjbAt Q fa mgel ie i ft i end^s Gompjimeats -to Lmif 
^< FiddlefaikUe, and Intends to Vis her ladyifliip 
^« this evening." ^ Lord Stiffs compliroents to 
*^ Sir Gnegcoy Quibus at fads houfe nt fianf'- 
A< iftead, a]^ intends to Visit him tfafc firft fair 
'*^ day/' ^^ Captain Pearaball^s oomipiiments 
^ to &alph Hardhead, Efq; at his &at nearBur*- 
^ ford downs, and intends him a Visir AT[d« 
^^ the beginning of next month, to take a craok 
*' of htmting writh him." Thus, Mr. FitB* 
Adam, will the tennsof Visoing, Visitln^ 
md VjsiTATKmiKG abvBP^ carry an ^xaA 
meaning ^vrith them, and be fuch as the loweft 
.capacity cannot Cail iof imderfianding. i am^ 
-wxih gseat efteem, 

D^AR Sir, 

Ymtr i$nftanir$ad9rj and ladndrirj 

SusAWHA Frettabit. 

P. S. Ie this letter fbould happen to pleafe 
you, who are all the world to me, I may yecj 
Ihortly fend you a few neceffary remarks upon 
each of thefe three Yisitments j in which I 
may obferve at large tnat the Vis feems to be 
chiefly confined within the bills of mortality, or 
to the inhabitants of ^large towns, and is appli* 
; ' cable 
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C2'::r ro ihe tranuctisg of bnfiaefs in general. 
Tr.s Visit is more pardcubrly fix* ftill life and 
kz co:npI:niens« The VxsiTAiiOR is looked 
upcn ger.e:3LllT in a very indificrent Kght, and 
oiter.er^tho'jgn: a plague than a pleafure l^the 
receiver : xi Is chieidj^tbe inrention of thk wor* 
thy tribe of hearers (of whom ]^ou gave us 
lately ib lively a acfcription) led-captains, young- 
er brothers brought up to no buiinefe, humUe I 
coufins, &c. I'he Visited in thefe cafes, or 
more properly fpeakine, the Patxknts, have 
invented on their parts fevexal curious hints to- 
wards fhortening the length of a Visitation, 
befides thofe ftale and threadbare ones, of bring- 
ing out after a certain time the brown loaf, and 
ordering the groom to fay, that the com is ^1 
out. My uncle Toby Frettabxt, having received 
a Visitation from a gentleman and his lady, 
who were his reladcns, and .finding it continued 
to the feventeenth. morning, hit upon the expc^ 
dient of calling aloud to his groom, under their 
chamber window, to be fure to feed his coufins 
horfes well, and get their chaife cleaned ;* *' for 
" very likely, Tom," fays he, raifmg his voice,. 
** mycouiins will embrace fo fine. a morning to. 
** go home in ; for you know fo very fine a day 
^ one feldom fees in a whole month at this- 
*' time of the year." His coufins, itfeems, took 
the liint, and very civilly decamped a. few hours 
after. 
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. Numb. 63. Thursday, March i^^ I754- 
Jnimi cultus quafi quidam humanhatU cibus. 

c TULL* 

T F the love of indolence did not/ometimes as 
JL entirely poflefs me as the love of fame, I 
ftiould no doubt feel myfelf a. little piqued at be- 
ing in a manner compelled to withdraw my 
own wit, in order to publifli that of my corre- 
fpondents. For many weeks paft I have con- 
fidercd myfelf as a mere poftmafter, whofe only 
employment is to receive and diftributc letters. 
JBut what moft mortifies me^ is, that I do not 
find my readers to be at all clamorous about 
my refuniing the pen, I am particularly > hurt 
by my correfpondent of this day, who under 
the friendly appearance of favouring me with, his 
afliftance, has fent me what I am afraid will 
caft a fliade upon my own papers. I could 
have forgiven the injury, if he had left me room 
to alter a fingle word in his eflay, when I might 
have aflured my acquaintance tnat it was partly 
written by myiclf. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 
Every one knows how liable the body is to 
decay, unlefs it be fupported by proper nou- 
rifliment. The unlearned labourer is as well (kil- 
led in this do<^ri/ie as the moft profound phib- 
..*. fopher : 
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fcph^r . for the ftomach, by certain roonitory 
tu'itches, informs them bom equally of how 

grear impcrtsnce earfr^ is, not only to their 
u-cll-being, but to their" being at alL ' The pca- 
fir.t labours that he may cat, and eats that he 
may laboar ; and his very labouring contributes 
alfo to the health of his" body. "Now, fir, I 
beg leave to inform certain of your readers, who, 
by the circumftance of their birth, education 
and fortune, are unhappily exempt from bodily 
labour, and who are idle becaufe they have lei- 
fure, that the mind likewife requires fuftenance, 
and that for %vant of food and exercife, it will 
as naturally fall into decay as the body. 

This is daily feen in what is called the polite 
world, which is chiefly compofed of fuch whofc 
jleek countenances ana adive limbs difcover all 
die figns of vigorous bodily health, but whofe 
winds are fo feeble, puny and half ftarved, as 
to be fcarce able to fupport themfelves. 

Vaux-hall and Ranelaeh are generally 
crowded with objedb of this fort 5 for 3iat fuch 
naturally have recourfe to public places and com- 
pany, may be learned from Tully*s account of 
the idle fellows of Rome : Videmus^ cum re nul- 
la impediantur necejfarwy out aheolum pofari^ 
aut quarere quempiam ludum^ aut fermonem aS' 
quern requirere ; cumque non habeant ingenuas ex 
do^rind oble^fatimesj circulos aUquos et fejjiuncu- 
las confe6laru As this morfel of Latin may pof- 
fibly ftick with fuch of your readers as have 
4iaa LEISURE enough to negleft the improve- 
ment of their fchool-learning, to make it go 
down more glibly, I will drefs it for them af- 
ter the £ngU(h manner.. i:he idU^ 41s thtf htm 

n9 
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fiooecupatioriior.hujinefsiotmphythem^ refort either 
to a \gwmng'icihky gr a critket-matchj or mother 
Midnighfs oratimi atidi as fht^havemtj for 
want ^ learnings any -of the iomUfements of a^gen^ 
ikmm^ become 'wemkers of chtbs. and frequenters <f 
coffee-boufes, Fromrthe Ulullrious convention at 
White's down to riiofe who affemble on birth- 
days at the Black ; whether .they rejoice in 
champaign or iortoJans, Dr tripe and porter; 
whether they are employed ^at a haxard-'taUe, 
or a,(hovel-boanl.; the MlKPtn each fraternity 
feems to be aiike provided tfor, and has little 
lelfe.to fubfift upon 'than thc;fcraps and broken 
pieces of knowledge picked :up from the common 

ncw^-papers. . 

W£iiannot:wDnder^ lify 'with inch mi&nible 
fauei^^the sauKO) fimiildibe-ii^fiaircd in itsibeagth, 
and .grow laagfuid in its .motions ; but we may 
well wander .that <iiiea, ^ho ave jRu- above tiie 
ordinary rank xf life, wJio arc proud of their 
abiHticsito diftinguifli themfidvaes from the vul'* 
^ar in their cloaths, tables, houfes, furniture, 
in Ihort, in all.thexonvsniencies of mere livings 
even to luxury, ihould take up with fo poor, a 
diet \ fhouldlie jcontented with diverfions, which 
even the loweft mechanic may a^nre )(»• Is it 
no mortification to their pride to find men df 
low birth, mean fortune and tio education on 
a level with themfelvcsin their amufements f Is 
it no ];eproach XJb them to look :upon a pifture 
of ^Raphael, or a Medicean Venus, with the 
feme ftupid ^e of indliFerence, as the lcd)ourQr 
who ground ^the ^colours, or who dug .in the 
quarry f Vetimaay tthere are, and men (of tafte 
too, asiriie'pbraie goes, >who:thtough aiftyme-* 

ful 
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ful neglcA of their minds, have little or ho 
relifh of the fine arts : and I doubt whether, in 
our moft fplendid aflemblics, the royal game 
OF GOOSE would not have as many eyes fixed 
upon it, as the lately publifhed curiofity of the 
ruins of Palmyra. I mention this work not 
only to inform fiich of your readers, as do not 
labour under a total lois of appetite for liberal 
amufemcnts, what a fumptuous entertainment 
they may lit down to, but alfo to give it as a fig- 
nal inftance, how agreeably men of ingenious 
talents, ample fortune and ^reaC leifure, may 
amufe themfclves, and laudablv employing their 
lei lure time, do honour to their country. 

Among the polite and idle, there are none 
whom I behold with more compaffion than 
thofe meagre and half-famiihed fouls whom I 
meet every day, in fine cloaths and gay eaui- 
pages, going about from door to door^ like 
common beggars ; and like beggars too, as 
commonly turned away .; with this diffSsrence, 
that the porter gives the Ragged ftroller a furly 
NO, and a civil difmiffion to the vagrant in £m« 
broidery. The former, to excufe his idlenefs, 
fays, "' Nobody will employ me ;" the latter 
docs as good as fay, ** I cannot employ myfelf/' 
This in high life is called viliting ; which docs 
not imply any friendfhip, eftecm, or the leaft 
regard towards the perfon who is vifited, but is 
the eftcft of pure generofity in the vifitor, who 
having more time upon his hands than he knows 
what to do with,, prodigally bettows fome of it 
upon thofe, whom he cares not one farthing for. 
I look upon vifiting to be the art of fquandering 
away time with the leaft lofs of reputation : a 

very 
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very great Invention indeed ! and as . the otheri 
ingenious arts have been product by hungry- 
bellies, fo this owes its rife to the qmp.tinefs of 
the MIN0. 

But the hunger, of the Mi^D.fqr the moft. 
part creates; a, conftant reftleflhefs, frequent in-, 
difpofitionr, i^nd fometimesy that, worfe than 
bodily difeafe, the fpleen i which happens when^ 
by low keeping, it is reduced to the neceifity 
of gnawing and preying upon itfelf. Every 
nian, who does nothing, becaufe he has nothing 
tado, feels himfelf more or lefs fubjeft to thefe 
diforders. And can his flying to places of paf- 
time and diverfion remove them? Should we 
not condemn a mother as unnatural, who, when 
her child cries for bread and butter, fhould 
carry it abroad to a puppet-Aow ? Yet full as 
abfurdly does every man aft, who, regardlefs of 
the cravings of hi§ mental appetite, ftands gap-, 
ing at vertical funs or a painted waterfall. 

I HAVE heard that the matter of Vaux-hall, 
who fo plentifully provides Beef for our bodily 
refrefhment, has, for the entertainment of thofe 
who vifit him at his country-houfe, no lefs plen- 
tifully provided ^for the mind; where the gueft- 
may call for a fcuU to chew upon the inftability 
of human life, or fit down to a collation of 
poetry, of which the hangings of his room of 
entertainment takre up, as i am told, many yards. 
I wifli that this grand purveyor of beef and 
poetry would transfer fome of the latter to his 
gardens at Vaux-hall. Odes and fongs patted 
on the lamp-potts would, I believe, be muchr 
more fludioufly attended to than the prices of 
cheefe-cakes and cuftards j and if the un- 

* piftured 
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piftured boxes were bung round with odebrattdf 
poflkges out of fmvourite poets^ maity^a compaajF' 
would find fenie(ihiiig-t(> fajs who would other- 
wife At cramming themfelves in filent -ftuqwAt^' 
I am led to- thiS'dioughO' by aw obftivatioa I 
once made at a countrjr church, where the w^i: 
were* fet out with feveral plain diflie» of ffiob 
whokfome doAHne. It happened r that die- p»» 
flbrof the flock, who was round and fat, b^tbsi 
heavinefs* of his- difoourfe, and the las&y • manner) 
of* delivering it^ laid to- fkep'three'fowthdx)^ hi|i 
audience. Upon enquiry^ I found- that tfa« Amp^ 
ers were* thofc only who- could net^ read,- and^ 
that the reft kept- thenrfalVes ^awake by- fbeding^ 
on the walls. In the waking part of the con- 
gregatioirl had a proof of the advantage of 
reading ; in the- languid . pfe«:her'an inftance of 
a decayed habit of mind ; which certainly would* 
not have been in fo weak a condition, if, in- 
Head of -cold ham andvenifon-pafty^ he had' now 
and then taken for breakfaft a lunchion of Bar- 
row, or- a ffice of- Tillotfon, 

Tdun^ &c. E. M. 

NCMB. 64, Thvksd-ay^ Match 21^ ^754- 

> Animum^ piSfnra pafcil inank V^R4^ 

To Mr. E1TZ-A0A.M. 

]'- READILY agree with- your correlppndefrt' 
] of-laftweek'irt hrs ronciufioni that'boofcsj 
or morr-jprcupefFjr, thit^earAiitg'is thHbod-'^oP 

the 
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the Mind ; and as what happened to me lateljft 
was occafioned by giving my Mind a meal^ I b^ 
leave to relate it to you. You muft know, fir^ 
I labour und^r a misfortune^ common to many 
in this great metropolis, vrtiich is, to have a 
very good appetite and very little to eat. This 
lays n)e under th& neceffity of- (punging upon 
my friends : my calamity indeed fits lighter up- 
on me, as I do not praclife th& little arts 2xid 
ihifts of many fine gendemen, wha drop in a» 
it were by chance at dinner-time'; who faunter 
about the town in hopes of ' meeting vri^' fdm« 
generous mafter of airily ; or who in a morn- 
ing vifit protraft the converiation till it is too 
late for them to dine any where elfe. No, fir ; 
I have a mind above fuch low contrivances, and 
openly avow my fpunging without any referve 
or fhame-facednefs. 

With the view of getting a breakfaftj I 
waited the other morning on Lord Finical, who 
is remarkable for having a very-elegant library. 
The familiarity of his o©nverfation with me- in 
public places gave me courage to make him the 
firft vifit ; and as I knew that his time of rifing 
was about twelve, I was at his door by nine ; 
where, after the fafhion of mumpers, I gave but 
one fingle knock for ftaixof difturbing him. Af- 
ter fome time the door was opened to- me by a 
flip-fhod footman, who afking my honour's par- 
don for having made me wait fo long, (hewed 
me into the library. Here I found my lady's- 
woman, with a damafk napkin in her hana, taking- 
down^ the books one by one, and^ after' wiping 
them as. tenderly as- if they had been glafs^ 

putting 
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putting them into their places again. She very 
politely hoped I would excufe her ; faid Oie fhoul^ 
(boil have done ; that to be fure the books were 
in a great difhabille, and not fit to be fcen in 
that pickle : " For you muft know, fir," faid flie, 
*' that this is thelargeft room in the houfe ; and 
^' my lady gave a ball here laft night, well 
** knowing that my lord would not leave 
** White's till the dancers were gone." This 
ihe dcfired me to keep to myfelf. I told- her, I 
thought there was no great harm in making ufe 
of a room which would otherwife be ufelefi.. 
•* True, fir," faid (he ; ** but as my lady knows 
^^ that my lord does not chufe it, and as my 
** lady would not willingly oiFend my lord, flie 
** has ftriiSIy ordered all the fervants not to 
** blab, and dcfired me to be up thus early to 
•* wipe the books, for fear the duft upon them 
** {hould occafion a difcovery : for you know, 
'' fir, if my lord kno\ys nothing of the matter, 
** it is juft the fame thing as if there had bedn 
'' no dancing at all." As I did not controvert 
fo eminent a doftrine, her convcrfation ended 
with wiping the laft book ; and after having re- 
ceived an afTurance from me of keepings fecret 
what (he had no occafion to intruft me with, 
fbe very gracioufly difmiflbd herfelf. 

I WAS now left by myfelf, and was going as 
I thought to fit down to a moft delicious repaft ; 
but I found myfelf in the ftate of a country 
booby at a great man's table, who fits gaping 
and itaring at the richnefs of the plate and elc- 
cance of the fervicc while he fhould eat his 
dinner* I ftood aftonifhcd at the gay profped. 

before 
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before me: the fhelves, which at the bottom 
were deep enough to contain juft a folio, taper- 
ed upwards by degrees, and ended at the dimen- 
fipn of a fmall duodecimo. All the books on 
the fame fhelf were exactly of the fame fize, 
and were only to be diftinguiflied by their backs, 
which were moft of them gilt and lettered, and 
difplayed as great a variety of colours, as is to 
be ((i(in in a bed of tulips : for the bindings of 
fome were red, fome few black, others blue, 
green or yellow ; and here and there, at proper 
intervals, was ftuck in one in vellum covering, * 
as white as a curd, and lettered black, in or- 
der to make a ftronger contrail of the colours 
on each fide of it. 

Hitherto I ftood at fome diftance, to take 
with more advantage, a general view of the 
beauty of the whole 5 but curiofity leading me 
to a clofer infpe£lion of each individual, 1 had 
the pleafuFe to find myfelf furrounded by the 
beft authors in ancient or modern learning. I 
took down feveral of them by way of tatting ; 
(for as lord Bacon obferves '* fome books are 
*^ to be tafted, others to be fwallowed, and 
** fome few to be chewed and digefted ;") and 
hy the flicking together of the leaves, occafion- 
ed by the marbling and gilding of the edges, I 
found that not one of them had been opened 
fince they came out of the hands of the book- 
binder. 

I NOW fell to with a good appetite, intending 
to make a full meal 5 and while I was chewing 
upon a piece of Tally's philofophical writings, 
my lord came in upon me. His looks difcover- 
ed ercat nneaiuieft^ which I stttributed to the 
. Vol. II. D evoat 
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event of his laft night's diverfion; but good 
manners requiring me to prefer his lordihip's 
converfation to my own amuiemcnt, I replaced 
his book, and by the fudden fatisfa£):ion in his 
countenance, perceived that the caufe of his 
perturbation was my holding open the book 
with a pinch of fnuft in my fingers. He faid, 
he was glad to fee me, for he fhould not have 
known cJfe what to have done with himfclf : I 
returned the compliment by faying I thought he 
could not want entertainment amidft fo choice 
a collcdion of books. *' Yes, replied he, the 
*' collection is not without elegance j but I rtad 
*' men only now; for I finilhcd my ftudies 
'* when I in out on my travels. You are not 
*' the firft who has admired my library ; and I 
** am allowed to have as line a tafte in books 
*' as any man in England." Hereupon he 
fliewed me a Paftor-fido bound in green, and 
dijcorated with myrtle leaves : he then took 
down a volume of Tillotfon in a black binding 
with the leaves as white as a law-book, and 
gilt on the back with little mitres and crofiers; 
and laflly a Caefar's Commentaries clothed in red 
and gold, in imitation of the military uniform 
of Englifh officers. He reflefted with an air of 
fatIsfa<^tion upon the ufefulnefs of making obfer- 
vations in travelling abroad ; and acknowledged 
that he owed the thought to his having feen, in 
a French abbe's ftudy at Paris, all the Dauphine 
editions of the claffics with gold dolphins on the 
back of them. Num vefceris ijia^ quam laudas^ 
pluma ? was frequently at my tongue's end ; but^ 
good breeding reftrained me from taking the 
liberty of a too familiar expoftulation. 

We 
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We now fat down at the table, and my lord, 
having ordered the tea-water, begged the favour 
of me to reach out my hand to the window-feat 
behind me, and give him one of the books, 
which lay flat one upon another, the backs and ' 
leaves alternately. I did fo ; and endeavouring 
to take the uppermoft, I found that they all 
clung together. His lordfhip feeing my furprize, 
laughed very heartily, faying it was only a tea- 
cheft, and that I was not the firft by many whom 
he had played the fame trick upon. On ex- 
amining it, I found that the upper book opened 
as a lid, and the hinges and key-hole of the lock 
were concealed fo artfully, as they might eafily 
efcape common obfervation. But it was with 
great concern that I beheld the backs of thefe 
feeming books lettered Pope's works. Poor^ 
Pope ! with what indignation would he have 
fwelled, had he lived to fee but the mere 
phantom of his works become the vehicle of 
grocery ! His lordfhip, ohferving my eyes fixed 
with attention on the lettering, gave me the 
reafon of it : " What could I do ? faid he, the 
*' credit of my library required the prefence of 
•* the POET ; but where to place him was the 
** difficulty; for my (helves were all full, long. 
'' before the laft publication of him, and would 
*' have loft much of their beauty by any de- 
** rangement; fo to get clear of the embaras^ I 
** thought it might be as well to have Mr. 
** Hallet*8 edition as Mr. Knapton's." I 
perfeftly agreed with his lordfhip, referving to 
mvfelf my meaning as to his own particular.' 
Mr, Cafh the banker being now introduced, af- 
ter hearing, a- joke or two- upon Mr. Cafh's 
D 2 books. 
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books, which his lordihip was pleafed to call a 
more valuable library than his own, I left them 
to their private bufincfs. 

And now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, for the fake of 
many, who, like Lord Finical, have a fine tafte 
in books, and not the leaft relifh for learning; 
and for the convenience of many more, who are 
fond of the appearance of learning, and can 
give no other proof of it, than that of poflefSng 
lo many books, which are like globes to a cun- 
ning man ; I defire you will give a hint to Mr. 
Bromwich to form a paper-hanging, reprefent- 
ing claiTes of books, which may be called for at 
his (hop by the name of learned, or library** 
PAPER, as he plcafes. That ingenious gentle- 
man, whofe gains and reputation have rifen 
equally with our paper-madnefs, will exert his 
fancy in fo many pretty defigns of jKX)k-cafes, 
or pieces of ornamental architedlure, accommo- 
dated to the fize of all rooms, in fuch a richnefs 
of gilding, lettering and colouring, that I doubt 
whether the Chinese paper fo much in fa- 
fhion in moft of our great houfes, muft not, to 
his great emolument, give place to the learn- 
ed : I think the library paper will look as 
pretty, may be made as coftly, tni 1 am fure 
will have more meaning, The books for a la- 
dy's clofet muft be on a fmaller fcale, and may 
be thrown into Chinese-houses ; and here 
and there blank fpaces may be left for brackets 
to hold real China ware and Drefden figures. 
It is to be obferved that the lettering fhould not 
be put on till the paper is hung up j for every 
cuftomer ought to have the chufmg and the 
marihalling his own books : by this means be 

majr 
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may have thofe of the neweft fafhion immediately 
after their publication; and befides, if he fhould 
grow tired of one author or one fcience, he may be 
furnifhed with others at reafonable rates, by the 
mere alteration of the lettering, 

I MAKE no apology to Mr. Dodfley on this 
occafion, as I do not think he will lofe a fingle 
cuftomer by this compendious, yet comprehen- 
Tive method of performing libraries. 

TourSy &c. 

'L. A. 
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Numb. 65. Thursday, March 28, 1754. 

Campejhres melius Scytha^ 

^orum plaujira vagas rite trahunt domes, HaR. 

THAT EXPERIENCE is the beft, and 
fhould be the only guide of our conduct, 
is fo trite a maxim, tliat one can' hardly offer 
it without an apology : and yet we find the 
love of innovation, and the vanity of invention 
carrying men daily to a total negleft of it. In 
a country where mode and fafhion govern every 
thing, we muft not be furprifed that men are 
ruled by no fixed principles, but rather fhould 
expeft they will frequently aft in direft oppofi- 
tion to every thing that has been long cflablifhed. 
The favourite axiom of the prefent times, is, 
that our anceflors were barbarous j therefore 
whatever differs from the ignorsmce of their 
manners mufl be wife and right. 

D 3 T« 
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To fheie the felly cf an overweening opinion 
of inventive wifion:, sr.i to bring the foregoing 
remarks to the purpoie ar.d fubject of this dav's 
p^per, I {hail give an inllance from GarcillaJOTo 
de la Vega, who tells us that when the Spaniards 
began to fettle in Peru, and were ereding large 
fVone buildings, the Indians ftood by and laugh- 
- ed at thesi, laying that they were raifing their 
own tombs, which, on the firft heaving of the 
earth, would fill and crufh them. Yet big 
with their European improving genius, they 
deftif^d the light cabins of the Americans, and 
at len yth became the vidlims of their own opi- 
nionated pride. Equally ridiculous v/ould be 
the Peruvian in England, who difregarding the 
old eflablifhed models of ftrength and folidity^ 
(houid build himfdf a hut after the fafhion of 
his own country, and adapted only to the tem- 
perature of that climate. 

As I would willingly pav my countryinen the 
compliment of fuppoling all their a£lions to be 
founded in reafon, when I cannot demonftrate 
ths contrary, I have imputed the number of 
flight v/oodcn edifices with which we fee our 
parks and gardens fo crov/dcd, to the extrava- 
gant fears v/ith which it may be remembred 
the inhabitants of more folid ftru6tures were 
fcized at the time of the late cxpefted earth- 
Guake. If fuch a time of univerfal pannic 
mould again occur, I doubt not but the builders 
of thefe afylums, who had mercenary views, 
wouM fee good interell for their money, while 
the generous and benevolent would enjoy the 
grcatcft of pleafures, that of making numbers 
cafy and happy. But even in this cafe, how 

have 
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have they adted againft experience ! For as a 
ftortn of wind is a much more ufual phenome- 
non .in this climate than an earthquake, it is 
evident that the expence of eredling thefe 
occafional receptacles (though not indeed very 
confiderable)- n\uft be totally thrownf away; un- 
lefs w^e are to believe thoie refiners in political 
arithmetic, who aflert that thefe retreats have 
contributed as much to the fervice of the public 
in the increase of its inhabitants, as they could 
have done m the preservation of them, ac- 
cording to their original inftitution. 

The lame fpirit which influences men to de- 
fpife and neglect ancient wifdom, leads them to 
a ha/iy and precipitate imitation of novelty. 
Thus many, ignorant of the origiiml defign of 
thefe flight iheiters, and not imagining there 
could pofiibly be any ufe in them, concluded 
that they muft imply ornament and beauty ; 
and recoilefting the proverb, that " every thing 
•' that is little is . pretty," dotted their parks 
with fedlions of hogsheads. The firft I faw 
of thefe gave me a high opinion of the modefty 
of its owner. A wife man of Greece, thought 
I to myfelf, was immortalized for his felf-de- 
liial and humility in occupying the whole of that 
manfion, of which my wifer countryman is con- 
tented with the half. But upon looking round 
me, and~ feeing this new old whim propagated 
all over his park, and thefe philofophical domicils 
fo numerous as to make a town big enough to 
hold all the wife men upon earth, I foon chan- 
ged my opinion of the founder, and concluded 
him rather to be poffefled with the ambitious 
xjoadaefs of an Alexander, who coveted more 

D 4 WORLDS, 
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WORLDS, than with the moderation of the 
Cynic, who, as Hudibras obferves, exprefled no 
manner of folicilude about a plurality of 

TUBS. 

The whole world was not halffo wide 
To Alexander^ when he crfa^ 
Becaufe he had hut one to fuhdue^ 
As was a narrow paltry tub to 
Diogenes : who is not faid 
(For ought that ever I could read) 
To whine ^ put finger i' /A' eye and fob^ 
Because V had ne'er another tub. 

The fituations ufually deftined for thefe 
monuments of tafte, are not in covered vallies, 
embofomed in groves, or in fome fheltered dell ; 
(there indeed we have the modefty to place our 
wood-piles, bone-ftacks, cinder-heaps and other 
more heavy fabrics, compofed of rubbifli, oyfter- 
fliells, and fometimes more glittering worthleff- 
nefs, under the ennobling titles of grottoes, her- 
mitages, &c. &c.) to make them confpicuous, 
they are placed on eminences in the bleakeft 
expofures 5 infomuch that I have over-heard an 
affembly of modern improvers condoling with 
one another at a drum on a windy night, like 
a company of merchants at Jamaica, who had 
a rich fleet in the harbour at the time of a hur- 
ricane. 

The moveable houfes of the Scythians, de- 
fcribed in my motto, are worthy our admiration. 
We muft acknowledge them to be the per- 
fcdion of all works, fmce they will ftand the 
criticifm" of Momus himfelfj having that ve- 

quifite^ 
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quifite, for the want of which he condemned 
all other houfes : they are upon wheels, and 
can move from bad neighbours, or be conveyed 
to fhelter from the fury of the winds, or the\ 
fcorching of the fun. What a fatisfaftion muft 
it be to a man of fortune to be told that fuck 
houfes are a manufafture of this age and country, 
and that he may be fupplied with a very complete 
one, at the common and moderate price of 
three hundred pounds ! It is to be prefumed 
that no gentleman, whom this intelligence may 
reach, will hereafter litter his park with huts, 
tubs, cribs, fentry-boxes, &c. 

The tafte of the prefent age is univerfally 
for annuals. Their politics, books, plantations, 
and now their buildings muft be all annuals : 
and it is to be apprehended,., that in a few years^ 
large trees and fubftantial ftrudtures will be no 
where to be found, except in our deserts : 
unlefs we could be as fanguine in ou'r expefta- 
tions as a certain fchemift, of whom I fhall re- 
late fome particulars. ; 

This gentleman, whofe Chinefe temple had 
been blown down a few weeks after it was 
ere£led, was comforting himfelf that he had 
found in Hanway's travels, a model never yet 
executed in this part of the world, which, from 
the advantage of the its form, muft ftand againft 
the moft violent gufts of wind on the higheft 
mountains. This was, it feems, a pyramid of 
heads, after a genuine plan of that great im- 
prover, Kouli Khan, He immediately con- 
trafted with the fexton of his parifli for a fuffi- 
cient fupply of human fculls, and was preparing 
the other materials, when the fcheme was. pre- 
D 5 vented 
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vented by the over-fcnipulous confcience of the 
fexton's wife. The fchemift was extremely 
mortified, yet remained pertinacious in the exe- 
cution of his defign, and, as I am told, fet out 
the next morning for Cornwall to obtain a feat 
in parliament, in order to bring in a bill for the 
erecting a pyramid in every county, with niches 
for the reception of the heads of all criminals 
hereafter to be exscuted. He is in no pain for the 
fuccefs of his motion ; for though the legiflature 
has found objections to ^witry fcheme for making 
malefaftors of use, he doubts not of their ready 
concurrence in a propofal for making them an 
ORNAMENT to their country. 

In former times the great house was the 
.objedl to which the Arranger's admiration was 
particularly invited.. For this purpofe lines of 
trees were planted to direft, and walls built to 
confine your approach, in fuch a manner that 
the eye muft be conftantly employed in the con- 
templation of the principal front. Now it is 
thought ncceflary to change all this i you are 
therefore led by round-about ferperitine walks, 
and find your progrefs to be often intercepted by 
invifible and unexpedted lines and intrenchments, 
and the manfion purpofely obfcured by new plan- 
tations, while the nobleft trees of the old grove 
are tumbled down to give you a peep now and 
then, at an out-building of about ten feet fquare 
of plafter and canvafs. So different from this 
was the praftice cf our anceftors, that when- 
ever they eredled fuch little edifices (which 
■they did only from neceility) they conftantly 
planted before them yews, laurels, or aquatics, 
according as the foil was moift or dry : and I 
5 could 
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could venture to pi^omife any modern improver, 
who delights in laying all things open,, that he 
might in one morning fall down the populous 
part of the Thames, and with his fingle hatchet 
among the willows, lay open as many mafked 
edifices of the true modern fize and ngure, as, 
properly difpofed and fancifully variegated with 
frefh paint, might make Hounflow-heath a rival. 
to many an admired garden of this age. 

A PHILOSOPHER would not fuppofe that the 
mafter of the place affumed^^any merit to himfelf 
from fuch trifles j he would hardly imagine that 
even the moft elegant of palaces could add any 
degree of worth to the poflefTor, whofe character 
muft be raifed and fuftained by his own dignity, 
wifdom «and hofpitality ; remembring the maxim 
of Tully, '' Non domo dominus^ fed donino 
'' domus honejlanda ej}.'* But to judge v/ith the 
common obferver, and to reafon with the gene- 
ral race of Improvers, if it be abfolutely neccf- 
fary for every man to fliew his tafte in thefe 
matters, let him endeavour to compafs folidity, 
duration and convenience in the manfion he in- 
habits ; and not attempt to difplay his magni- 
ficence in a number of edifices, which, what- 
ever they may feem to imitate,, are. unneces- 

JSARY-HOUSES.. 
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Numb. 66. Thursday, April 4, 1754. 
To ?/Ir. Fitz-Adam, 



rr\o i 

3L little ; 



SLiR^ 

confefs an unfafhionable kind of truth, 
am a woman who now and then think 
and when I do, I fomethnes tinn my 
reileftions on my own fex. Man, you know, 
is faid to be *' a creature formed for fociety;" 
and I do not deny it to be in general true ; but 
then pray, what is woman ? To fay that (he 
too is •' a creature formed for fociety," is fay- 
mg nothing at all ; (he is a great deal more than 
all that, bhall I tell you what (he is ? Woman 
is " a creature formed for crowding, and for 
" being CROWDED." 

Mr. Pope, who you know thought it worth 
his while to write a whole epiftle about us, de- 
clares, after he thinks he has analyzed us to the 
bottom,, that the fove of pleasure and the 
love of SWAY, are the general ruling paffions 
of the whofe fex. In dirc£t contradi^on to 
which, I affert, that the love of crowdino. 
and of being crowded,, is a paffion infinitely 
more general and predominant.. It will be al^ 
Hedged, probably, that this paffion is included! 
in one of the focmei; but I anfwer. No ; it it; 
abfolutely diftinS from either of them : for as to 
the love of pleasure, a(k a woman of fafhioa 
in the midft of a crowded aflfembly (and thanks to. 
the tafte of the age wc kye in, you may make 
X the* 
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the experiment in this dear town any evening; 
you pleafe) ajfk her, I fay, if ihe takes airy 
PLEASURE in being crowded? — ''No," fh'e 
will tell you, " the hates and detefts it ; it 
" breaks her hoop, tears her ruffles, puts her in 
" a horrid flufter, makes her a fright in Ihort, 
" and (he wonders what could perfuade her to 
" come there," A plain proof this, that it does 
not refult from her love of pleasure : and that 
it is not a confequence of our love of sway, is 
ftill more obvious ; for the very idea of a crowd 
excludes all notion of fuperiority and diftinftion. 
But, if yo* want an experimental proof of this 
too, go to the fame auembly, and obferve the 
lady of the houfe herfelf ; {he is diftinguifhed in- 
deed, but in a manner quite oppofite to what 
you would expert J for it is only by buttling 
through the crowd fhe has herfelf raifed, with 
all the hurry and vulgar obfequiou^efs of a cof- 
fee girl. 

All then that can be faid in your friend 
PoPE^s defence, is, that he did not live long 
enough to fee this predominant female paflioa 
difplay itfelf in that full ftrength and vigour 
which it docs ^ prefent. Yet one might think 
too, from what one has heard of the ring and 
other fafhionable amufements i» his time (for I 
do not remember them myfelf ) that* he had, even 
then, fuficient opportunity given him to difcover 
this truth ; but as he has totally omitted it in 
all his eflays, I ihall (without making apolo- 
gies for my inferior abilities, for I hate apolo- 
gies) endeavour to demonftrate, ,that this very 
pafTioA is fuperior to all our other paiEons put 
together. . . 
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First, as to our love of play. Let us in 
the firfr place, to proceed methodically, confider 
what PLAY is. Play is a fcience, or rather a 
fcience and an art put together ; the former of 
which has been rendered fyftematical, by the 
philofophic pen of Mr. Hoyle ; the other, though 
perhaps as well underftood as the former, has 
yet been honoured with no diftindl treatife; 
though I am tolJ indeed, that a gentleman, now 
in the Old Bailey, has, at his leifure hours, com- 
pleated an cfl'ay, which, when publifhed, will 
render the whole of this matter clear to the 
meaneft capacity. But this en paffant. Now, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, whether we confider gaming 
as a fcience tliat employs the head, or as an art 
which exercifes the hand of its fair profeffors; 
whether we fuppofe it a matter of judgment or 
ingenuity; we mull agree, that a private -room, 
and a fmall .party, would be infinitely more eli- 
gible for the puipofe (that is, if a woman loved 
PLAY for its own lake) than a full aiTembly ; 
for if (he plays with judgment, I would prefume 
that a noife and tumult about her would certainly 
difturb her : and if flic plays with (kill, I fhould 
imagine a number of lookers on might poflibly 
difconcert her : yet this is not the cafe ; to game 
in a crowd is the thing ; and rather than Jiot 
game fo, flie is willing either to be beat or to be 
fmoalced, either to lofe her money or her repu- 
tation. 

Having proved, I think to. my fatisfadtion, 
and I hope, fir, to yours, that even the love of 
PLAY is a fccondary paffion to the love of 
CROWDING, I will juft touch upon our love of 
DRESS. That this is made fubfervient to it alfo. 
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is evident to any perfon that will pleafe to con- 
template that moft important part of our drefs, 
the HOOP ; a piece of apparel, or to fpeak more 
properly, a piece of machinery, which owes its 
very being and exiftence to this paffion : for fmce 
that invention, a lady is enabled to make a crowd 
even by herfelf j and thirty women can now 
cram a room as compleatly as a hundred would 
do, if deprived of fo neceflary an auxiliary. On 
this principle too we may account for that feem- 
ing paradox, why the hoop, contrary to the 
fleeting and ftiort-lived nature of all other parts of 
drefs, holds its place in the realms of faftiion fo 
much longer than any -other mode was ever 
known to do; and while our caps have, from 
the fize of a china plate, dwindled away to the 
breadth of a half-crown, and then entirely, va- 
niflied, our hoops, on the contrary, continue 
to enlarge their circjumference gradually, and ke^p 
pace with our ruling paffion. So that I Ihall 
venture to afliert, that this part of our drefs will 
be immortal ; for fo long as women are women, 
fo long muft they wear large hoops. 

Again, as to our love of music ; .afk any 
woman of fafhion, if the opera founds as well 
on a Tuefday as a Saturday, and flie will ftare at 
your queftion, and anfwer coolly, " No ; fhe 
" does not think it does.^' And why, pray } 
For this fhort reafon, that Saturday is the 

CROWDED NIGHT. 

The thing is now fo very plain, that I might 
fpare myfelf all farther trouble ; yet to proceed, 
let me afkwhy we prefer gallantry "to love, and 
general acquaintance to particular friendfhip ? 
£ecaufe the one goes on full 33 well in a crowd 

(except- 
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(excepting indeed fome neceflary fliort intervals 
with regard to gallantry) as in any other place. 
But fhould a woman condefcend to cultivate love 
or friendfliip, flie would be frequently feduced 
into folitude, or what is as bad, be obliged fome- 
times to undergo the infupportable ennui of a 
grave tete a tete. 

Lastly, I would fain a(k why does that 
fmall part of our fex, that think at ail about the 
matter, prefer enthufiafm to religion, and Mr. 
Whitefield to their parifli prieft f For no other 
reafon in the world, but bccaufe Mr. Whitefield 
of all men living has the greateft knack of ga- 
thering a CROWD about him. 

Now that I am talking of religion, I have 
heard of an author who wrote a treatife to prove, 
that the place of future punifhmcnt was the cen- 
ter of the earth ; which fince it could not fairly 
hold half the inhabitants that would be ailigned 
to it, he fuppofed the principal torment would 
confift in squeezing. I believe indeed the 
dodtrine was foon exploded ; and it was fit it 
fhould , for furely, fir, it would have a manifeft 
bad tendency in point of female morals j for who 
can think that we fhould have any dread of 
SQUEEZING in the next life, when we love fo 
dearly to be squeezed to death in this ? 

Yet though I have hitherto endeavoured tQ 
prove, that this love of crowding is the 
ruling paflion of the female world, I would 
not have it inferred, that it does not fometimes 
alfo predominate in man. I know myfelf vari- 
ous inftances to the contrary : many young fel- 
lows of my acquaintahce are at prefent warm 
borough-hunters : now as mo& of them are in- 
finitely 
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finitely too igaorant to fufFer one to imagine they 
do it with, a view of ferving their country, and 
much too negligent and degage to aim at ferving 
themfelves, 1 charitably conclude, in order to 
give them fome motive for a£lion, that they com- 
mence candidates purely from this principle, as , 
■wanting only to pufh themfelves into a prefent 
momentary crowd at the enfuing eleftion, and 
to fecure to themfelves a feptenniar crowd, by- 
getting ^to parliament. I could enumerate ma- 
ny more inftances of the fame kind, but really I 
have fcribbled till I am tired : I have, however, 
one word to fay to your friends the poets before I 
conclude. You know, fir, they frequently make 
fimilies about us women, and are particularly 
fond of taking them from the feathered part of 
the creation : for inftance, if a woman is cori- 
ftant (as perhaps fome women have formerly 
been) they compare her to a turtle ; if fhe fmgs 
well, they inftantly clap a nightingale into her 
throat ; and if j(he is fair, the fwan's plumage 
immediately becomes dirty by comparifon. Now 
all thefe iimilies may do well enough in the con<- 
fined way they ufe them ; but they never yet 
found out any fingle bird, that could be made 
ufe of as a general fymbol of the whole fex. I 
have, Mr. Fitz-Adam ; and I (hall give it them 
to put into verfe, if they pleafe ; affuring myfelf, 
that if they are convinced of the truth of my 
foregoing reafonings, they will think it a juft one ; 
not to keep them or you longer in fufpence, it is 

a WILD-rGOOSE. 

I am. 

Among the crowd of your admirers^ 

M.B. 

■'■ Numb. 
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Nlm3. 67. Thursday, yfpril 11, 1754. 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

S IR, 

AL L the fadiionable part of mankind fetoot 
with the ambition of being thq|fght men 

of TASTE. 

This is the prcfcnt univerfal pailion : buttte 
misfortune is, that like fportfmen, wholofethdr 
hare, and ftart coneys, which lead them ova 
warrens, where their horfes break their legs, 
and fling their riders ; fo in the affair of tastI) 
we frequently fee men following fome falfe fcent, I 
with the fame ardour that they would have pur- i 
fued the proper objeiSl of a chace, and with muGh 
.greater inconveniences. 

Of all the various fubjeifls that have yetex- 
ercifed the geniufes of modern writers, thatef 
TASTE has appeared to be the moft difficult to 
treat ; becaufe almoft all of them have loft them- 
felves in endeavouring to trace its fource. They 
have generally indeed referred us for its origin to 
the polite and imitative aits ; whereas thoTe arc 
rather its oftspriiig, than its parents. Perhaps 
their miilakos in the trc ating this delicate fubjeci 
may have arifcn from the great refemblance which 
FALSE [TASTE bears to TRUE, which hafty 
and inaccurnte obfervers will find as difficult 
to diftingiiifli, as to difccrn Pinchbeck's metaJ 
from genuine gold at the firft tranfient glance. 
To the end therefore that the ideas of our fine 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen may be fomewhat more precifcly ad- 
jufted upon this important article, I (hall venture 
to aflert, that the firft thing neceffary for thofe 
who wifli to acquire a true taste, is, to pre- 
pare their minds by an early purfuit and love of 
moral order, propriety, and all the rational beau- 
ties of a juft and well-regulated condudl. 

True taste, like good-breeding in behavi- 

• our, feems to be the eafieft thing in nature to at- 
: tain ; but yet, where it does not grow fpontane- 

oufly, it is a plant of all others the moil difficult 
to cultivate. It muft be fown upon a bed of virgin- 
fen fe, and kept perfeftly clean of every weed that 

'. may prevent or retard its growth. It was long er- 

: roneoufly thouglit to be an exotic ; but experience 
has convinced us that it will bear the cold of our 

. moft nojg|:hern provinces. I could produce in- 
ftances to confirm this aiTcrtion, from almoft 

' ^^^U countv of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The folly is, that everv man thinks hioifelf 

• capable of .arriving at perfeaion in this divine ac- 
complifhrncnt : hut nature hath not difpenfcd her 
gifts in fuch profufion. There is but one fun to 

• illuminate our earth, while the ftars that twinkle 
with inferior luftre are innumerable. Thus 
thofe great geniufes that are the perfeft models 
of TRUE taste, are extremely rare, while thou- 

■ fands daily expofe themfelves to ruin and ridicule; 
by vain and aukward imitations. 

Perhaps to arrive at taste in one fingle 
branch of polite refinement, might not be alto- 
gether fo fruitlefs an ambition ; but the abfurdity 
is to aim at an univerfal taste. Now this will 
beft appear by obferving what numbers mifcarry 
even in the moft confined purfuit of this difficult 

accom-* 
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accompli (hment. One feeks this coy miftr^rs in 
hooks and ftudy ; others puri'ue her through 
France, through Italy, nay, through Spain ; and 
after all their labours, we have frequently fecn 
them ridiculoufly embracing pedantry and foppery 
with the mptures due alone to taste. Thus it 
happens with many deluded travellers in the 
fields of gallantry, who enjoy fancied familiari- 
ties with women of the firll rank, whofe names 
and titles ftrumpets have afiumed, to deceive the 
vain, the ignorant, and the unwary. 

It is thought the Bona Dea of the Romam, 
was nothing more than the goddefs of taste. 
Ladies alone were admitted to her myfteries. 
The natural indelicacy indeed of the ftronger fcx 
feems to countenance this opinion ; women in ge- 
neral having finer and more exquifite.fenfations 
than men -, and it is a thorough acquaintance 
with the virtues and charms of that moft amiable 
part of our fpccies which conftitutes the moft 
efTential quality of a man of taste. Who in- 
deed ever knew a mere foldier, a mere polidcian, 
a mere fcholar, to be a man of taste ? 

Were we to eredt a temple to taste, every 
SCIENCE fhould furnifh a pillar, every virtue 
fliould there have an altar, and the three graces 
Ihould hold the high-priefthood in commiflion. 

We daily fee pretenders to this quality endea- 
vouring to difplay it in a parade of drefs and 
equipage ; but thefe, alas ! can only produce a 
beau. We fee others fet up for it amongft cards 
and dice J but thefe can create nothing better 
than a gamefter. Others in brothels, which 
only form a debauchee. Some have run for it 
at New-market 5 fome have drank for it at the 

King's- 
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King's-arms ; the former, to their great furprize, 
have acquired only the title of good jock^'s^ 
the latter of jolly bucks. There are many who 
aim at it in literary compofitions, and gain at 
moft the charafter of intruding authors. 
- However, this general purfuit of taste has 
its ufes ; thofe numbers who go in queft of it, 
where it is never to be found, ferve at leaft a$ 
fo many marks that teach us to avoid fleering the 
feme unfuccefsful courfe. 

The plain truth of the matter is, a houfe 
filled with fine pidlures, the fideboard loaded 
with mafTy plate, the fplendid equipage, with 
all the hey-dukes, pages and fervants that attend 
it, do not entitle the pofTefTor to be called a man 
of taste : they only bring with them either 
axixiety or contempt to thofe whofe rank and for- 
tunes are not equal to fuch oflentation. I will 
be bold to fay therefore, notwithflanding fome of 
your readers will doubtlefs look upon me as 
an unpolifhed Vandal, that the befl inflance 
any man can give of his taste, is to fhew 
that he has too much delicacy to relifh any thing 
fo low and little, as the purchafe of fuperfluities, 
at another's cofl, or with his own ruin. At leafl 
the placid fatisfaftion of that man's heart, who 
prudently meafures his expences, and confines his 
defires. within the circle of his annual revenue, 
begets that well-ordered difpofition of mind, 
without which it is impoffible to merit the cha-* 
radler of a man of jufl refined taste. 

Certain it is, that he befl difcovers thejufl- 
nefs of his taste, who befl knows how to pur- 
fue and fecure the moil folid and lafliing happi- 
nefs. Now where ihall we look for this, with 

fo 
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fo much probability of finding it, as in temper- 
ance and tranquillity of mind, in focial and 
domeftic enjoyments ? Arc not thefe the firft 
and moft edcntial objedls of TASTE i Certainly 
they arc, and when a man has once acquini 
thtfe, he m.iy, if fortune and nature have pro- 
perly qualiiicd him, launch out into a more ex- 
tent ive com pal's, and difplay his genius in a larger 
circle. 

But it will be difficult, I fear, to perfuade 
thole young men of the prefent generation, who 
are ambitious of eftablilhing a charafler for 
TASTE, to advance towards it by fo flow and re- 
gular a progreflion. They feem in general to be 
poflbPicd with a kind of epic madnefs, and are' 
for hurrying at once into the midft of things. 
But perhaps you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, may be able, 
by rcafon or by ridicule, to call back their atten- 
tion to the previous fteps ; to perfuade them to 
learn to walk, before they attempt to run ; to con- 
vince them, that profufion in architediure, in 
gardening, in equipage, in drefs, &c. can ferve 
no other purpofe but to difturb their imaginations, 
and to give them a general diftafteof themfelves, 
and of every thing around them. 

It is by no means, however, furprizing that 
this character of taste fhould be fo univerfally 
fought after ; as true taste is doubtlefs the 
highell point of perfection, at which human na- 
ture, in this her itate of frailty, can poffibly arrive. 
A man endowed with this quality, poflefies 
all his fenfes, in the manner beft adapted to re- 
ceive the impreflion of every true pleafure, which 
Providence has fcattered with a liberal hsuid for 
the delight of its creatures; There is nothing in- 

trinfically 



^« 67. T H E W O R L D. 95 

ainfically beautiful, which does not fumifh him • 
mth perpetual delight ; as every thing ill^fafliion- 
;d and deformed zfft&s him with difguft and ab- 
lorrence. That is, in a w6rd, the avenues of 
lis mind are open only to thofe enjoyments that 
>ring with them the paffports of truth and reafon. 

Philalethes is a man of taste, accord- 
ng to the notion I have here given of that qua- 
ity. His condudl is influenced by fentiment as 
^ell as by principle ; and if he were ever fo fe- . 
:ure of fecrecy and impunity, he would no more 
ye capable of committing a low or a bafe aftion, 
:han of admitting a vile performance into his no- 
Ae colleftion of painting and fculpture. His 
uft tafte of the fine arts, and his exquifite deli- 
racy in moral condu6t, are but one and the fame 
fenfe, exerting itfelf upon different obje<5ts ; a 
love of beauty, order and propriety, extended 
to all their various intelleftual and vifible exhi- 
bitions. Accordingly, Philalethes is con- 
fiftent in every part of liis chara6ler. You fee 
the fame elegant and noble fimplicity, the fame 
Dorreil and judicious way of thinking, exprefled 
in his drefs, bis equipage, his furniture, his gar- 
dens, and his a6lions. 

How different is Micio from Philalethes ! 
Yet Micio would be thought a man of taste. 
But the misfortune is, he has not a heart for it. 
I fay a heart, however odd the expreffion may 
found : for as a celebrated ancient has defined' 
an orator to be vir bonus dicendi peritus^ fo I muft 
infift upon it, that a good heart is an eflential 
ingredient to form.agood taste. When I fee 
Micio, therefore, diflipatlng his health and 
ftrength in. lewd- embraces tuid midnight revels^ ; 

when 



96 THEWORLD. N«6l 

when I fee hltn throwing away over-night at tlie 
gaming table, what he mu(t refufe the next 
morning to the juft clamours of his injured 
traJcihien ; I am not the Icafl furprized at his 
trimmed trccs, his unnatural terrailes, his FitiKh 
tnillage^ his Dutch parterres, his Chinefe bells, 
and his tawdry equipage. . 

In hncy though every man cannot arrive at the 
p<.ifv:ction of this quality, yet itniay be neccilarj 
that he Ihould be fufficiently inftru<Eted, not to be 
deceived ill his judgment concerning the claim of 
it ill others. Fothis end the few following quo- 
x'ic^ may be applied with fingular advantage. Is 
ilv:- pretender to taste proud ? Is he a cox- 
comb r Is he a fpcndthrift ? Is he a gamefter? 
Is he a ilanderer ? Is he a drunkard ? Is he a bad 
neighbour ? a fham patriot ? or a falfe friend? 
By this fliort catcchifm every youth, even of 
the moil (lender capacity, may be capable of 
iiLivnniniiig who is not a man of taste. 

I am, &c. 

J-T. 

Numb. 68. Thursday, Jprll i8, 1754. 

To Mr. Fn z-Adam. 
Sir, 

TH E kind reception which you gave to my 
letter of November laft, makes me take 
the liberty of fending you fome farther anecdotes 
of my family. 

As my grandfather. Sir Josiah Pumpkin, 
bad made a confider»ible figure in king Charles's 

court, 
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court, his only fon Ralph, my honoured ' fa- 
ther, was no kfs confpicuous for his valour, ' 
towards the latter end of king William's reign. ' 
Although the race of kings was changed, the 
laws of HONOUR ftill remain the fame. But 
my grandfather had retired with his family to 
Pumpkin-hall, about a year and a half before the 
revolution, much difcontented with the times, 
and often wifhing that Judge Somebody (I forget 
his name) had been a militia colonel, that he 
might have run him througli the body, or cut off 
one of his cheeks with a broad fword. In the 
fame ftrain he frequently wiflied Father Pe-, 
TERS a life-guard-man, that he might have 
caned him before the court-gate of White-hall. 
** Thefe fellows, faid he, put me in mind of 
*' murderers in popifh countries, who if they 
•* run into a church after cutting a throat, are 
** fecured from all danger of punilhment. Our 
** Englifh ruffians too are frequently fafe, if they 
*' can but fliew a lawyer's gown, or a prieft's 
*' cowl." My grandmother, lady PuMPKm, 
was a prttdent woman, and, not v/ithout feme 
difficulty, perfuaded Sir Josiah to content bin - 
felf with drinking conftant bumpers ofprofperity 
to the chufch and ftate, without fighting duels 
or breaking heads, in defence of the Britifh con- 
ftitution. Indeed he might well be content with 
the glory he had obtained, having been once Ihot 
through the leg, and carrying the marks of fe- 
ven-and-twenty wounds in diifcrent parts of his 
body, all boldly acquired by fingle combats, in, 
defence of nominal liberty, and real loyalty, du- 
ring king Charles the fecond's reign. 

Vol. IL E Mv 
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My iathcr was returned for a boroug 
Wales, in the fccond parliament of king } 
liam. This drew him everjr winto* to Loni 
and he never took his leave of Sir Josi ah \ 
out receiving a &n& command, to do : 
brave a£l becoming a man of honour aj 
Pumpkin. As he was remarkably an obe 
ion, and indeed as we were all, not on! 
Pumpkins, but as old Britons, very chol 

4 and fiery, my father fcarce ever returned 1 

without fome glorious atchievement, the hei 
of which generally reached Pumpkin*hall b 
the hero. Of his feveral exploits, give me 1 
.o.ily to mention three ; not fo much in rcga 
his honour, as that they carry in them fome 
ticular and remarkable circumftances. 

There was an intimacy between my fa 
.and Major John Davis of the foot gu 
Their fim acquaintance and friendship had b 
when the major was Quartered at a market t 
near Pumpkin- hall. Their regards had coni 
cd towards each other with the greateft ftrifi 
for feveral yearsi ; when one day at dinner 
a large company at a tavern, my father jocu 
in diicourfe faid; ** Ah ! Major ! Major ! 
** ftill love to ride the fore-horfe." AUudii 
his defire of being foremoft in all partic 
pleafure. Major £)avis immediately chaj 
colour, and took the earlieft opportunity of 
ling Mr. Pumpkin afide, and demanding i 
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plied the majory '• 'why did you reproacli me 
^^ with having beea a poftilion i It is true I 
^^ was one ; but by what means did you know 
^^ it ? and when you did know it, why would 
*^ you hint it to the company, by faying, that 
** I ftill loved to ride the fore-horfe i " My far- 
ther protefted bis ignorance of the faA, and con- 
iequently his innocence of intending any aiFront, 
The two friends were immediately reunited as. 
ftrongly as before; and the major ever after- 
wards was particularly cautious how he difco- 
vered his loriginal, or blindly followed the folly: 
of his own fufpicions* 

Oni of my Other's tavern-companions, captaia- 
Shadow, who was very young, very giddy, and 
almoft as weak in body as in mind, challenged 
him on a fuppofed affront, in not receiving the 
return of a bow which he had made to my father 
in the play-houfe. They were to fight in Hyde- 
park : but as the captain was drawing his fword 
with the fierceft indignation, it luckily occurred 
to his thoughts that the provocation might pof* 
fibly have been undefigned, or if otherwife, that 
the revenge he had meditated was of too cruel and 
bloodv a nature ; he therefore begged pardon of 
his adverfary, and made up the aflair. 

I WISH this had |>ecn the laft of my father'* 
combats, but he was unhappily engaged in a 
duel with a French officer, who had taken the 
wall of him, and in that duel he received a 
wound, which, after throwing him feveral months 
into a languifhing miferable condition, at lalt 
proved fatal by ending in a mortification. He 
bore his long illnefs with amazing fortitude ; hut 
often expre&d an abhorrence of thefe polite and 
.... E 2 honour- 
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honourable murders ; and wifhed that he might 
have lived fome ^ars longer^ only to have 
fhcwn that he durit not fight. 

I LEAVE you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to make 
your moral refledtions on thefe feveral ftories ; 
but I cannot conclude my letter without giving 
you an account of the only duel in which mj 
poor dear hufband, Mr. Solomon Muzzy, was 
engaged y if a man may be faid to be engaged 
^ho was fcarce ever awake. 

Mr. Muzzy was very fat, and extremely Ic* 
thargic. To be fure, he had courage fufficient 
for a major-general ; but he was not only un- 
wieldy, but fo lethargically ftupid, that he fell 
afleep even in mufical aflemblies, and fnored in 
the play-houfe, as bad, poor man ! as he ufed to 
fnore in his bed. However, having received 
many taunts and reproaches from my grandfather 
(who was become by age very tart and peevifh) 
he refolved to challenge his own coufin german 
by the mother's fide, brigadier Truncheon of 
Soho-fquare. It feems the perfon challenged fix^ 
upon the place and weapons. Truncheon, a 
deep-ftghted man, chofe Primrofe-hill for the 
field of battle, and fwords for the weapons of d^ 
fence. I'o avoid fufpicion, and to prevent a dif- 
covery, they were to walk together from Picca- 
dilly, where we then lived, to the fummit of 
Primrofe-hill. Truncheon's fcheme took ef- 
fe&, Mr. Muzzy was much fatigued and out 
of breath with the walk. However, he drew 
his fword ; and, as he aiTured me himfelf, began 
to attack his coufin Truncheon with a valour 
which mud have charmed my grandfather, had 
he been prefent. The brigadier went back ; Mu 

Muzzy 



K^ 68. T H E W O R L n. lor 

Muzzy purfued ; but not having his adverfary's 
alacrity, he flopped a little to take breath. He 
flopped, alas ! too long : his lethargy came oi> 
with more than ordinary violence : he firfl do- 
zed, as he fiood upon his legs, and then beginning 
to nod forwards, dropt by degrees upon his 
face in a mofl profound fleep.. Truncheon^ 
bafe man ! took this opportunity to wound my 
hufband as he lay fnoring on the ground ; ana 
he had the cunning to direft his flab in fuch a 
manner, as to make it fuppofed that Mr. Muzzy 
had fled, and in his flight had received a wound 
in the moft ignominious part of his body. You 
will afk what became of the feconds? They 
were both killed upon the fpot ; but being only 
two fervants, the one a butler^.the. other a cook, 
they were buried the fame night; and by the 
power 6f a little money properly applied, no far- 
ther enquiry was ever made about them. 

Mr. MuzzY) wounded as he was (the blood 
trickling from him in great abundance) might 
probably have flept upon tjiat fpot for many hoursy^ 
had not he been awakened by the cruel bites of 
a maflifF. The dog began fjrfl to lick his blood, 
and then tearing his cloaths, fell upon the wound- 
ed part, as if it had been carrion. *. My poor 
hufband was thoroughly awakened by tne new 
hurt he had receivisd ; and indeed it was impoflible 
to have flept, while he was lofing whole collops 
of the fattefl and mofl pulpy part of his flefh : fo 
that he was brought home to me, much ^ore 
wounded, Mr. Fitz-Adam, by the teeth of the 
maflifF, than by the fword of his coufin Trun- 
cheon. 

E 3 This^ 
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Tht9> fir, is the real fs£tj as it happened ; al- 
though I well know that the Truncheon h^ 
mily uke the liherty of telling a very dif&rent 
ftory, much to the difhonour of my hufband's 
memory. Permit me, Mr. Fitz-Adam, by your 
means, to do public juftice to Mr. Muzzy'i 
character, and at the fame time to afiure you 
that I am. 

Sir, 

Tlfur mnji obUged and okedienf 
humble fervant^ 
Mary Muzzy. 

#»»»»♦»»♦»! » »»♦»•» »»»» 

Numb. 69. Thursday, utfril^^j 1754, 

FO R the entertainment of thc^e of my rea- 
ders who love variety, and to oblige thofe 
of my correfpondents whofe epiftles to me are 
too Qiort to be publiihed fingly, I have fet apart 
this paper for mifcellaneous produ&iou. 

To Mr. Fxts-Apam. 

Sir, 
If you are a ftrong-bodied man, be fo kind as 
to open your arms to your fair readers, aod lift 
them down fafely from their high-heeled ihoes. 
I am really in pain when I iee a pretty woman 
tottering along, uncertain at every ftqp fiie takes 
whether fhe fl^ll ftand or fall, if the ladies in« 
tend by this fa(hion to difplay the lee to greater 
advantage, to be fure we are obKged to them : 
but I cannot help being of opinion, that the 

(hortne(s 
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fliortnefs of the modern petticoat might fully an- 
fwcr this defirable purpofe. 

Prav, Mr. Fitz-Adam, favour us with your 
thoughts upon this matter 5 and if you can re^ 
duce this enormity, aad take the ladies down 
(I will not fay in their wedding only, but) in 
all their (hoes, you will oblige every hufband 
and father, whofic wife and daughters may be 
liable, from walking in ftilts^ to mlHce false 

5TEPS. 

I am, &c. 

T. H. 

Sir, 

As almoft every feffioA convinces us that it 
is not beneath €Ae wiftfom of parliament to 
fyend much time and cbnfideratioti in the enaA- 
ing and amending laws for the prefervation of 
the game, and to determine who ihould, and 
who fhould not be his own butcher or poulterer 
ki the fields; it is- mu^h to be wondered at, 
that the lame vigilant care has not extended tb 
the employments of leifure and opulence ill 
town ; and to deteimine vtrhat eftate or place 
ihould oyxLiFY a man to play at cards or 
DiCB : how much he muft be pofiefied of to At 
down to a game of all-fours : how much 
more to cut in at wmsT, or to make one at a 
party of Bit AG : or how much more ftill to 
punt at FARO,; or to fit down at a hazarit- 
TABLE : always reierytng to privy-counfellora, 
and members of either houfe, an exclufive pri- 
vilege of ruining themfelves at any game they 
ibalT think proper to play at. 

E 4 I DARR 
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I DARE fav, Mr. Fitz-Adam, z bare hint of 
th\s will be (ufHcient to get it carried into a law; 
especially if it be added, that till fuch a law is 
made, mv lord and the chairman are up- 
on a level in their amufements ; except that his 
lordfhip is lofing his eftate with great temper 
and good-breeding at White's, ^nd the chair- 
man beggaring his family with oaths and curfes 
in a nicht-cel;.ar. 

I am. Sir, 

Tour biimble fervanty 

W.X. 

Sir, 

Your paper upon servants put me in mind 
of a paiTage in the life of the marquis (after* 
wards duke) of Ormonde, which I believe will 
not be unentertaining to your readers. 

The marquis having been invited by a French 
nobleman to pafs fome days at his hbufe in St. 
Germain en ktye^ in compliance with an incon- 
venient Englifh cuftom, at his coming away, 
left with the maitre £ hotel ten pifloles, to oe 
diflributed amongfl the fervants. It was all the 
money he had, nor did he know how to get 
credit for more when he reached Paris. As he 
was on the road ruminating on his melancholy 
circumftance, and contriving how to raife. a 
fmall fupply for prefent ufe, he was furprized at 
being told by his fervant, diat the nobleman at 
whofe houfe he had been entertained, was be- 
hind, driving furioufly, as if he was defirous of 
overtaking him. 

The marquis, it feems, had fcarce left St. 
Germabiy when the diftribution of the money 
he had given caufed a great difturbance amongU; 

the 
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the fervants*; who exalting their , own fervice 
and attendance, complained of the maitre d' ho-^ 
tePs partiality. The nobleman, hearing an un- 
ufual noife in his family, and upon enquiry inta 
the matter, findinj^ what it was, took the ten 
piftoles, and caufing horfes to be put to hi? 
chariot, made all the hafte that was poffible af- 
ter the marquis of Ormonde. The marquis up- 
on notice of his approach, got ofF his horfe as 
the other quitted his chariot, and advanced to 
embrace him with great affeftion and refpeft; 
but was ftrangely furprized to find a coldnefs in - 
the nobleman, which forbad all embraces till 
he had received fatisfaftion in a point which had 
given him great offence. He afked the. marqufs- 
if he had reafon to complain of any difrefpeft'^ 
or defeft which he met with in the too mean, , 
but very friendly entertainmen-:, which his 
houfe afforded : and being anfwered by the mar- 
quis, that his treatment had been full of civility- 
that he had never paffed fo many days more 
agreeably in his life, and could not but wonder 
that the other (hould fufpeft the contrary : the* 
nobleman then told him, ** That the leaving , 
" ten piftoles to be diftributed amongft the fer- 
** vantSj was treating his houfe as an inn, and 
" was the greateft affront that could be offered : 
*' to a man of quality: that he paid his own 
** fervants well, and hired them to wait on his 
" friends as well as himfelf/. that he confidercd 
** him as a ft ranger who might be unacquaint- 
*' ed with the cuftoms of France, and err 
** through fome pradice deemed lefs diflvonour- 
'' able in his own country; otherwife his re- 
E 5 . " fentmcat. 
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** fentment Ihould have prevented any expoftu- 
** lation: but as the cafe flood, after having 
^ explained the nature of the affair^ he muft 
** either redre(k the miftake by receiving back 
** the ten piftoies, or give hitn the ufual fatif- 
^ fa£Hon of men of honour for an aii»>wed af- 
•* front/' The marquis acknowledged his crror^ 
took back his money^ and returned to Paris, 
with lefs anxiety about his fubfiflence. 

Your readers, Mr. Fits-Adam, may learn* 
from this Aory, that all our f^fhions are not. 
boiTowed from France. 

Tiiin^ Sic. 

A. Z., 

Honoured Sir>. 
This is to acquaint you tfiat I am agentle— 
' man's fervant, and that I have read the letter up- 
on fervants, figncd O. S. in the World of the 
aift of February laft: and though.! admit the: 
charge brought againft us in that letter to be 
true, namely, that, thofe who have nothing to . 
give may go whiftle for a clean plate or a glafs 
of wine ; yet I do not agree that a poor poet 
(for I am fure he muft be a poet that wrote that 
letter; if he had been a gentleman, he would- 
have done as gentlemen do; I fay, that. I do^ 
not agree that a poor poet) has any right ta. 
abufe thofe ^at are his betters. A good fer- 
vant, Mid one who knows his buflnefs, wilU 
endeavour all he can to keep low people from 
intruding at his mafter's table: and yet fo far^ 
are many of us from holding poets in contempt, , 
that they are always welcoi^e to dinaer in the 

hall^ 
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hall with the bed of us, and have free leave 
to read their yer&s, or *fing their fongs for the 
entertainment, of the company. 

If this fiune Mr, O. S. had been a philofo- 
pher or a man of deep learning, he might have 
had fome fort of reafon to find fault ; for it 
is not to be denied that we are a little apt to 
overlook fuch fort of gentry ; but not fo much 
becaufe they have nothing to give, as from an 
abience of mind which we conftantly obferve 
in tbefe jAilofophers and men of deep learning^; 
who if they afk for bread, beer, or wine, are 
as well contented with ml, vinegar, or muftan}^' . 
or any thing elfe diat lu4>pens to be readieft at 
hand. 

I BSG pardon for troubling you with this let- 
ter, which is only to fet thefe matters in a clear 
light, and to requeft that you will publifh no- 
more p2»ers about ferrants, but let things go on 
in the old way ; and in fo doing you will oblige - 
BS ^ in general, and in particular, . 
HoNouRcn, Sir, 
tiur dutiful fonumt • 

I. K. 

As ' I am d^oue* of 'bdiig a peace^mafcer up^ 
en ail oGcafiens, I ihall comply with the requeft * 
of this eorreifondent, and conclude my p^er • 
with a hint te all gentlemen in: livery, that as 
p^ets, philoCe^hers and men of' learning will 
be. fomecimes intmdara at thdr mafters tables, 
let than coniider then at bretbroi, and treat 
them with hitttianky. . 

. E 6 ' KuMB*. 
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• Numb. 70* Thursday, May^y 1754. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam» 

Sir, 

'\T OUR correfpondent in your fixty-thirf 
j[ paper has, I muft confefs, fhcwn no lefs' 
ingenuity than the duke de Vivonne did wit in: 
his celebrated anfwer to Ldewis the fourteenth^ 
upon that king's afking him at table, Mais a 
quoifert de lire? La kSiure^ faid the duke, fait 
a fejlprit ce que vos perdrix font a mes joUes. But 
whatever new doctrines thefe gentlemen are 
pleaied to broach, that books are the food 
of the MIND, I muft beg leave to fay, that 
they have frpm time unmemorial been called 
PHYSIC not food: and for this I appeal to 
the famous infcription on the Alexandrian li- 
brary, which! have placed at the head of my, 
letter^ physic for the soul. 

For my own part, I can truly faiy that I have 
confidered all books as physic from my earlieft 
youth ; and fo indeed< have moft. of my.fchool-> 
fellows and acquaintance,: and naufeated ' them 
accordingly. : nor can any of us. a| this time en- 
dure the fight or touch of them, not even a pre- 
fent from the author, unlefs it be as thoroughly 
gilt as the moft loathfome pill, or qualified and 
made palatable by the fyrup of a dedication^ 

•I Those 
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Those who have endeavoured to- conquer 
this difguft,. have given the moil forcible proofs of 
tile truth of my argument : many of them by ven- 
turing to prefcribe to themfelves, have fo injudi- 
cioufly taken their potions, that theif minds have 
been thrown into various- ill habits and diforders«. 
Some* have fallen into fo lax a ftate, that they 
could neither digeft nor keep any thing whatfo- 
ever. Nay, I have been acquainted with fuch as 
have taken the moft innocent and falutary of 
thefe medicines, but by over-dofmg themfelves^ 
and niaking no allowance for their own corrupt 
and acrimonioua humours,^ have fallen -into the 
moft violent agitations, difeharging fuch a quan-- 
taty of undigefted and virulent matter, that they 
have poifoned the neighbourhood round. Somc^ 
only upon taking the quantity of a few pages^ 
have ftared, raved,, foamed at the nK^uth, and 
difcovered all the fymptoms of madnefs ; while:. 
the very, fame dofe has had the contrary eiFe£k 
upon others, operating only .as an opiate. 

The true and genuine food of the mind is 
NEWS. That this is incontcftable, appears 
from the number of- fouls in this metropolis who 
fubfift entirely upon this* diet,, without the leaft 
addition, of any other nourifhment what(bever« 
In all ages .and countries the poets have conftant- 
ly defcribed the avidity with which it is taken, by 
tne figurative expreffions of eating or drinking, 
Shakefpear ufes a more general term : 

ff^sth open mouth s wax lowing a taybr^s 

NEWS. 

Another witty author calls news the manna. 
of. the day: alluding to that food with which 

the 
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tlit Ifraelites were fupplied in the wilderiiefs 
firom dxy to day, and ^tch in a very litde time 
Became ftale and corrupt : at indeed ProvidanK 
hat in itt wifdom ordained that all kinds of fuf^ 
tenance (hall be in their, nature corruptible, id 
femind man continually of the dependency of his 
ftate on earth. . Whereas physic (particularly of 
the modern:, chymical. preparation) preferves its 
efficacy and virtues uncomipted and unimpaired 
Vj time^- a property it hais in common with-: 
BOOKS;. which never fufier by age, provided 
they are originally well compofed, and of good 
ingredients. The principal of thefe ingredients 
. are generally thought to be wit 5 and I fancy, Mr. 
Eitz-Adam, by the quantity of it with which • 
you now and then feafen ypur fpeculadoos, that 
you have adopted that opinion. But let me tell < 
you, fir, .that though my fuppofition ihould be 
^ue, you are in the wrong, to rely upon it too 
much : for though this feafoning mould happen, 
to preferve them for the admiration of future 
times, it is certainly your bufinefe to accommo-- 
tbte yourfelf to the taftc of the prefent. If there- 
fore you would make fure of cuftomers, give us 
MEWS ; for which there is as conflant a demand 
as for daily bread : . and as for your wit, which is a, 
luxury, treat it as the Dutch ao their fpices -, burn . 
half of it, and you may poffibly render the roaaain- 
ing half of fome value. But tf you produce all : 
you have for the market, yau^willifooniinditfae^* 
come a mere drug, and bear no price. . 
I am. 
Tour fritnd and welt-wiflari 

A. .B« . 

IjjavBc 
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I HAVE publiifaed this letter juft as I recetved" 
it : and as a proof that, mjr cormgK>ndent is not 
fingnlar in his opinkm oif wit,, I muft obferve- 
diat the fagacdous author of the late excellent 
abridgment of the faiftory. o£ Fiance exprefies a. 
doubt that the jgrefent age may. depreciate wit, mb 
the lafr exploded learning. ^^PrefunL gardi fur. 
^ U i8"* Jiede ne durU. Fiffrk^ amm k ly"* 
^ avdt' dicrii R enuRtitn.** 

TH£fixteenth, century produced the greateftr 
number of men of. the moft profound erudition :: 
and notwithftanding thofe of the feventeenth. 
defpiftd them for tbieir laborious application, it 
is evident that, it was owing . to . thofe labours , 
that dieir fucceflbrs attained knowledge with fo^ 
mudueafe*. 

Towards the end of the laft century, fomc- 
poflefled, and many affected,. a pure taue in li- 
terature ; and fetting up for a mndard towards 
the writings of the ancients, very liberally re«" 
warded thofe who imitated them the neareft in . 
chaftity of compofition. But no iboner had. 
Monficnr Galland tranflated the Acabian . tales, ^ 
than the whole French nation ran mad, and 
would, never after read any thing but wretched 
tmitatioos of thuir moft wild extravags^ncie^ ; for 
it ought to be obierved, that fome of. thofe ori-* 
ginal ftories contain ufeful morals and welL- 
dmwn pii£hures from common life : and it may> 
bt to thofe ftories, perhaps, diat we owe that . 
fpecies of writing which is at once fo entertain- 
ing and inftruftive ; and in which a very emi- 
nent wit, to the honour of this nation, has 
£hewn himfelf fo incomparably. fuperior in draw- 
ing natural chara&ers. But th^ were not the 

parts 
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parts which had th& fortune to pleafe : the en- 
ehantments, the monfters and transformations 
engaged all their attention ; infomuch that the 
ikmous Count Hamilton, with a pleafant indig- 
nation at this folly, wrote a tale of wonders, 
with defign to ridicule thefe idle books by an 
aggravated imitation ; but with an efFeft fo di- 
reftly contrary to his intention, that to this day, 
France is continually producing little pieces of 
that extravagiant turn ; while England, that land 
of liberty, equally indifferent to works of wit^ 
and encouraging the licentioufnefs of the old co- 
medy, can relim nothing but perfonal charader, 
or wanton romance. Hence arifes that fwarm 
of memoirs, all filled with abufe or impurity^ 
which, whatever diftinftions my prefent correfr 
pondent may make with relation to food and 
PHYSIC, are the poison of the mind. 

The beft antidote to this poifon, and the 
aioft falutary. in. every, refpeft, is that fpecies of 
writing which may properly be termed regi*- 
MEN ; which, partaking of the qualities both of 
physic and food, at once cleanfes and fuftains 
the patient. Such have I ftudied to make thefe 
my papers ; which are therefore neither given 
daily for fuftenance, nor occaiionally as medi-(> 
cine, but regularly and weekly as an altera- 
tive. I have been extremely careful in the 
compofition, that there fhall not be wanting a 
proper quantity of fweet, acid, and fait ; yet fo 
juftly proportioned, as not to cloy, four, or la- 
cerate the weakeft ftomach. The fuccefs I 
have met with will be better proved by the at- 
teftations of my patients, than by any Doafts of 
my own. . Out of many hundreds of thefe at- 
testations. 
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teftations, I (hall content myfelf at prefent with 
only publifhing the following. 

Extras of a Utter from Bath. 

Sir, . 

I CAN aflure you with the greateft truth, that 
my three eldeft daughters were for more than 
a whole winter moft ftrangely afFedled with a 
NAKEDNESS in the SHOULDERS, infomuch that 
the thill neft and flighteft covering whatfoever was 
almoft infupportable, efpecially in public. The 
beft advice in the place w;as procured, but the 
difeafe increafed with fo much violence, that 
many exprefled their opinion that every part of 
the Dody was in danger of the infection. At laft, 
when nothing elfe would do, they were prevailed 
upon to enter into a regular courfe of your papers, 
and in a very few "weeks, to the furprize of every 
tody in the rooms, were perfeftly cured. 1 
therefore beg of you, good fir, to let the bearer 
have thirty dozeii of the papers, for which he 
will pay you. 

I am, 

Sir, &c. 

The original letter, fealed with a coronet, 
may be fcen at Mr. Dodfley's in Pali-Mall. 



Numb-* 
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Numb. 71. Thursday, Mey 9, 1754. 

Ne fcutica dignum harribili fi^ere fiagilk. 

HoR. 

I FLATTER myfclf it muff baif« beew 
frequently remarked, that I have hitherta 
executed the office I have undertaken without any 
of that harfhnefs which may deferve the name 
of fatire, but on the contrary, with that gentle 
«nd good-humoured ridicule, which, rather in- 
dicates the wi(bes of paternal tendernefs, than^ 
the di£late& of magiftenat authority*^ My tA\&$ 
carry nothing with diem penal. After 1 have 
fpent five pages out of fix to fhew that the ladies 
disfigure their perfons, and the gentlemen their 
paria and gardens,, by toa much art,. I make no- 
rther coficiufion,, than by cooUv informing^: 
$hem, that each- would be moce bcautiAilj tf 
nature was leis difguifed,. 

A CERTAIN great travellier,. happening ta 
take Florence in one of his tours, was much, 
careffed and admired by the Great Duke. The 
variety of countries he nad feen, and his vivacity 
in deicribing th^ cuAo(ns, manners and charac^ 
tcrs of their inhabitants, rendered him highly 
entertaining. But it happened a little unfortu- 
nately that he had taken a fancy to adopt one of. 
the fafhions of the eaft, that of wearing whif- 
kers, which he did. in the fulleft and largeft ex- 
tent of the mode. The Great Duke could by 
uomcMis reliih this fafluon j. and as qonftantly 

as 
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as he finiihcd his fecond bottle, his difguft would 
break out, though never with greater harflinefs 
than in the following words, *' Signor Gira- 
'' mondo, I am not duke of Tufcany while y6tt 
'' wear thofe whifkers.** In like manner I fay, 
I am not Adam Fitz-Adam while the ladies 
wear fuch enormous hoops, fuch fhort petticoats, 
and fuch vaft patches near the left eye ; or while 
gentlemen ruin their fortunes and conftitution« 
by play, or deform the face of nature by the 
fopperies of art. 

The moderation of the duke of Tufcany^ 
who, with the help of a pair of fciifars^ might 
£0 eafily have removed the objedl which at once 
offended and degraded him, is greatly to be 
prefSmxd to the tyranny of Procruftes, whofe 
delicate eye for proportion was apt to take fuck 
offmce at an over-grown perfoh, that he would 
order him to be ihortned to the jui): ftandard, by 

^ cutting Xi& bis feet« But a tyrannical fyftcm. 

' cannot be laftiag : and violent meafures muik 
deftroj that haimony which I am deiirotts ifaouM 
lonr lubfift between me and diofe whom I have 
lui&taken to goviern, even were it probable 
that I could carry fuch meafures into execution;. 
But nothing expofes vreaknefs fo much a^ 
threats which we are not able to enforce. It is 
told us in the Adls *' that forty of the Jews 

^^' bound themfelves under a curfe, that they 
** would neither eat nor drink till they had 
*« killed Paul.'* We hear no more of thofe 
Jews, though the apoftle furvived their menaces*. 
I flatter mytelf that I have no iefs zeal for the 
aboliihing foUy and faife tafte ; yet I am fo far 
from uttering any fuck threats^ tliat I w&cy franklr 

confeis 
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confefs I intend to eat and drink as heartily as 
if there was n<y fuch thing as folly remaining 
in the world. My enemies, indeed, have been- 
pleafed to throw out, that it is owing to my de- 
iire of continuing to gratify thofe appetites, that 
I have not long ago entirely fuppreffed all folly 
whaifoever. They make no fcruple of afi'ert- 
ing, that there would no^ have been fo much 
as a patch, pompoon, or Chinefe rail remaining 
amongfi: ua, if I had not thought proper to bor- 
row a piece of police from the rat-catchers, who 
fuffcr a fmall part of the vermin to efcape, that 
their trade may not be at an end. But I muft 
take the liberty of acquainting thefe gentlemen, 
that they know as little of me, as of human na- 
ture, the cbace after folly being like hunting a 
witch ; if you run her down in one ihape, {he 
iftarts up in another v fo that there is no tnanner 
of danger that the game will be deftroyed. And 
I moft iblemnly declare, that wherever I have 
ieen a beautiful face, or a. fine garden, iftry^gro&y 
defonned by injudicious attempts at amendment, 
I have kboured with the gr^ateft earneftnefs to 
effe£l a reformation. But where the conduct of 
my pupils, though fomettmes faulty in itfelf, has 
been harmlefs in its confequences,, I have con- 
ftantly forborn, and will as conftantly forbear, 
an officious reprehenfion of it, however difagree- 
able fuch forbearance may appear ia the eyes of 
thefe gentlemen. 

It is upon this plan that I have fuppreffed in-? 
numerable complaints from fplenetic and ill- 
humoured correfpondents : as a fpecimen of which 
complaints I (hall lay before my readers the be- 
ginnings of fome of their letters^. 

S X R^ 
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Sir, 
I AMJgreatly offended at the inconiiftent be- 
haviour of a lady of my acquaintance. You 
fee her in a morning at St. James's church, 
an4 in the evening at the play-houfe ill Drury- 
lane. One would think that either religion 
fhould drive plays out of her head, or jways 
religion. Pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, tell her how 
abfurd 

Sir, 
I TROUBLE you With this letter to make my 
complaints of a very great evil, and to defire 
your animadverfions upon it. I returned yefter- 
day from a month's vifit to a family in the 
country, where, in every particular but one, 
we paiied our times as became reafonable beings. 
When the weather was good we walked abroad j 
when bad, we amufed ourfelves within doors 
either with entertaining converfation, or in-, 
ftrudive books* But it was the cuflom of the 
family (though in all other refpefls very worthy 
people) constantly to play at cards for a. whole 
hour before fupper. Surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
this method of killing time 

Sir, 
I AM (hocked at the indecency of the modern 
head-drefs. Do the ladies intend to lay afide all 
modefty and go n^ed ? ■ ■ 

This is the manner in which undiftinguifh- 
ing zeal treats things that are in themfelves in- 
different : for is it not matter of abfplute indif- 
ference whether a lady wears on her head a be- 
coming ornament or clean , lace, or her own 

hair ? 
6 
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hair ? Or if there be any preference, would it 
oot be ihewn both from nature and em^ieace 
^ be on the fide of the hair? 

Num tu, qua titiutt divfi Achamems^ 
Aut ptnguis Phrygiis Myg4oma5 opes 
Permutau vilU crint Licitiia ? 

Horace, we fee, prefers a beautiful head of 
hair to the riches of a king. But I cannot help 

Siving it as my opioion, that Licinia's hair 
owed in natural ringlets, without being tortur- 
ed by irons, or confined by innumerable pins. 
Yet though I have ken with patience the cap di« 
minifhing to the fize of a patch, I have not with 
the fame unconcern obferved the patch enlarg- 
ing itfelf to the fize of a cap. It is with groit 
forrow that I already fee it in poiTeflion ofthat 
beautiful mafs of blood which borders upon the 
eye. Should it increafe on the fide df that ex- 
quifite feature, what an eclipfe have we to dread ! 
But furely it i« to be hoped the ladies will not 
give up that place to a plafter, which the 
brighteft jewel in the univerfe would want luffare 
to fupply. 

I FIND that I am almoft infenfxbly got upon 
the only fuhjeft which is likely to move my in- 
dignation, and carry me beyond the hounds bf 
that moderation which I have boalled of above. 
I fhall therefore conclude this paper with offer- 
ing terms of compofition to thofe of my fair 
readers, who are willing, to treat with me. The 
firft is, that ail tliiofe young ladies, who find it 
difHcult to wean themielves from patches all at 
once, (hall be allowed, to wear them in what 

number. 
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Bumber, fise and figure ther pleafe^ on fuch 
parts of the body as are, or Coould be, moft co- 
vered from fight. The fecond (and I fhall ofFcr 
no more) is, that any lady, who happens to 
prefer the fimplicity of fuch ornaments to the 
glare of her jewels, Ihall, upon difpofing of the 
faid jewels for the benefit of the Foundling or 
any other hofpital, be permitted to wear (by way 
of publifhing her good deeds to the world) a» 
ihany patches on her face as fhe has contributed 
huhoreds of pounds to fo laudable a benefa£fcton. 
By purfuing this method, the public will be bci- 
nefited, and patches, though no ornament, will 
be an honour to the fex. 

Numb. 72. Thursday, May 16, 1754. 

Nif eures ea pi€ejluki miraris ^ cptas, 
Dtfcere ^ audire & melhri credere mn vis. 

HoR. 

IT is an c/bfervation of the duke de Rochefau- 
cault, " that there are many p^ple in the world 
•• who would never have been in love if they had 
** never beard talk of it." As flrange as thi^af- 
fertionmay appear, there is nothing more certain^ 
th^i that mankind purfue with much greater ardor^ 
what they are talked into an admiration of, than 
what they are prompted to by natural paiHons : 
nay, fo great is the infatuation, that we frequent- 
ly fee them relinquifhing real gratifications, for 
tiie fake of following ideal notions, or the acci- 
dental mode ef thinking* of the prefeiit times. 

The 
6 
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The ftory of the princefs Parizade in the. 
Arabian tales, is a proper illuftration of whgt I 
have here advanced. I (hall giye my readers a 
(hort abftradl of this ftory, as it may furniih 
matter for reflexion, and a very ufeful moral, 
to fuch of them as regulate their whole conduct, 
and even their defires by fashion. 

Thus princefs, the happieft. as well as mod 
beautiful of her fex, lived with her two beloved- 
brothers in a fplendid palace, fituated in the 
midft of a delightful park, and the moft exqui- 
fite gardens in the eaft. It happened one day, 
while the princes were hunting, that an old 
woman came to the gate, and deiired admittance 
to the oratory, that fhe might fay her prayers. 
The princefs no fooner knew ot her requeft 
than fhe granted it, giving orders to her attend- 
ants, that after the good woman's prayers were 
fended, they fhould (new her all the apartments 
of the palace, and then bring her into the^hall 
where (he herfelf was fitting. Every thing was 
performed as dire(5led j and the princefs, having 
regaled her gueft with fome fruits and fweet- 
meats, among many other queftioiis, afked her 
what flie thought of the palace. 

** Madam, anfwered the old woman, your 
^ palace is beautiful, regular, and magnificent- 
** ly furnished j its fituation is delightful, and 
** its gardens are beyond compare. But yet, if 
** you will give me leave to fpeak freely, there 
" are three things wanting to make it perfect." 

** My good mother, interrupted the prin- 

*' cefs Parizade, ^yhat are thofe three things ? 
" I conjure you in God's name to tell me what 
*' they are j and if there be a poffibility of ob- 

** taining 
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** taining them, neither difficulties nor dangers 
*' fliall ftop me in the attempt." *' Madam," 
replied the old woman, ** the firft of thefe three 
** things is the Talking Bird, the fecond is the 
** Singing Tree, and the third is the Yellow or 
«' Golden Water." " Ah, my good mother," 
cried the princefs, '^ how much am I obliged to 
'* you for the knowledge of thefe things ! They 
** are no doubt the greateft curiofities in the 
*' world, and unlefs you can tell me where 
*' they are to be found, I am the moft unhappy 
f* of women." The old woman fatisfied the 
princefs in that material point, and then took 
her leave. ' 

The ftory goes on to inform us, that when 
the two princes returned from hunting, they 
found the princefs Parizade fo wrapt up in 
thought, that they imagined fome great mis- 
fortune had befallen her, which when they had 
conjured her to acquaint them with, fhe only 
lifted up her eyes to look upon them, and then 
fixed them again upon the ground, telling them 
that nothing difturbed her. The entreaties of the 
two princes, however, at laft prevailed, and the 
princefs addreffed them in the following manner. 
*' You have' often told me, my dear bro- 
" thcrs, and I have always believed, that this 
''^ houfe, which our father built, was complete 
** in every thing ; but 1 have learnt this day 
'* that it wants three things j thefe are the 
'* Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and the 
*' Yellow Water. An old woman has made 
'' this difcovery to me, and told me the place 
*' where they arc to be found, and the way 
*' thither, rerhaps you may look upon thefe 
Vol. II. F *' rarities 
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*' rarities as trifles ^ but think what you pleafe^ 
** I am fully pcrfuaded that they are abfolutely 
•*' ncceflaryj and whether you value them or 
** not, I cannot be eafy without them." 

The fequel tells us, that after the princefs 
Parizade had exprefled herfelf with this proper 
fpirit upon the occafion, the brothers, in pity to 
her wants, went in purfuit of thefe necessa- 
KiES, and that failing in the enterprize, they 
were one after another turned into ftone. 

The application of this tale is fo univ^rfal, 
{that the enumerating particulars is almoftan un- 
neceflfary labour. The whole fafhionable world 
are fo many Parizades; and things not only 
Aifelefs in their natures, but alfo ugly in them- 
ielves, from having been once termed charm- 
ing by fome faftiionable leaders of modern tafte, 
are now become fo necessary that nobody can 
Mo without them. 

But though this ftory happens to be told of 
a lady, the folly it particularizes is chiefly to 
be found in the other fex : I mean, in refpe^ to 
the pernicious confequences attending vain and 
chimerical purfuits. 

Jf we enter into the ftrifteft examination of 
thefe idle longings in the women, we fhall find 
that they feldom amount to any thing more 
than a diflipation of their pin-money, without 
any other ill confequence than that of turning 
their thoughts from fome real good, which they 
aftually poflfefs, to an imaginary expedbtion. 
The paflTion for fhells, old china and the like, 
is confeflTedly trifling; but it is only blameable in 
proportion to the anxiety with wnich it is pur- 
sued : but what is this in comparifon of the de- 
6 ibiaticn 
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folation of ambition, the waile of magnificence, 
• and the ruin of play ? 

Madame Montefpan's coach and fix mice 
was not a more idle, though it was a lefs mif- 
chievous folly, than the armies of her lover, 
Lewis the fourteenth. The ambition of that 
monarch to emulate the conquerors of antiquity ; 
of Caefar to rival Alexander 5 of Alexander to 
refemble the hero of his darling poem, the 
Iliad ; the defigns of Pyrrhus, and the projeds of 
Xerxes ; what were they but counterparts to a 
paffion for ^Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, 
and the Yellow Water ? 

To defcend a little into private life, how ma- 
ny do we fee daily talked into a rage for build- 
ing, gardening, painting, and divers other ex- 
pences, to the embarraffing a fortune which 
would more than fufliciently fupply the necef- 
faries of life ? Among the numbers who have 
changed a fober plan of living for one of riot 
and excefs, the greateft part have been con- 
verted by the arguments in a drinking foiig;. 
Thoufands have taken the fame fruitlcfs and ex- 
penfive journey, becaule they have heard that 
it is very John Trott not to have vifit^^J 
France, and that a perfon who has not beeu 
abroad has seen nothing. 1 was once told 
by a gentleman, who had undone hinilllf by 
keeping running horfes, that he owed his niia 
to a ftrong impreflion made upon him, when a 
boy, by his father's butler, who happened to 
declare in his hearing, ^' that it was a credi;ablf 
" thing to keep good cattle ; and that if he was 
*' a gentleman, he (hould take great plcafure in 
** being always well mounted." 

F 2 But 
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But to apply our fable to the moft recent in- 
ftance of this fpecies of infatuation, how often 
have we feen an- honeft country gentleman, 
who has lived a truly happy life, bleffed in his 
family, amufed with his farms and gardens, en- 
tertained by his own beneficence, ufefully em- 
ployed in tne adminiftration of juftice, or in re- 
conciling the differences of his litigious neigh- 
bours 5 but who being talked into an opinion of 
the great fervice a man might do his country 
as well as honour to hii;nfelf by getting into 
parliament, has given up all his real enjoyments 
and ufeful occupations for this imaginary phan- 
tom, which has only taught him by experience, 
what he might have learnt from example, that 
the FAMILY INTEREST, as it is Called, is too of- 
ten the deftrudionof the family estate. 

As to all thofe gentlemen who have gained 
their elections, I moft fmcerely wifli them joy: 
and for thofe who have been difappointed, and 
who now may have leifure to turn their thoughts 
from their country to themfelves, I beg leave to 
recommend to them the pleafures, and I may 
add, the duties of domeftic life : in comparifon 
of which all other advantages are nothing more 
than the Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and 
the Yellow Water. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 73. Thursday, May 23, 1754. 

"^—Ilk potensfid 

Latufque degit^ cut licet in diem 

Dixijfe^ vixi : eras vel air a 

Nube polutn Pater occupato^ 
Vel file puro : non tamen irritum 
^odcunque retro ejiy effciet. HoR. 

IT was the faying of Epaminondas, upon be- 
ing aflced which of all his friends he efteemed 
moft, that *' they muft all die before fuch aquef- 
** tion could be anfwered/* But if Epaminonr 
das had lived in this country, and in thefe times, 
he would have known that the greateft heroes 
at their deaths, are frequently thofe ^who have 
been the greateft villains in their lives. And 
yet moft men are apt to think like Epaminondas,. 
and to pafs their judgments upon a mao's"' life 
from what he has faid and afted in the laft fcene 
of it; that feafon being thought the feafon of 
fmcerity, becaufe diffimulation is to no purpofe, 
and becaufe the confcience finds eafe in dif- 
clofing crimes which can no longer profit us, 
and which threaten us with deftrudlion in the 
ftate to which we are haftening, unlefs truly 
confefled and repented of in this. But of thofe 
who die in their beds, as well as malefa6tors, 
I have known and heard of many debauched and 
diffolute men, who have met death with the 
utmoft patience and refignation; while the pious 
and moral cbriftian, whofe life has been fpent 
F 3 in 
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in the conftant exercife of religion and virtue, 
has beheld its approaches with confufion ; and 
trom a confcioufnefs of not having done exaftly 
as he ought to have done upon every occafion, 
has died fearful and defponding. 

From hence it v^ill appear that thofe who 
judge of men's lives by their behaviour at their 
deaths, will be fometimes miftaken. The con- 
tempt of death may be owing in many to in- 
fenfibility j in fome to a brutal courage j in 
others to the did ike of life ; in a few to philo- 
fophy, as well as in many to a well-grounded 
hope of a happy hereafter. The jelt of Sir 
Thomas Moore upon the fcaflbld, who after 
laying his head upon the block, bad the execu- 
tioner ftay till he had put afide his beard, becaufe • 
that had committed no treafon, was no more a 
proof of the goodnefs of his life (if there had 
been no other voucher) than that of the mur- 
derer at the gallows, who entreated the hang- 
man not to touch his neck with his fingers, be- 
caufe he was ticklifh. The thief, for the repu- 
tation of dying hard, as it is called, and the 
philofopher, to fupport the dodtrine he has 
taught, that death is no evil, will fufh into eter- 
nity with an affefted bravery, and offend Hea- 
ven rather than confefs their apprehenfions of 
diffblution. 

Men are fometimes hypocrites in, their laft 
moments through pride, as they have been all 
their lives through intereft ; nor will it appear 
ft range that they are fo : for as every man is 
defirous (if it can be done without much trouble) 
of leaving a good name behind him, he is un- 
willing to confefs at his death that he has been 



N«73- T H E W O R L D. 127 

a rogue all his life. Upon principles like thefe 
have the worft of criminals gone to the gallows 
with as much triumph and exultation, as the 
martyrs of old did to the ftake for the caufe of 
Heaven and religion. 

For my own part (and I hope it will not be 
imputed to me as prefumption) I (hould think 
of death with much greater terror than I 
do, if I confidered it as the final end of being. 
The thought of annihilation to one whofe life 
has not been marked with any of the capital 
vices, and whofe frailties, he humbly hopes, are 
no more than thofe which are incident to hu- 
manity 5 who has been unprofitable to his Ma- 
ker becaufe he was human, and to mankind- 
becaufe unfriended by fortune 3 and whofe con- 
nexions in this life have been fuch as to make 
him defirous of their eternal duration ; I fay, 
to one who thus thinks, and who hopes he has 
thus lived, the thoiight of annihilation would 
make death moft terrible. And yet in the 
circle of my own acquaintance, I have found a 
man of a decent life and converfation, who wifli- 
cd well to every body, and who loved and en- 
joyed his friends, but who, through a tedious and 
painful illnefs, had conceived fleep to be fo great 
a'blefling as to make him wifli for an eternity 
©f it; and having taken pains td believe that 
death was fuch a fleep, he talked of it with 
pleafure, and within a very few hours of his 
exit, as a confirmation that he died in the opi- 
nion he haji profefTed, he wrote the following 
epitaph upon himfelf, and directed it to a friend 
with his own hand^ 

F 4 Beneath 
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Beneath this flzm^ to vs&ms a prejy 
(Himftif as p&:r uKd z iU as th{y) / 

EuGENio .;W, in hopes 5/' rest, 
JP'^ho dicm'd all fa^-ther hope a jeji : 
If^^hi ne^er on Fjucy*s wings csuid life 
To Ijeavn-bhiU denies ab.=ue the Jkics'y 
Content from ivhence he fprung to lie, 
Kor iL'ijVd to live^ ncr feared to die. 

I SHALL only obferve upon the writer of this 
epitaph, that as 1 believe him to have been honeft 
and fincere, it is but charity to hope that he is 
now rejoicing in his miftake. 

There is nothing more true in the general, 
than that thofe people are the moft averfe to 
death, who have had the Icaft enjoyment of 
life; as on the contrary, thofe who have enjoy- 
ed life moft, have been the leaft anxious about 
dying. To many of my readers fuch an afler- 
tion as this may appear ftrange and unaccount* 
able : but a very little enquiry will I believe 
convince tliem of the facS. 

Men who, through neceflitous circumftan- 
ces,' gloomy difpofitions, or fickly habits of 
body, have lived m perpetual difcontent, are apt 
to flatter themfelves that life is in arrears to 
them; that as their days have hitherto pafled 
without enjoyment, every thing is to be made 
up to them before they come to die. They 
look upon riches, pleafure and health, to be 
bleffings that never tire, and confider the pof- 
feflTors of them as living in a ftjUe of uninter- 
rupted happinefs, which they, long to tafte, and 
<;annot bear the thoughts of dying before they 

hav^ 
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have enjoyed. Thus are the miferable in love • 
with life, and afraid of death. Hope flill flat- 
ters them with happy days; and death, that 
would inevitably cut ofF that hope, is beheld by 
them as the cruelleft of all enemies. 

Let us caft an eye now to thofe in happier 
lituationsj to thole who are contented with. 
their lot, and who (if there are any fuch) have 
lived all their days in health, chearfulnefs andi 
aflSuence.. What can to-morrow bring to fuch; 
as thefe that they have not known before, unlefs 
it be misfortune! It is from this confideration. 
that fuch perfons are more refigned to dying.. 
We part niore eafily with what we poflefs,. than, 
with our expeftations of what we wifh for : 
the reafon of it is, that what we expert is al- 
ways greater than what we enjoy. And hence 
it is that the enjoyment of life makes us Icfs. 
defirous of its continuance, than if it. had. 
hitherto given us nothing, and fed us only withi 
expedation. 

I HAVE waved in this place all conftderatiom 
of a future exiftence, and have confidered the : 
happy and unhappy only in regard to this life.. 
If we take religion and a future ftate into the: 
queftion, the happy here will have a thoufand: 
times ftronger reafons for being refigned to death 4 
than the unhappy. Pain, ficknefs and misfor-- 
tune, as they do not wean us from a love of* 
life, fo neither do they beget in us a p/operr 
frame and temper to prepare for death.. It isj 
the enjoyment of life that calls forth our grati- • 
tude to Him who gave it; that opens the heart: 
to.adls of kirdhefs and. benevolence ;; and by/ 
giving us a ufle here of the happinefs ofHea-r- 
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ven, excites in us a defire of fecuring it through 
ETERNITY ; and by thus fecuring it, makes us 
eager to embrace it; enabling us to refign with 
joy the happinefs which is uncertain and tem- 
poral, for that which is without change and 
without end. 

I SHALL conclude this cflay with obierving, 
that thofe who make religion to confift in the 
contempt of this world and its enjoyments, are 
under a very fatal and dangerous miftake. As 
life is the gift of Heaven, it is religion to enjoy 
it. He therefore who can be happy in himfelf, 
and who contributes all that is in his power to- 
wards the happinefs of others (and none but the 
virtuous can fo be and fo do) anfwers moft effec- 
tually the ends of his creation, is an. honour to 
his nature, and a pattern to mankind.. 

Numb. 74. Thursday, May 30, 1754. 

Dicetur merita Nox quoqui nctnia. HoR. 

I HAVE lately got a fet of new correfpon- 
dents ; and have had the favour of letters 
from various perfons, with whom I have not the 
honour to be in the leaft acquainted. They 
fecm, indeed, to be of another order of -beings, 
as they feldom make their appearance till the or- 
dinary race of mortals are ^ileep in their beds. 
It is aftonifhing to think how much buiinefs 
thcfe people carry on in this populous city, at 
that feafon which nature has allotted for reft : 
for it muft be owned of thefe children of the 

night. 
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niffht, that they are as diligent in their feveral 
callings as thoie of the day. 

For the entertainmerlt of my readers I fhall 
lay before them the contents of fome of thefe 
extraordinary difpatches : and as I look upon 
the watchmen, by virtue of their office, to have 
the right of precedency among thefe fons of 
darknefs, I fhall give them the preference in this 
paper. 

One of thefe gentlemen, who calls hinrfelf 
king of the night, complains of the great in- 
creafe of riots and difturbances which happen 
nightly in the ftreets of this metropolis. He 
commends his Majefty for the paternal care he 
has fhewn his people by recommending it to"* 
his parliament to provide means of putting a Hop ' 
to thefe diforders ; and declares he will ufe his 
utmoft endeavours to affift him in fo good a 
work. 

Another of this venerable fraternity, who' 
it feems has been lately difciplined by a fet of* 
Bucks, acquaints me with the antiquity and digr- 
nity of his office, and of the high efteem in: 
which thofe who watch for the public fafety 
have always been held by the people. He com- 
plains of the infult which, in his perfon, has 
been offered to the dignity of magiftracy, and- 
the facrednefs of office ; ana concludes, that as he 
has ferved. his country faithfully in. this pub- 
lic capacity many, years, he intends, after the 
example of other great men, to return to his - 
private calling of a cobler. A link-boy, indeed, . 
who begs my honoi^r would prefer him to the 
ppft of a watchman, does not feem to have fo - 
high a notion of the dignity or ufefulnefs of that 
F 6 ancient.: 
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ancient order : for he fajrs, if he fhould be fo 
happy as to obtain his deiire, he fhall have no* 
thing to do but to fleep at his ftand ; whereas in 
liis prefent calling he is obliged to be upon the 
watch all night long. 

Whether the author of the following ad- 
vertifement is in jeft or earneft, I am unable to . 
determine : however, at his yequeft I have in- 
ferted it. 

'' Whereas W. Y/ who lately kept the 
** ROUND-HOUSE in the pariih of ♦**, well 
*' known to feveral of the quality, gentry and. 
** others, is lately removed to the knave o£ 
** CLUBS in the fame ftreet; this is to entreat all 
*' fuch gentlemen and ladies as ufed to honour 
*' him with their company, to continue their 
** favours ; and to affure them of the fame ci— 
" vility and good ufage as formerly. 

" N. B. there are private rooms for thofe 
' ** who play deep." 

Innumerable are the letters, cards and! 
meffages which I have received from places of 
the moil polite refort. In particular I muft con- 
fefs my obligations to a venerable matron in 
Covent-garden, who invites me to fpend an even-- 
ing at her houfe, where flie aflures me none but 
. people of the befl: fafliion are admitted. She fpeaks. 
much in my praife for my endeavours to promote 
virtue : and is extremely fevere upon the low and 
dirty houfes of intrigue which have brought ' 
,that part of the town into fo much difrepute.. 
She adds very obligingly, in a poftfcript, that 
fce has a very fir>e*creature of fixteen, who has 
never feen company, and whom fhe refer ves pur*- 
pofely for Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

I. CAN- 
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" I CANNOT omit to mention the honour 
Mr. ♦** has done me by inviting me to the 
next mafquerade, and offering me a domino for 
that purpofe.. But as I can fee no reafon why 
people, whofe intentions are honeft, fhould be 
afhamed to fliew their faces, I have declined, 
iis invitation. His argument for the morality of: 
thefe midnight meetings, viz. *' that by reducing 
*^* all mankind to a level, they teach the great 
** an ufeful leffon againft pride," is, I own, in- 
genious ; though I am apt to think, as men's 
manners are generally borrowed from their out- 
ward circumftances, a Jady of quality, whenfhe 
finds herfelf degraded to the rank of a milk- 
maid, may be tempted to familiarities, which, 
(he never would have fufFered in her exaltcdi 
fphere.. , 

, But the moft extraordinary of all the invi- 
tations I have been favoured with, is from a 
fociety in St. Giles's. This letter is written irir 
a fair hand by the fecretary, who tells me he. 
has the misfortune to be ftone blind : but I muft 
not wonder at that, he fays, for the moft a6live 
young fellow among them is a poor old cripple, . 
who plies ail day long in the Mews. He aflures 
me, that notwithftanding their miferable looks 
by day, I fhall find them at night a fet of the 
merrieft fellows in the world ; and as to drink- 
ing, wenching, gaming and the Iike*fafhionable 
amufements, no gentlemen can go beyond 
them. 

I HAVE letters by me from people of all! 
ranks and conditions, giving an account of the 
different employments and diverfions of the 
night : fo that, was it not for fear of difturbing 

the 
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the peace of reputable families, I could make as 
many pleafant difcoveries as the ingenious au- 
thor of the Devil upon two flicks/ 

I HAVE the morning adventures of a noted 
Buck, and the midnight rambles of a female 
rake. A lady who writes to me from Bridges- 
flreet, complains of the infufferable infolence of 
watchmen and conflables ; infomuch that fhe 
can hardly walk along the ftreets about her law* 
ful occafions without being flopt and qucftioned 
by thefe Jacks in an office.. 

There is fomething fo reafonabk in Lady 
Betty Moonlight's propofal, that I cannot refuie 
giving it to my readers. , Her ladyfhip complains 
that her firfl fleep is conflantly broke by the 
noife of cars, drays and hackney-coaches, or by 
the vociferous cries of fmall-coal, brick-duft, 
kitchen-fluff, &c. She thinks it very hard that 
people of quality fhould be diflurbed at fuch un- 
feafonable hours ; and therefore hopes that the 
parliament will take it into confideration. She 
propofes, that as they have already altered the 
year, an aft may. be pafl'ed next feflion to turn 
night into day ; which fhe obfervfes will be more : 
agreeable to their own times of doing bufinefs. 

As I have adapted the former part of this 
paper more particularly to the tafle of thofe 
who frequent the polite circles in this town, 
I fhall now confider my grave readers, and pre- 
fent them with the following, cpmpofition. on the 
fame fubj^dl. 



G D E 
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O » E to NIGHT. 

The bufy cares of day art done ; 
In yonder wejiern cloud the fun 
Now feis^ in other worlds to rife.^ 
And glad with light the nether Jkies. 
With ling-ring pace-the parting day retires^. 
And Jlowly leaves the mountain tops^ and gilded 
Jpires. 

Ton azure cloudy enrobed with white j 
Still Jhoots a gleam of fainter light : • 
At length defends a browner Jhade ; 
At length the glimmering objeSis fade y 
Till allfubmit to Night'j impartial reign-, 
And'undi/iinguijh*d darknefs covers all the plain. . 

No more the ivy-rcrowned oak 
Refqunds beneath the woodman^ s Jlroie.. 
Now ftlence holds her folemn fway \ 
Mute is each bujh^ and ev^ry fpray : 
Nought but the found of murmWing rills is hear d^ , 
Or from the mouldering tow^r^ NightV folitary 
bird. 



Hail, facred hour of peaceful re/l ! 
Of pow^r to charm the troublea breaji I " 
Sy, thee the captive /lave obtains 
Short refpite from his galling pains \ 
Nor fighs for liberty, nor native foil % 
But for a while forgets his chains y and fultry toil. 



No 
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No horrors haft thou in thy train^ 
No fcorpion lajhy no clanging chain. 
fVhen the paU tnurd*rer round htmfpies 
A thoufand grijly forms artfe^ 
When jhrieks and groans aroufe his palffd fear y 
^Tas guilt alarms h'u foul^ and confcience wounds hiS' 
ear. 

The village fivain whom Phi His charms^, 
Whofe hreajl the tender pajfton warynSy 
Wijhes for thy all-Jhadowtng veilj. 
To tell the fair his loveftck tale : 
Nor lefs impatient of the tedious day^^ 
She longs to hear his tale^ andjigh her foul away. 

Oft by the covert of thy Jhade 
Leander woo'dthe Thracian maid\ 
Through foaming feas his pajjion bore^ 
Nor fear d theocearCs thundWing roar, ^ 
The confcious virgin from the fea-girt tow'r 
Hung out the faithful torch to guide him to her- 
bowW, 

Oft at tJjy filent hour thefage 
Pores on the fair injlru6iive pagey 
Or wrapt in muftngs deep his foul ^^ 
Mounts aSiive to the Jiarry pole : 
There pleased to range the realms of endlefs 
nighty ^ . 

Nu?nbers the Jiars^ or marks the comets, devious 
light. 

TJnne is the hour of converfe fweet^ 
JVoen fprightly wit and reafon meet : 

mty 
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IVit^ the fair hlojjhm of the mlnd^ 
But fairer,JIill with reafon joined. 
Such is the feaji thy facial hoirrs afford^ 
When eloquence and CiKAHyiLLEJoin the friendlj 
board, 

Granville, whofe polifljd mind is fraught ^ 
With alt tl.at Rome or Greece e'er 

taught ; 
TVho pleafes and iriftruSfs the ear^ 
When he ajjiimes the critic^ s chair ^ 
Or from the Stagyrite or Plato draws 
The arts of civil life, the fpirit of the laws, 

let me often thus employ 
The hour of mirth and foetal joy / 
jtnd glean from Granvilljb*/ learned Jiw$ - 
Fair fcieme and true wifdom^s lore. 
Then will I Jlill implore thy longer flay. 
Nor change thy fejiive hours for funjhine and tb^ 
day* 



Numb. 75, Thursday, Juneb^ I754» 

I HAVE hinted more than once in the courfe 
of thefe papers, that the prefent age, not- 
with(landing the vices and follies with which it 
abounds, has the happinefs of ftanding as high 
in my opinion as any age whatfoever. But it has 
been always the fafliion to believe, that from 
the beginning of the world to the prefent day, 
men have been increafing in wickednefe : and 
though we have the Bible to turn to, whicK 

givesi 
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gives us the hiftory of mankind before the flood, 
and of the Jews after it, we have ftill the hu- 
mility to retain this opinion, and to lament the 
amazing degeneracy of the prefcnt times. But 
the eye of a philofopher can penetrate into this 
falfe humility, and difcover it to be mere peevilh- 
nefs and diVcontent. The truth is, that the 
prefcnt times, like our wives and our other 
pofl'eflions, are our own, and therefore we 
have no relifli of them. 

Many of my readers may poffibly objeft to 
thefe encomiums on the times, imagining they 
may tend to make men fatisfied with what they 
are, inftead of inciting them to become what 
they ought to be. But it was always my opi- 
nion (and I believe it to be univerfally true) that 
men are more likely to be praifed into virtue, 
than to be railed out of vice. It is a maxim 
in every body's mouth, that reputation once 
loft is never to be recovered. He therefore to 
whom you give an ill name, will have little or 
no encouragement to endeavour at a good one, 
as knowing that if a chara6br of infamy is once 
fixed, no change of behaviour can have power 
to redeem it. On the contrary, the man to 
whom you give a good name, though he fhould 
have merited a bad one, will find in his com^ 
merce with the world the advantages of fuch a 
name, and from conviftion of thofe advantages 
be fo folicitous to defer ve it, as to become ia 
reality the good man you have called him. 
People may reafon away the merit of fuch a pcr- 
fon's behaviour if they pleafe, by afcribing it 
folely to felf-love ; they may add too, if they 
chufe, (and they have my hearty leave) that all 

virtue 
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virtue whatfoever has its fource in that paffion : 
if tKis be true (though the revealers of fuch 
truths cannot be complimented on their inten- 
tion to promote virtue) can there be a ftronger 
argument for goodnefs, than that it is neceflary 
to our happinefs ? It is faid of that fagacious 
infe<^, the bee, that he extra 6ts honey from poi- 
fon : and a mind, rightly turned, may draw in- 
ftru<3ion even from thefe gentlemen. But to 
return to my fubjeft. 

If people, when they are railing againft the 
prefent times, inftead of afferting in the grofs 
that they are more wicked than the paft, would 
content themfelves with pointing out what are 
really the vices that have gathered head amongft 
us ; if, for inftance, they were to fay that lux- 
ury and gaming are at prefent at a much higher 
pitch than formerly, I fliould be far from con- 
tradifting them. Thefe are indeed the vices of 
the times : but for the firft of them, I am afraid 
we muft content ourfelves with complaints, in- 
ilead of offering at a remedy : for as luxury is 
always owing to too much wealth, Providence 
in its wifdom has fo ordered it, that in due 
courfe of time it will deftroy itfelf. The cure 
therefore of luxury is poverty ; a remedy, which,, 
though we do not care to prefcribe to ourfelves, 
we are preparing at great pains and expencc for 
thofe that are to come after us. Of gaming I 
fhall only obferve, that, like luxury, jf will in 
time work out its own cure ; and at the rate it 
goes on at prefent, one {hould imagine it cannot 
laft long. 

I KNOW but of one evil more that feems to. 
have gathered any degree of ftrength in thefe 

timesj^ 
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•rr.-^- sj-ji •'•"■« Li crmrtiiir- : for 2* lo extra- 
^i-r^-:* ir-£ I lT»^f :c r--^:-r?, i inc!-jcs them 
-r- --1* in.: It -::' .jxizj. Azi Tcrhaps the «il 
cf c:cT"-r<i:r.. it .: li -;» rriii-iec, niiy admit 
cf 3-/ i:.-:- : :':r ih.>-^^ it hi5 be?n siT^rtw! by 
c^TL. - •sr:.::--: .: :n iuiici, iliit ir is unlnwfiu 
Z'j £^ t".:", t".:: r>:c mj cnfje, yet fcaie thing 
nz; bt fi.i :r. j.r :>.ir o; 2 Ciniid^r? for a Icat 
jr. r-:r:.:- ir.t, ^wtsD :f he ihcuid be tempted to 
c:n::.T.:: :..e f™_l"- e-.:I of bribing a borough or 
a rt-x c:.r:!cj*.2r5 :n z ccunty, is is, no doubt, ia 
oricr to eS'cft fo grczt a good as the prefervation 
CI the i.Vm-, t'i^ p:opert}-, the happinefs, the 
virtue ^r.^ the religion of a whole nation. 

Ai to ail other vices, I believe they will be 
found to exift amongft us pretty much in the 
fame degree as heretofore, forms only changing.^ 
Our grandfathers ufed to get drunk with fbonz 
beer and port ; we get drunk with claret and 
champaign. They would lie abominably to 
conceal their wenching ; we lie as abominably 
in boafting of ours. They ftole Ally in at the 
back-door of a bagnio ; we march in boldly at 
the fore-door, and immediately fteal out fliiy at 
the back door. Our mothers were prudes j their 
daughters coquets. The firft dreffed like modeft: 
women, and perhaps were wantons ; the laft. 
drcfs like womea of the town,, and perhaps are- 
virtuous. Thofe treated without hanging out a 
fign ; thrfe han^ out a fign without intending^ 
to treat. To be ftill more particular ; the 
abufe of power, the views of patriots, the flat* 
tcry of dependents, and the promifes of great, 
men, are I believe pretty much the fame now as 
iii. former ages. Vices that we have no relilh 
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ibr, we part with for thofc we like 5 giving up 
avarice for prodigality, hypocrify for profligacy^ 
and lewdnefs for play. 

But as I have inftanced in this eflay the par- 
ticular vites of the times, it would be doing them 
injuftice if I negle6ted topbferve, that humanity, 
charity, and the civilities of life, never abounded 
fo much as now, I muft alfo repeat, what has 
already been taken notice of in thefe papers, that 
our virtues receive a luftre, and our vices a 
foftening, by manners and decorum. 

THER.E is a folly indeed (for I will not call 
it a vice) with which the ladies of this age are 
particularly charged : it is, that not only their 
airs and their drefs, but even their faces are 
French. I wifli with all my heart that I could 
preferve my integrity, and vindicate my fair 
country-women from this imputation ; but 1 am 
ferry to fay it, what by travelling abroad, and 
by Trench milleners, mantua-makers and hair- 
cutters at home, our politcft affemblies feem to 
be filled with foreigners. But how will it. 
aftonifh many of my readers to be told, that 
while they are extolling the days of good queen 
Bess, they are complimenting that very reign 
in which thefe fafhions were originally introdu- 
ced ! But becaufe in a matter 0/ fo much con- 
fequence no man's bare word fhould be taken, 
I (hall make gpod my aflertion by pubiifhing an 
authentic letter, written by that fubtil minifter 
Sir William Cecil (afterwards Lord. Burleigh) to 
Sir Henry Norris, queen Elizabeth's ambafl'ador 
at the court of France. This letter was ori- 

Sjinally printed in the year fixteen hundred and 
ixty-thrce, among a collection of ftate letters 

called 
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called Scrinia Ceciliana, or Myfteries of Gih* 
verntnent, and is as follows. 

" Sir, 
" The queen's majefty would fain have a 
<< taylor that had fkill to make her apparel both 
**^fter the French and Italian manner : and flic 
** thinketh that you might ufe fome means to 
'' obtain fome one fuch there as ferveth the 
*' queen, without mentioning any manner of 
*' requeft in the queen's majelly's name. Firft 
*' to caufe my lady your wife to ufe fome fuch 
** means to get one, as thereof knowledge might 
- '* not come to the queen mother's ears, of 
" whom the queen's majefly thinketh thus ; 
*' that if fhe did underftand that it were a mat- 
*^ ter wherein her majefty might be pleafured, 
** fhe would offer to fend one to the queen's 
** majefty : neverthelefs if it cannot be fo ob- 
** tained by this indireft means, then her ma- 
*^ jefty would have you devife fome other good 
** means to obtain one that were fkilful. 

** JTours in all truthy 

« W. Cecil." 

I SHALL only obferve upon this letter (which 
I confefs to be a mafter-piece for fubtilty and 
contrivance) that if by the introduftion and in- 
cieafe of French fafliions, our religion and go- 
vernment are alfo in time to be French (which 
many worthy patriots and elderly gentlewomen 
are in dreadful apprehenfion of) we ought no 
doubt to throw off all regard to the memory of 
queen Elizabeth, and to lament that her minifter 

was 
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-was not impeached of high treafon, for advifing 
and encouraging fo pernicious an attempt againft 
that Magna Charta of drefs, the old Engliih 
Ruff and Fardingale. 

Numb. 76. Thursday, June 13, 1754. 
Dtrutiy adificaty mutat quadrata rotundis, HoR, 

AT this feafon of the year, when every man 
is mifing his fhare of duft on the public 
roads, in order to feaft his lungs with frefli air, 
and his eyes with novelty, I am led to confider 
a modern charafter, fcarce ever touched upon 
before, and which hitherto has obtained no 
other name from the public than the general 
<)ne of an Improver. 

In former times, when the garden was made 
for fruit, the water for fifh, and the park for 
venifon, the fervants prefided in their feveral 
departments, and the lord of the manor and his 
guefts had nothing to do but to fit down and 
cram themfelves with the produfts of each. But 
fince the genius of taste has thought fit to 
make this ifland his principal refidence, and has 
taught us to enjoy the gifts of nature in a lefs fcn- 
fual manner, the matter of the place thinks it in- 
cumbent on him to change the old fyftem, to take 
all under his own care, and to fee that every thing 
be of his own doing. Alteration therefore 
muft of neceffity be the firft great principle of an 
Improver. When he Ihews you a plantation, 
it is conftantly prefaced with ** Here fl^ood a 

« wal?/* 
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** wall." If he dire(5ls your eye over an extent 
of lawn, '' There, fays he, we were crowded 
** up with trees." The lake, you are told, was 
the i'pot where flood the old ftables or the kitchen- 
garden ; and the mount was formerly a horfe- 
pond. When you have heard this, you arc next 
of all to know how every thing is to be alter edjlill 
farther : for as the Improver hi mfelf never enjoys 
the prefent ftate of things, he labours to difturb 
the fatisfadlion you exprefs, by telling you that 
on the mount is to be a building ; that the water 
is to be altered in Ihape, fize and level, and muft 
have a cafcade and a bridge ; that the largcft 
trees in the plantation muft be cut down, to give 
air and funfhine to fhrubs and flowers — In (hort, 
the defcription of what is to be, continues through 
the whole evening of your arrival ; and when he 
has talked you to fleep, and it is evident that you 
can hear no longer, he compaflionately difmifT^ 
you to reft, knowing that late hours are incom- 
patible v/ith his defigns upon you in the morning. 
Innocent of thcfe defigns, you enjoy the quiet of 
your chamber, comforting yourfelf that you muft 
have feen and heard all, and that the biiternefs of 
I M p R o v E M E N T /j over. Or if you are fufpic ious of 
any remaining fatigue, and are therefore prepared 
with the proper rcmonftrances and evafions, they 
will avail you nothing againft an old pradlifed Im- 
prover : for the inftant you have breakfafted, he 
propofcs your taking a turn or two in the bowling- 
green for a little freili air ; to which you readily 
affent ; and without imagining there can be any 
occafion for ftepping out of your flippers, you 
advance with him to the end of the green, where 
a door in a funk fence unexpc6ledly opens to the 
5 park. 
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park. And here^ as he afliures you, the grafs is 
Jborty you are led through all the pleafures of un-^ 
coiineded variety, with this recommendation^ 
that it is but a little way from the PaUadidn pdr-' 
tico to the gothic tower ; from the Lapland to 
4he Chinefe houfe \ or from the temple of Ve- 
:fiU8 to the hermitage. By this time you are in^ 
-fenfibly enticed to a great diftance from the 
lK>ufe^ ; when on a fudden he fhews you over the 
park wall a number of labourers mending the 
highway 5 and, fmce you are got fo far^ wifhes 
you to go a little farther, that he may take this- 
opportunity to give a few neceflary inftruc*- 
tions, and that the road may be mended w4tfc- 
the advantage of your opinion and concurrenc^*- 
In vain do you pull out your watch j in vain re- 
monftrate to him how late it is, or how rude^it 
will be to make the ladies wait dinner: in vain 
-do you try to move him by ftroaking your chin, . 
ana fhewing him a moft perfuafive length of 
'beard, or implore his compaflion on your Mo- 
Tocco flippers^ pleading that if you had expe6ied' 
io lone a walk, you would have put on your 
ftrong mocs— He knows that if you had appre-- 
hend&i a walk of half the diftance, he never 
<x>Uld have moved you from your eafy chair ; 
and being thoroughly fenfible that it will not be 
JA his power to get you fo far again, is refolved. 
-to make his advantage of the prefent oppdrtdnity ^ 
ia leads you to every ditch that is ttci^\\h'ii, 
•or briek-'kiliT that is reeking for him ; to his batit 
diat is to be turned into a church, or tcphi^^fkfn^ 
that is to be made a ruin for the fake^of his pro- 
(jpe£t4 till at length he brings you -fo. late home^ 
VoL.-Ji, G that 
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t'lat you are obliscd to fit down undrcfled to a 
f])oiled dinner with a fiunily out of humour. 

I REMEMB£R the good time, when the price 
of a haunch of venifon with a country friend was 
only half an hour's walk upon a hot terrafs ; a 
djfcent to the two fquare nth-ponds overgrown 
i&ith a frog-fpawn ; a peep into the hog- ftye, or 
a vifit to the pidgcon-houfe. How reafonable was 
this> when compared with the attention now ex« 
pcdcd from you to the number of temples, pa- 
goda's, pyramids, grotto's, bridges, hermitages, 
c;lycs, towers, hot-houfes, &c. &c. for which 
the day is too (hort, and which brings you to a 
meal fatigued and overcome with heat, denied 
the ufual refreOimcnt of clean linen, and robbed 
of your appetite ! 

Having now fufficiently warned the Visi- 
tor of what he is to guard againft, it is but 
juft I fliould give fome few hints for the fervice 
6( the Improver, whom I muft always cpnfi- 
der (a little vanity excepted) a^ aiding dpon 
principles of benevolence, and from a defire of 
giving pleafure. It is this principle that blinds 
and mifieads his judgment, by Tuggefting to bim 
that he fliall find from the visitor and others, 
who come to fee his works, returns of equal 
civility and good-humour. But it will be eXf* 
pcdient for him to reflect that thcfe gendemen da 
not always bring with them, that '.defire lo be 
pleafed, which, by his own difpofition, he is too 
apt to fuppofe, and which one would think, 
ftiould be effential to every part of pleiafure : for 
(cxclufive of that natural inclination to ccnfure, 
^'hich fo generally attends alt-exercifeiof: the 

/judgment) 
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judgment) on thefe occafions, every occurrence of 
the day will probably adminifter to the fpleen of 
the critic. If th& weather be too bot^ or too 
cold for him ; if it be windy or fliowefy ; if he 
has ilept ill the night before ; if he is hungry or 
fick ; if he. is tired or ibr^; if he has loft a bett 
upon the road ; if he has quarrelled with his 
friend; if he has been rebuked by his wife; or 
in ihort, if any thing has oifended him, he is 
fure to take his revenge in full, by finding fault 
with every thing that was dcfigned for his enter- 
tainment. In this diipofition of miud, there is 
nothing fafe but .the fhady gravel walk, with the 
few plain and neccffary refting places^ whic^ 
leads to the undifguifca fu-m, or the navigable 
river. He will be fure to allow you no poftula- 
tum. He abfolutely denies the exiftence of her- 
mits, mandarins, and the whole heathen fyftcni 
of divinities. He difputes the antiquity of your 
ruin, and the genuinenefs of your hermitage ^ 
nay, he will, defend to cavil at the b^ll.witW 
which the hermit is fuppofed to ring himfel£.ta 
prayers. He is fo cruel as to controvert your 
fuppofition that the new-made water is a rivcr^ 
though he knows it muft have coft you an im- 
menfe fum, and that it covers the richeft mea^ 
dow-ground you are mafter of. He lefeds the 
company to every funk fence which ycu dhufa 
fliould be.unobfervedi If hefufpe^ls a building 
to be new-fronted, he iinds .out a private way to 
the decayed iide of it ; happy if he can difcover 
it to have been a ftable or a pig-ftye. His re- 
port of your place, after he has left it, is exact- 
ly of a piece with his behaviour while there. 
He either defcribes it as a bog that will not bear 
G 2 a hoii'e, 
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b hor(c, or as a (and that cannot produce a blade 
of grafs. If he finds in realitv neither bog nor 
barren fand, his wifhes fupply nis belief, and he 
labours to perfuade himfelf and others that one 
of thefe defcdls is the chara£teriftic of your foil, 
but that you hate to be told of it, and always 
deny it. 

One cannot but admire his ingenuity in par- 
ticular cafes, where it has been judged impoffible 
to find a fault. If you lead him to a knowl of 
tincommon verdure, varied with the fortunate 
difpofition of old oaks, commanding the mofl 
rural fcencs, and, at a proper diftance, the view 
of a large city, he fbrugs up his {boulders and 
tells you it wants water. If your principal ob- 
jcft be a lake, he will ftrain a point to report it 
green and fta|nated 3 or elfe tsike the advantage 
6f athunder-ftorm to pronounce it white or yel- 
low. If you have a ftream, he laments the fre- 
i|uency of floods ; if a tide-river, the fmell of 
stoud at low water. He deteds your painted caf- 
cade, mifconftnies your infcriptions, and puns 
upon your motto's. Within doors he doubts if 
your pi^ures are originals, and expreifics bis ap- 
prehenfions that your flatues will bring the hoi^ 
down* 

As I wifli moft fmcerehr to reconcile tbeie 
gentlemen to each other, 1 (hall recommend to 
the Improver the example of a particular friend 
c»f mine. It is faid in Milton, that befbie the 
ancel difclofed to Adam the profjpeA fiam tihe 
liilT in paradife, he 

'"'^^fwrg^dwitb atfhrafy andrue ^ 
His viJUal imvfy for hi hadnutib to Jit i 

fo 
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fo this gentleman (borrowing, the hint from Mil- 
ton> but preferring a modern- opthalmic) upon 
the arrival of his Visitor, takes care to purge 
their vifual nerves with a fufficient quantity of 
CHAMPAIGN; after which, he affures me, they 
never see a fault in his improvements. 



' NuMB^ 77. Thursday, June 20, 1754* 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SlR» 

I AM the daughter (I will not fay of a gentle- 
man, but) of one, who by a conftant at- 
tention to gain, and many lucky circumftances 
in life, from a very mean condition, arrived at 
the higheft charafter of gentility amongft his 
neighbours in a part of this iflaiid, where far- 
mers are almoft the only, and without difpute 
the proudeft gentry, i^eing tolerably hand- 
fome, and a favourite child, 1 was fent veiy early 
to z country boarding-fchool ; and was allowed 
to bring from it fome tendencies to elegance and 
politenefs, rather exceeding thofe that are gene- 
rally acquired in fuch places; and which, for 
want of a better name, I ihall call a kind of half<r 
good-breeding. 

Thus accomplifhed, you may imagine I foob. 
had many admirers ; but being young and un- 
experienced, I prudently left the choice of the 
happy man to my father's deciiion ; which 
choice, after due caution, be made; butthoug]^ 
G 3, cxcecd-^ 
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exceeding notable Jiimfelf, yet happening to en- 
gage with an old gentleman more notable, it is 
laid, and I believe with truth, that he was out- 
witted. In the holy eftate of matrimony I lived 
a few years, without anv thing to relieve the 
dulnefe and infipidity of a huftand's converfation, 
but now and then a vifit.from his relations, and 
a game at cards. 

When my widowhood c6mmenced, then 
opened the fcene. And though my jointure was 
not equal to the fortune my father had paid, yet 
having many good profpefts, the value of which 
I had learnt to calculate with great accuracy, I 
refolved to regulate my conduft accordingly. 

And now it was that I engaged in the ftrangeft 
projecl that ever entered a whimfical woman*$ 
head. It was this ; to colleiTt all the moft 
haughty and infolcnt forms that I had ever heard 
to have been praftifcd in the rejcSion of lovers; 
to enter thofe forms in my pocket book ; to get 
them by heart, and to ule them occafionally as 
circumftances might admit! arguing with my- 
felf, that I fhould haften the fucceffion of lovers 
in proportion to the number of pretenders I 
baffled and difcarded. 

The firft who offered me his addrefles in my 
new fituation was Mr. Twist the mercer. He 
made his vifit in about two months after my huf- 
band's deceafe ; and upon being (hewn into my 
parlour, really furprifed me with fo ftrange and 
ridiculous a figure of a man, that it wis- not 
without the utmofl difficulty I was able to prc- 
ferve any compofure of countenance. Pale, 
trembling, looking afkance, and out of breath, 
be muttered over fomething in -broken words 
'- •' and 
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and Kalf-fentences,= about *• cruel clel^ivs de- 

" cencies — — boldhefs — — and,*''at laft, "his 
** ambition of being admitted my moft humble 
^ .fervant/* Fixing my eyes full upon him, I . 
anfwered, *' That I was very forry he (hould 
^< come at fo unfeafonable 'a tiihe; for that I 
<* had no thoughts 6f parting with my footman': 
** but if he fhould be out of place when I had a 
*> vacancy, and would call again, I might per- 
** haps prefer him to my fervice." The poor 
man, unable to bear fuch. a (hock, fell into the 
moft violent diftortlons efface, and left me, with 
precipitation, to enjoy my triumph alone. 

The next who honoured me with anapplica^ 
tion of the fame kind, but without the fame dif- 
mal and rudful grimaces, was Mr. Frankly, ah 
under officer in his Majefty's cuftoms. He ap- 
proached me with a pretty good air, and with an 
€afy unconftrained utterance, declared, *' That 
** he had long been charmed with the agreeable- 
** nefs of my perfon and behaviour ; that they 
" had made the deepeft imprefTions on his hctLTt; 
** and that he did not defpair of finding in my 
** fair bofom fomething fufceptible of the fame 
** tender and elegant fentiments." Piqued and 
amazed at the confidence of the man, my me- 
mory and prefencc of mind had almoft failed 
me : but recovering in an inftant, I made him a 
curt'fy, and afiured him "That, though he 
*' knew it not^ I was really the miftrefs of that 
'^ houfe : but that my maid Mary was in the 
*' kitchen, who would no doubt be highly pleaf- 
^ ed with fo fine a fpeech, which I hoped he had 
^< got by heart, and would be as capable of re- 
<^ peating to bisrmiftrefs as he bad been to me.** 
G 4 I look- 
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. I looked to fee if my gentkinaa y/mB Aot fink- 
ing into the floor; but to my utter, confuiion, he 
made me a low bow^ and with a moft figjiificanc 
glance protefted, *^ That he was become per- 
^* fe^lly (enfible of his miftake^ and that his next 
*' vifit fhould be to my maid y for that it was 
*^ impoilible for Mrs. Mary to return an anfwec 
^^ to any thing he might fj^y to her, fo utterly 
^^ deftitute of good fcn^ at>4 g<K)d manners." Aa 
foon as he was gone I had recourie to my pocket-- 
book, crofled out my two firft common-places^ 
and wrote in the margin, ** N. B. Too muchi 
*^ alike, and not to ufe either' of them again on 
** any account whatfoevera" 

My third inamoratp was Mr. $ipart» a young 
attorney, very fpruce and very mt^ch a coxcomb.. 
As he lived in the ndghbourhood^ we bad a 
flight acquaintance. One evening he came t^t 
my houfe, flayed fupper, and after drinking a 
glafs or twQ of wine, began a rhapfpdy 0f non- 
icnfe about flames, darts, killing eyea„ wounds 
and death. It is enough that I W93 abl? to com- 
prehend his meanings and therefore putting on. 
an air of ferioufnefs and concern, I aflured him^ 
'* That I was moft prod i^iou fly forry to fee him. 
*' fo fluttered j I fuppofed that he had beea 
** drinking before he came to my houfe ; for ' 
<' otherwife it was impoffible he ihould be dif- 
'^ guifed to fuch a degree. I hope^ it was only 
*^ an accidental thing, and that he would take 
*' care not to contraft habits fo extremely preju- 
*^ dicial to his character and complexion." He 
looked fo tame and fooliih, that for the life o£ 
me I could not forbear purfuing my blow ; and 
therefQr^.Qr^oriAg «ny fenrwt toliglit him home^ 

Irecom-^ 
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I recommended ftrongly to hhn to clear his fto- 
snach with a quart or two of warm water before 
he went to reft : and in the morning I feht a 
card with compliments and enquiries after his 
health ; hoping he was as well as could be ex- , 
pcded after his^ laft night^s irregularity. He 
kept my man two hours, and then returned me 
the following aniwer, fairly engroffed upon a^ 
ckan queen of hearts. 

** Mr. Smart's compliments to Mrs. G ,> 

*< and thanks for her kind mefTage. He ihall 
** not contend that he is in his ibber wits: no, 
♦* he is proud to ov^n himfelf drunk with the 
*< large draughts of love he has drawn f>om her 
** bright eyes/* 

This I thought was iw^etty enough ; 1 there- 
fore put the card between the proper pages in my 
book, and under the common- place to whkjh it 
related, wrote, ^ Memorandum, a gord thlng^> 
*♦ and may do again wi^ a little varration,**' 

' My fourth humble fer vant was doiftor Scarft,^ 
^e minifter of the parifh. He was really a goocl 
fort of a gentleman ; amf, te fey the truth, I 
had for a^ long time played my artillery direftly 
at him, as I imagined without fuccefs, but not 
without a moft vexatioUs chagrin at his feeming 
iftfenfibility. However, when I feaft expedted 
any fuch thing, I perceived I had conquered his 
ftubborn heart: and then I ivfolved to take fonie 
revenge for the trouble it had coft me. His ad- 
vice and affiftance, which were ufeful to me in 
the management of my affairs, gave him a claim 
to a more frequent and familiar reception dian I 
vouchfafed to any other male vifitant.- One day,, 
upon my thanking him in civil terms for a con- 
fiderable fervice 1^ had done me^. he haftily >»- 
G 5, tcrriq^tcdl 
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terrupteJ me with ^^ Madam, you are too ob- 
^' liging; I beg ^ou to fay noUiine more upon 
** the (ubjedl ; 'tis I am the indebted perfon ; 
•* indebted for the favour of your efteem and 
^^ confidence : I wi(h I could merit them : to be 
" able to give you the leaft fatisfa<Sion is the 
** higheft pleafure of my life* You know in 
^* what manner I have tranfaAed thefe little 
** matters; put my zeal ajid fincerity to a np* 
^^ bier teft : allow me not cafual, but continual 
** occafions of expreffing» in a tender way, my 
** regard to your interells, my affection to your 
*^ perfon, which is dearer to me than all the 
*' intereft. upon earth," . '* .Why now, do<Etop, 
" fays J, what 1 have long dreaded is, I find, 
^^ come to' pafs« I have often defired you to 
** ufe more exercife, and not to fit perpetually 
^^ poring upon books. The intenfenefs of your 
^^ ftudies has impaired your underflanding : and 
** alt I can do at profent is to advife you to go 
*-* dirc6Uy home, and take ^ littk fomething for 
** your head. If you neglect your diforder, yoM 
** will foon be fubjeft to more violent ravings." 
" Madam, he replied, I fee you are difpofed to 
*^. make merry with my pain: I did not expeflt 
** fuch treatment at your hands : but I hear- 
•* tily wifh you a good night.*' . TJie delibera- 
tion with which he fpoke, fully convinced m^ 
that I had loft both a lover and a friend : and the 
lefleftion on my folly filled me with ihame. 
However, I concealed it as well as I could, and 
wrote in my pocket-book, under this common- 
place, N. B* " Not to be repeated.^" 

It would make a hiftory, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
inftead of a letter, to relate all my atchievements 
ia this way.. la (hort,. my character became in 

time 
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time fo exti^rdinary and formidable, that I re- 
member to have feen but three k>vers in the laft 
feven years, and two of the three were gentlemen 
fromireland. 

It is owing to this. timidity in the men, that 
I trouble you with this letter, anddefire its pub- 
lication. , They .bav^no doubt imagined from 
my behaviour that I have made a vow againft 
marriage : but whatever my intentions may be, 
I can aflure them I have made no fuch -vow : 

and if any gentleman under forty But I 

am not advertiCng for a hufband neither ; yet for 
fear you Ihould think fo, it 1$ high time to take 
my leave, by fubfcribing.myfelf, Sir, 

, * Tmr moji humble ferbant^ A. Gr , 

I HAVE complied with this lady's requeft in 
publifhing het letter, and (hall recommend to 
her perufal the following Cong, which I received 
a few days isp from an unknown cotrefpondent. 

SONG: 

I. ' 

A nymph there lives j whom many a fwain 
HasJtgh*dfor'ofty hutfegViinvainy 
Jnd borne "the ififults anddifdatn • 

Of proud IfUt/?andfomeMbjXY. »-* 
Around her ihrong' d the wfts arid beausr 
tVtth cringes, - c^fiimenit and^ bovJSj . ' ^ 
And dfefs, and oaths J akdlies^ and vozts^ 

And Jlrtroe for lovely MthtY, 

The charms that deckt this favorite maid 
In verfe and profe were fung andfaid : 
(For wits will write, and beaus may read) 
O happy, happy Molly ! 

G6 But 
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But fee triumphemt Uautfs fride I 
In vain was wit and nonfemfe trfdy ' 
Beai4S, fopSy nay flatterers were devfd 

By haughty^ haughty MoLLY- = 
III. 
Too hng cofuetted the vmmfair : 
Timey thatev*H beauty fimu tpAarey. 
Stole 9* er the eyes^ the cheeks^ the bmr 

OffiUyy heedkfs Molly. 
Painty powdery patches are appifi"mtm 
No arts the fad di&race can biif : 
Thefofsforfakey the wits deride 

Ihetr once-bn/dy chmjmng M.OJULY^ 

IV. , 

Unheeded now at bail or play. 

She hates the pretty y blames tie gay » 

jih / who one tender thing wiH fay 

To foor dtferted Molly ? 
Yetjiilljhe lingering haunts the fcenty, 
fflbere once Jhea£ied beauty* s queen J, 
And erueryfimpU h^art had been 

Thejlave of tyrant Molly. 
V. 
At length withfruitlefs hope w^ duty. 
She quits tbegtddy youthful rout^ 
And turns fi monJhrouHy devoHty 

No Joint was e'er like Molly. 
Tet while thisfolemn garb Jhe wears^ 
Each world by turns employs her cares*. 
Andjlandery fermonsy cards andpntfers- 

Divide Jlill wretched MoL^ Y^ 



Numb* 
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JifUitttiQ fimilitm faciUi erit^ fi (fuijiki ^itmcs ret 

amnufiQs tsf inanimatof -^fr^quftttjfr ante 

ocuht p^ pmere \ H ex bis aS^wm venarr 
fimUtudinemy yd^ out ornarej. aut docerey aut 
afcrimem remfacere pcjpt* CiC¥&Gu- 

To Mr. Fxtx-Adam^ 

S rit^ 
'T AM of opinion thata vexy pleafing metfiod- 
I o£ inftrudion might be drawn from the af- 
finity which the more liberal arts and faiences 
ha\e to m^apners and behaviour. The follow* 
ifis precept&y which are eq^ually calculated to dv- 
i/tci the young painter's hand^ and the' young 
Wy's condi^, contain an imperfect fpecimen of 
the method I am proposing \ and which I am in- 
duced ta communicate to yiv. Fitz-Adam^ be- 
caufe I am aflured that fine arts, good manners,, 
and the fair fex, are, and ought to be,, the prin- 
cipal c^re of the WoR|.o.. 

It is impoffible to ^rive ^t any eminent dp* 
gree of excellence either in painting or behavir 
our,^ without a long, courfe of difcipline in the 
fchool of imitation. The character of a valuable 
original can never be procured without conde*^ 
fcending firft of all i!b the humble employment of 
the copyift. The carte blanche of a youthful mind 
will be as imperfeftly adorned by the firft rudi- 
ments of politeneisj as a ieholar s leflbn-book by 

the 
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the firft principles of deiign : but care and prac- 
tice may foon correal the aukwardnefi of a firft 
attempt ; and it may be the pupil's fault, if every 
new d?iy, as well as every new leaf, does- not 
produce fome proof of amendment. . But how- 
ever fimilar the mind ahd^^hand may be with re- 
gard to their advances towards perflbdioii, yet it 
IS to be obfcrved that the accompli&ments of the 
one are much more requifite and important than 
thofe of the other, and that an irregular aftion 
b not fo eafily reformed as a ^negligent ftroke. 

To refolve the Whole of* beauty into a fine 
complexion, a juft fymmetry of fhape, and a 
nice regularity of features, is altogether 'as ibfurd 
as It would be to reduce all the qualifications for 
good painting to a manual fkill of mixing co- 
lours for the pallet, and fketching out the con- 
tours pf fingle portraits. There muft be a cer- 
tain gracefulnefs and uniformity in every part of 
a lady's characSer to make her appear amiable to 
a man of difcernment ; juft as a confiftent defigh 
and a proper combination of figures in a hiftory- 
piece can alone recommend the painter to a cri- 
tical obferver. 

The extravagances of the prude and coquet 

are anaWous to a timid exa<3:nefs and a diftblute 

"Hcentioulnefs of ftyle in painting. A, degree of 

'freedom, far beyond a chearful affiibility, (hall 

in fome ladies be attended with many a ftri&ing 

charm, and afteft one, like Paulo's daring 

*ftroke, with warmer and piore animatted fentr- 

ments, than could have been excited by the cold 

and fpiritlefs efforts of a deliberate regularity. 

There are others, in whom a delicate refcrvc, 

bordering ahnoft on the confines of a prudifti (hy- 

5 «eft> 
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nefs, fhall appear extremely engaging tinmen of 
a nicer turn, and eafily captivate all nich fancies 
as are delighted with the chaftifed refinement of 
a CoRREGio's pencil. Nor do we want a third 
fort of ladies, who are endowed with an admi- 
rable talent for gaining themfelves admirers, hy 
an odd afiedbition of capricious levities, and a 
whimfical Angularity of carriage : I know fe- 
veral who can give as happy proofs of their 
cxpertnefs in this fantaftic art, as ever Le Piper 
could of his excellence for grotefque reprefen- 
tations, and who are qualified to trifle, with as 
much fuccefs as that artifl has been known to, do 
with a piece cf charcoal upon a wall. ' But it is 
to be obferved that thefe privileges are only 
fuited to peculiar charaders, andean never pro- 
-duce any good efie<d, unlefs they derive their 
power from fome inbred gift, and flow direftly 

Jr6m the genuine fource of nature. •.'.; 

There may be as great a variety iii the modes 
of right behaviour, as in the fVyles of good 
painting. Many piftures may be worthy of ad- 
miration befides thofe of the ■ mofl cfelebrated 
mailers ; and many a lady may deferye to be claf- 
fed amongft the lovely, the polite and accom- 
plilhed, though fhe be not a perfed: Lady * * *. 
It is not requifite for us to fliew a general difre- 

' gard to the examples of others, in order to be 
diflinguifhed for fomething peculiar to ourfelves ; 
all we are to be cautioned againfl is a ridiculous 
imitation of fuch, as are either inconfiflent with 
our genius, or above the reach of our capacities. 

The propriety of attitude and drapery de- 
pends fo much on charafters, circumflances, and 
defigns^ that they cannot well be reduced to any 

fixed 
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fixed and determinate xeeuhtioiia. There is n» 
one, I believe, but will readily allow that the 
airs and movements of an Italian dancer on the 
theatre, moft appear ahnofl as unbecoming in aa 
Englifh lady dancing at a hall, as the pi^re of 
m Venus in the antic pofture of a Mercury. Yet 
there can be no more danger in a lady's making 
ttfo free a ufe of her limbs, while (he keeps ckar 
#f all hoydening and afie£led geftures, than there 
is of a painter's having too great a knowledge of 
anatomy, (o long as it ia only made a fecret 
guide to him in his defigns. Nor can either be 
remarkably faulty in point of drapery, provided 
tfiev do but pay a due xegaid to fhape,^ quality,. 
;mdcuftom» 

There is fo &nA an s^reement between the- 
difclofing art in drefs, and the carnatioa art in 
painting, that I believe it would be difficult to 
find out a fault or excellence in the one, that 
could not be paralleled with fome eorref^nding 
beauty or defeA in the other^ 

There is^ m woman where therms no reserve,. 
Jnd 'tis m PhENTY your pwr levers starve, 

feys the wittv and ingenious Dr.. Young : and? 
it is very well knowa by all good critics-and pn>- 
ficients in painting,, that an uncommon {hare of 
fkill and judjgment is requifite for the produdion: 
of every part of the naked*. Nor is it hard to- 
. aflign a reafon why it fhould be (o ; for if it be 
not extremely delicate in texture and complexion,^ 
it will of courfe appear difguftful ; and if it 
be not extremely modeft in pofture and defign, 
it muft needs be thought indecent : whereas the 
3; moft 
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mo&. imperfe6t concealment, a covering eveit. 
thinner than the thinneft gaiu^e, will not only 
be fufficient to relieve the oftended eye, but will 
likewife enable the fancy to improve into beauty 
every thing it hides^ A$ the propriety of dreis- 
18 (o ipuch more dependent on faihion than na^ 
ture, I am cautious of afHrming that a woman> 
ought always to be miftre6 of a pretty face, before 
£he has the confidence to appear in public with a 
bare bofom. But allowing thaty under the fane-* 
tion of faibion, flie may difplay fo diflinguifh- 
ing a chara&erifiic of her fcx^. without danger p£ 
incurring an immodeft reputation ; yet fhe can- 
not poffibly do it without forfeiting all preten-^ 
iions to diicretion : for sls (he cannot be ignorant 
how the beauty of a new gown decrea^ with 
the frequency of its appearance,, ihe ought, al**- 
ways, to know how little value the men ^ee io: 
a privilege pf fiirveying ever fo pretty an objeft 
in itfelf, if it be conflantly expofed to the fami-^ 
liar ga^e of the, oo altitude^ It is not natural &r- 
U9 to regard fix\y thing that is held too apparently 
cheap in the eitimation ol the proprietor : and I 
am well iatisfied that a lady cannot take a worfe 
method of gaining particular admirers, than by- 
making general treats. If your fair readers, Mr.. 
Fitz-Adam, will take my word for it, I can af- 
fiire them that the men are tentim^ more afFe£i-^ 
ed, with an accidental momentary glance^ thaa. 
with a defigned exj)ofure for a wh^ hour to«i>- 
gether.. 

Upon the whole ; a& Mr. Pope has ihewn us 
that he could colledl hints enough for the com- 
pofitton of an ingenious treatife, even from one^ 
iiiiglc ftagiaent ia the. literary lininig qC » band^ 

hox-i. 
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box ; and as Leonardo da Vinci has obferved 
that the fpots on an old mouldy wall, forming. a 
confufed refemblance of different objefts, may 
be fufiicicnt to fupply an improving fancy with a 
fine affemblage of the moft perfed images ; fo it 
is to be hoped that the World may in the fame 
manner be able to colleft a great deal of irSftruc- 
tion from thefe random and undigefted refle^Uons 
of its 

Jincere adfnirer^ 

and moft humble fervantj 

rHILOCOSMOS. 

p. S, It may not be improper to tell you, that 
I have been fome time engaged in drawing up a 
fyftem of rules for the ladies drefs, In order to de^ 
termine how far perfonal beauty, as the work of 
nature, is capable of being improved by the af- 
fiftance of art. In thefe rules I fhall endeavour 
to fix the proper ftandards of dec6rum, and to 
circumfcribe the authority of fafliion within the 
reafonable limitations of modefty and difcretton : 
and as this attempt is principally calculated to 
reform the prefent nakedneis of the ladies, I in- 
tend to publifh it under the title of Canons for 
THE Toilet, 

Numb. 79. Thursday, July 4, 1754. 

Tq Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

YOU cannot do a greater fervice- to the 
world, than by promoting' the real* happl- 

nefs 
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nefs of the beft part of it, the fair fex ; for w^ofc 
fake I beg you will publifli the following ani- 
madverfions upon an error in education, which 
the good fenfe in the prcfent age, with all its at- 
tachments to nature, has not totally eradicated. 
The error I mean is putting romances into the 
hands of young ladies 5 which being a fort of 
writing that abounds in charadlers no where to 
be found, can, at beft, be but a ufelefs employ* 
mcnt, even fuppofing the readers of them to have 
neither reliih nor underftanding for fuperior con- 
cerns. But as this is by no means the cafe, and 
as the happinefs of mankind is deeply interefted 
in the fentiments and conduft of the ladies, why 
do we contribute to the filling their heads witn 
fancies, which render them incapable either of 
enjoying or communicating that happinefs ? Why 
do we fuffer thofe hearts, which ought to be appro- 
priated to the various afte<5fcions of focial life, to 
be alienated by the mere creatures of the imagi- 
nation ? In mbrt, why do wc fuffer thofe who 
were born for the purpofe of living in fociety 
with men endued with paffions and frailties like 
their own, to be bred up in daily expectation of 
Jiving out of it with fuch men as never have ex- 
ifted r Believe me, Mr. Fitz-Adam (as much the 
age of nature as this is thought to be) I know fe- 
veral unmarried ladies, who in all probability had 
been long ago good wives and good mothers, if 
their imaginations had not been early perverted 
v/ith the chimerical ideas of romantic love, and 
themfelves chatted odt of the charities (as^ 
Milton calls them) and all the real bleffings of 
thofe relations, by the hopes of that ideal happi* 

nefs. 
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jiefs, which is no where to be found but in &o<^ 

MANCES. 

It is a principle with iuch ladies,, that it mat- 
ters not if the qualities they afcribe to the heroes 
of thefe books be real or imaginary : upon 
which principle, a footman may as well be the 
hero as his mafter ; for nothing, it feems, is ne- 
cefiary to dub him fuch, but the magic power of 
a lady^s fancy, which creates chimeras much 
fafter than nature can produce realities* 

Surely, Mr. Fit^Adam, this do£lrine of 
ideal happinefs is calculated for the meridian of 
Bedlam, and ought never to be received beyond 
the limits of Mooriields» For if we fhoula ad-» 
mit that the monarch in his cell is as happy as 
the monarch on his throne, while both their ob*- 
je£b are ambition ; yet the happiness of ibciety 
muft depend only on the reafonablenefs of indivi- 
duals. A father is by this pernicious do6lrine 
frequently robbed of the comfort he expe6led in 
his child ; a daughter is deprived of the protec* 
tion and fupport (he might otherwifc have claim- 
ed from her father ; and fociety is interrupted in 
forming its general fyftcm of happinefe, which 
thofe relations fhould contribute to eftablifh. 

These, Mr. Fitz-Adam, are almoft the nc- 
ceffary confequences of reading romances : and 
as human nature is apt to be more influenced by 
example than precept, I Ihall beg leave to enforce 
tiie truth of what I have advanced by the follow-^ 
ing hiftory. 

Clarinda was the only child of a wealthy 
merchaat, who placed all his happinefs in the ex* 
jpeftations of her merit and the rewards of it. Na- 
ture: 
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ture had encouraged him in that expe£btion, by. 
giving her a very liberal portion of her favours ; 
and he determined to improve it by every means 
which the fondnefs of a parent could fuggeft to 
him. But, unfortunately for Clarinda, her 
father's good intentions were not guided by a 
judgment equally good :. fiur it happened to her^ 
as It too often does in the education of young 
women, that his endeavours were rather dire^lcd 
to grace her perfon, than to adorn her mind: 
and whatever qualifications he might wifh the 
latter to poflefs, he ieemed folicitous only of fuch 
as might recommend the former. Drefs, dan-> 
cine and mufic were the whole of her accom- 
plimments : and they fo immoderately foftened 
the natural effeminacy of her mind, that (he 
contracted an averfion to. every kind of readings 
which did not reprefent the fame foftnefs of man* 
jiers. Every hour which was not appropriated 
to one of thefe accomplifhments, was fpent in 
the enfnaring practice of reading novels and 
ROMANCES I of which Clelia was her fa-> 
vourite, and the hero of it jcontinually in her head* 
Whilst Clarinda was thus accompliih- 
ing herfelf, the father was ftudying to reward the 
merits of his daughter with a nufband fuitable to 
her rank and fortune. Nor was he unfuccefsful 
in hk care : for Theodore, the fon of a neigh- 
bouring gentleman in the country, was chofen 
for this honour. But though all who. knew him 
declared him to .be worthy of it, unhappily for 
Clarinda^ fhe alone thought otherwife. For 
notwithftanding he loved her with a fmcerity 
hardly to be equalled, yet as he did not ap- 
proach her in heroics, nor firft break, his pafliQa 
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vrai5, that the father fettled am annuity cm his 
daughter, and entailed his eftate on his next kin- 
^ired. This annuity fhe ftill lives to enjoy ; ani 
in the fiity-:fifth vear of her age prefers' the vifi- 
onan' happincis of reading Clexia and think- 
ing on her Antonio, i» the real blefiings ot 
thofe focial relaticxis, which in all probability fhe 
had enjoyed through life, if llie faod never lieoi 
a reader o( romances. 

I am, &r. 



Numb. 8o. Thursday, Jufy ii, 1754* 

To Mr« Fxtz-Adam. 

Sir, 

FR O M the indulgence you have Co often 
(hewn to the produAions of female conre* 
ipondents, I am encoura&ed to hope that you will 
not refufe this epiftle a place in your paper. 

You muft know, fir, that witn a tolerable per- 
fon, a very good fortune, and lovers in abun- 
dance, 1 have a particular humour to live and die 
a maid. This way of thinking, I proteft, does 
not arife from difappointed love, but, on the con- 
trary, from my never having feen any one man 
who has been pofiefled of thofe accomplifhments 
which I think neceflary for a hufband. 

You will imagine, perhaps, that I hardly 
know myfelf what fort of a man I would have ; 
but to convince you of the contrary, lam going 
to give you a defcription of one, whom, notwith- 
Jftandingmy pref^pnt humpur^ I w0^1d wiilipg- 
1 V noarry, and reward with a fortune of ten thou- 

fand 
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fand pounds. Such a declaration as this, while 
there are fo many fortune-hunters, witty fparks, 
pretty fellows, and grave widowers about town, 
will undoubtedly ftrike fome hundreds with a 
flattering hope that I. am eafily to be carried offi 
but to fiience their pretenfions all at once, here 
follows the defcription of the only man in the 
world that I will confent to marry 3 and whom I 
ihall beg leave, to entitle 

THE MAID'S HUSBAND. 

Notwithstanding it is a fatal maxim 
among women, ** To pleafe the eye, though 
** they torment the heart," yet I am fo far an 
advocate for pleafing the eye, that the man I 
have an idea of, muft have a perfon graceful and 
engaging. The features of his face muft be re- 
gular ; and though regular, agreeable ; which as 
yet I hardly remember to have feen, having ge^ 
iierally obferved that where nature is moft exadl:, 
(he is leaft engaging. His eyes muft be lively, 
fparkling, and afte<5ling; and over the whole 
face there muft be a clear complexion, health, 
chearfulnefs and fenfibility. His ftature muft be 
inclining to the tall ; his motipn eafy and gen- 
teel ; free from the fliort pert trip of the affeded 
l>eau, or the haughty tragic ftcp of the moft ib- 
lemn fop. His behaviour ferious, but natural ; 
neither too open, nor too referved. His look, 
his laugh, his fpeech, and his whole manner, 
muft be juft without aff*eclation, and free with- 
out levity. 

Thus much for his perfon. I now come to 
the endowments of his mind ; without which, 
grace, beauty, and agreeablenefs will avail him 
nothing. His genius muft he fanciful i hi« 

Vol. II. H knov/- 
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}in'»w!jd?c ex ten five. Men, as well as books, 
iTiuft have been hi? ftudy. Lcamiftg, freedom, 
a!ii c^llaniry, mult be io blended in him, as to 
TT.zkt him always the improving friend, the gsy 
c'j:r.pr.ni'>n, an J the entertaining lover. In con- 
1 1- rial ion he muft fav nothing; with ftudy, nor 
vet anv thing at random. His thoughts muft 
i^^w I'rcm him naturally, yet not wifhout that 
ccViczcv of cxprefr.on, which is neceflarv to 
^ivc them a genteel turn. To the talents of his 
mind let me add (it I may be allowed the dif- 
tinction) the qualities of his foul. He muft- be 
generous without prodigality; humane with- 
oiit wcakncfs ; jviil: without feverity; and fond 
without folly. To his wife he muft be en- 
ijciiring; to his children aflFec^ionate ; to his 
friends warm ; and to mankind benevolent. 
Nature and rcafon muft join their powers, and 
to the openncfs of the heart add the virtue of 
<rconomy ; making him careful without avarice, 
and giving him a kind of unconcerned nefs with- 
out negligence. With love he muft have re- 
fpecl ; and by a continued complaiiance always 
win upon the inclination. He muft take care 
to retain hir> conqucft by the means he gained it, 
and eternally look and I'peak with the fame de- 
fines and affections, though with greater freedom. 

It hiis been obferved by experienced people, 
that the foul contracts a fort of bllndnefs by lov- 
ing ; but the man I am fpeaking of muft denve 
his fentimcnts from realbn ; and the paffion, 
which in others is looked on as the mark of fol- 
ly, be in him the true effeft of judgment. 

I'o thcle qualities I muft add that charm 

which is to be confidered before all the reft, 

3 though 
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though bard to be met with in this libertine age, 
HELiGiON. He muft be devout without fuperfti- 
tion, and pious without melancholy: far from 
that infirmity which makes men uncharitable 
bigots, infunng into their hearts a morofe con-^ 
tempt of the world, jind aa antipathy totheplea*- 
fiires of it. He muft not be- fiich a lover of fo*- 
ciety as to mix with the aflemblies of knaves and 
blockheads, nor yet of an opinion that he ought 
to retire from mankind to feek GOD in the hor- 
ror of folitude : on the contrary, \\q muft think 
that the ALMIGHTY is to be Ibund amongtt 
men, where his goodnefs is moft ailive, and his 
providence moft employed. There it is that 
RSLiGioN muft enlighten^ and reafon regulate 
his conduft, both in the cares of falvation, aiwl 
the duties of life. 

With fuch a man a woman muft eryoy thofc 
pleafures in marriage which none but fools would 
ridicule. Her hufband would be always the 
fame, and always pleafing. Other wives arc 
glad if they can now and then find with their 
huft>ands one agreeable hour; but with this a 
difagreeable minute will be impoifible. On 
whatever occafions we ftiould fee or fpeak to 
each other, it muft be with mutual pleafure, and 
affured fatisfaftion. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let your drefling, 
fcribbti ng, hand Lome young fellows, whether of 
the Temple, of the Univcrlity, of the Army, or 
of the City, who would be glad of a woman of 
five-and-twenty, not difagreeable in her perfon, 
latid with ten thoufand pounds in her pocket, 
read this chara<fter ; and if any one of them will 
affcrt and prove it to belong to himfelf, my hearty 
H 2 hand 
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li^r. J and fortune are cndrdy at his fervice. But 
I b::lie\'e, ilr, that inftcad of a man, I have been 
dci'cribing a monller of the imagination ; a ' 
thing that neither is, was, nor ever will be : I 
am therefore rcfigned to my condition, and can 
tnink without repining of dying a maid (and I 
hope an old one j lince I am not to expedl a hus- 
band to the wifhts of. 
Sir, 
Xour humble fervanty 

reader y and correfpondent^ 

A. B- 

Though I doubt not but my ftiir correfpon- 
dent is thoroughly deferving of the hufband fhe 
knows fo well how to defcribe, yet I could have 
v/i filed, for her own fake, as well as forthefajce 
of ibme happy man, that fhe had added a quali- 
fying poftfcript to her letter, (ignifying that fhe 
was willing to make fome little abatement in her 
demands. When gentlemen build houfes, it is 
ufual with them either to give up convenieucy for 
a profpect, or profpeft for conveniency. In 
this manner fhould a lady a<Sb in the choice of a 
hufband : if fhe fets her heart upoA a face, (he 
ihould have no diflike to a coxcomb ; or if ihe 
falls in love with a mind, a floven fhould ap- 
pear charming : for the odds are againfl her, that 
the hnndfome man is the one, and the man of 
knowledge the other. 

Exclusive of myfelf, I know of no fuch 
charadler as the lady has defcribed : nor dare I 
fay a word of my own perfon and accomplifh- 
mcnis, being unfortunately near feventy, and 
a married man. It has alfo been hinted to me 

(for 
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(for I fcorn to deceive any body) that I ha\c a 
fmall ftoop in my. gait, and that I am not quite 
fo well-bred upon all occafions as a young lady 
might expeft me to be. 

I AM alfo cautious of recommending any of 
tiiofe gentlemen who are daily advertifing for 
wives in the public papers : for whether it be 
owing to their extreme modefty, or whether they 
h^ve really no other accomplifnments than they 
ufually fet forth to the world, their defcriptions of 
thcmfelves amount to no more, than '' that they 
*' are tall, well made, and very agreeable ; that 
•* they have healthy conftitutions, have had li- 
** beral educations, and are of fober morals." 
But as' thtfe defcriptions are by no means parti- 
cukr-enough,^ I cannot be certain that- the puB- 
liOiers of them will anfwer exaftly the idea of 
the Maid's Husband. Befrdes,^ I have lately 
received letters^from particufar ladies, who, either 
as principals or friends have examini-d thefe gen- 
tlemen, which letters affure me that they do not 
at alfcome up to the idea given of themfclves^ 
even in their own niodeft advertifeitients. 

But before I take leave of my ingenious 
corrcfpondent, I promife her to give notice in 
this paper of the firft Maid's Husband that 
fells within my knowledge ; and if fhe pleafes to 
fignify where and when Ihe will be waited on by 
any fuch gentleman, her commands fhall be exe- 
cuted with the niceft punftuality. Or (as it is 
very confklerately.exprefled in an advertifement 
now before me) if the lady does not chufe to apfear 
fer finally for the firjl timcy may fend any other prof er 
la^iy ofhe^r aequatntance to the place appointed, 

H 3 Numb. 
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Numb. 8i. Thursday, July 18, 1754* 

TH E following letters need no apology.. 
With regard to the firft^ it may be pro- 
jper to obfcrve that the eoiiipUint contained in it 
i:; a very juft one : of the fecond I (hall fay- no* 
thing till I have given it to my readers.. 

To Mr. FiTz-A»AM. 

Sir, 

I CAN afliire you with great ^tnith, that youi 
are the firft man I ever w£Ot^ a letter to, or 
wiftied to correfpond with, excepit my father, and 
my brother. I am the young^ of three fifters,. 
am not quite twenty-one, love dre/s, and love 
faftiions, but cannot content to appear in the 
public walks like a woman of the town* I am 
forry to fay it, but it is really my opinion, that i£ 
the common proftitutes were to walk in the Park 
with no other covering than a fhift of Paris net,, 
half the young ladies of my acquaintance would 
come into th? fafhiom 

My two fitters may take it as they pleafe, but 
they are fo far gone into the mode, that I hardly 
ever go abroad with them that we are not ad- 
drefled by gentlemen who are utter ftrangers to 
us, in the moil familiar (and fometimes the mofr 
indecent) terms imaginable^ No longer ago than 
laft week we were mobbed in Spring-gardens, 
from my eldeft fitter's having affronted a Couple 
of gentlemen, wly) would fain have entertained 

us. 
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us with a glaft of wine at the Cardigan. For 
my own part, I tell them both very frankly, that 
wnile they endeavour to look like women of the 
town, it is a great miftake in them to be ^bove 
their bufinefs. , 

Pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, favour us with a 
World upon this fubjecSl j for as the youngcft 
fifter, my opinion goes for nothing ; and be- 
fides, I want to have •them mortified a little: 
for they neither Jove nor efteem me, becaufe I 
am faid to be handfomcr than they, and am 
better received by all our relations and acquain- 
tance» 

I am. Sir, 

Tour hwtihie fervantj ' 

Sarah Meanwblx* 

SlR^ 

I AM a very good^heaiU&d, honeft girl ; but 
k^m my fitUAtion in life^ I larm afi^id people 
tfiink ttie otherwife. It is my unhappinefs that 
from too high a birth, and I500 low a fortune, I 
%m obliged to live conftantly with the great j and 
to tell you the truth, I am rfeally handlomer than 
moft of the women I mix with. From this 
circumftance I am looked upon with envy by 
many of my acquaintance ; but indeed, fir, when 
you know my heart, you will rather think me 
an objeft of pity. 

Though I have the beft fpirits in. the world, 
and am as gay as innocence will fuffer me to be, 
I am called a queer creature by the men, and a 
prude by the women. And all. this for what ? 
Truly, becaufe I have more modefty than the 
company I keep. And yet fo prevailing is .ex- 
H 4. ample. 
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»mp]e, and fo neccflUry to a dependent ftate are 
j:oo(l-liumour and compliance, that I have not 
hccn able at all times to be quite as modeft as I 
lh(uil(i be. I do not mean that I have been 
iiov.nright wicked, or that I ever wifhed to be 
lo i but if my grandmother was to rife from the 
grave, and to be witnefs to the sentiments 
1 have drank, and the romps I have played, fhe 
would certainly box mylars, and call me by a 
name too coarie for me to mention. 

If you are an old man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, yoo 
will hardly underftand me ; and as I am a young 
womrn, 1 dare hot come to a particular expla- 
nation. But if you will be fo kind as to con- 
vince the people of fafhion that decency is a 
virtue, it '^/ould fave me from many a rent in 
my cloaths, and make my evenings at home, as 
well as my parties abroad, much pleafanter to me. 

I THINK I may be allowed to fpeak a little 
plainer. The privilege of high birth is to do 
every thing you have a mind to do. It is a 
maxim with men to attempt every thing, and 
with the women to refufe but one thing. The 
attacks that are made upon a lady's honour, are 
»:onJidertd only as compliments to her beauty; 
:nid (he is the moft flattered, who is oftcneft in- 
luited. Your correfpondent, Mrs. Shuffle, ne- 
ver laid a truer thing in her life, than that ** dards 
*^ were an afylum againft the dangers of men :'* 
and 1 leally grow fond of routs and drums, be,- 
caufe their defigns, at fuch parties, are only 
againft my purfe. 

But if women in the moft elevated fituations, 
either from their own levity, or the impudence 
of men,^ are liable to thefe fafhionable attacks, 

how 
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how muft it fare with a poor girl, who has no 
fortune to awe thefe libertines into refpedl, and 
no example among her companions to authorize 
her refentment ? They conftrue my very com- 
plaints into defign — *' The prude would take 
** us in, would ihe? She had better be one of 
*• us, or egad we'll blow her.** — This, with a 
little plainer fwearing, and coarfer threatening, 
has been faid of me in my own hearing. 

What ihall I do, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to live 
comfortably, and preferve my reputation ? My 
fortune, which is no more than two thoufand 
pounds, is hardly fufficient to maintain me even 
in the country j and I fee nothing but ruin be- 
fore me, if I continue where I am. I have al- 
ways coniidered the marriage ftate as a womari's 
fureft happinefs; and I verily believe I have 
every. qualification, except money, to make it 
eafy to hjm who chofe me. But unlefs I trans- 
port myfelftto the Eaft or Weft Indies for a 
1)u(band, I. have no hopes of one. I neithfr 
expeft nor defire a man of faihion ; for a cler- 
gyman I am too poor; a country fquire would 
beat me, and an honeft tradefman who knew 
my education, might imagine I fhould beat 
Him. Neither of thefe would be my choice : 
but if you know of any private gentleman, who 
has feeh enough of the world to defpife the fol- 
lies of it ; one who could fupport me decently, 
and think himfelf rewarded by love and grati- 
tude; who could fhare with me in domeftic 
pleafures, or lend me his arm for a vifit to a 
friend ; who at his leifure hours would be plea- 
ibd with my prattle, and with a look of delight 
could tell me that he was happy ;-^if you know 
H 5 of 
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of fuch a man, you may honeftly afliire him, 
that though I have lived all mv life among the 
great, I am as clean in xnj perfon, and as mo- 
deft in my inclinations, as if I had never feea 
gooJ company. You may aU? add, and ¥rkh 
equal truth, dhat, excepting a hobble in my gait, 
and a finall propenfity to talk load in public, I 
have not the lealt tiniSture of quahty about me» 
I am^ SiWLj 

Tour maft btonkU feroant^ 

M. A. 

The true fpirit of irony which fo plainly ap- 
pears in this letter, muil no doubt be fa^hly 
pleaiing to the polite part of my readers, ^ut 
as there are many dull people in the world, who 
have no conceptions beyond the litend mean-^ 
ing of what they read, I fliall fubjoin a few re- 
marks of my own, to prevent the aforeiaxd dull 
people from miftaking a very fine panegyric for 
an infolent libel againft the cmfteft and oooft va* 
kiablc part of mankind. 

This young lady fecras to have formed her 
plan upon the inimitable do£l;or Swift,. vAo of 
all men that wrote, underftood irony the beft ; 
and who had the happieft art of conveying com- 
pliment under the difguife o£ abufe. Her whole 
eplftle is irony \ which (as my fagaciouff friend 
Mr, Nathan Bayley, in his etymological dic- 
tionary, defines it) is a figure in. rhetoric, ■ by 
which we fpeak contrary to wixat we think.. 
We are therefore to. uncierftaani by the above 
letter,' that the niceft decorum and the moft ex- 
emplary chaflity are the diflinguifiiing cfaarac- 
tei-iilics of oujf young men. of fa&wn* Xiiat. 

thef 



N^ 82. THE W O R L D. 175 

thev live in a conftant prafticc of all the virtue* ; 
and are the fhining exam pies of temperance, 
modefty, and true politenefs. By the senti- 
ments v^hich are given by the ladies over a 
glafs of wine, my correfpondent very genteel y 
hints, that yoimg women of condition are the 
onlv perfohs in the world who can be .merry 
ana wife: that the bottle,, which is too apt tq 
intoxicate the vulgar, can infpire thefe ladies 
with the mod refined ideas of men and. thing3 ; 
Which ideas are poured forth in sentiment.s^ 
that Plato, Socrates, and all thefages of antiquity 
never thougKt of. 

* I SHALi. only add, that the notions which 
mean and ignorant women commonly conceive 
ef matrimony, are finely ridiculed in this lettpr. 
The writer very humouroufly fuppofes, that the 
domeflic endearments of private life are more 
eligible than the feparate beds and feparate plea- 
fures of people of condition ; and with an arch- 
nefs pectiliar to herfelf, prefers the hu(band who 
can be the companion . of. his wife, to the man 
of rank, who is the companion of all other 
women. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adatvi. 

. .Sift, . 

IT is a received opinion among the politicians, 
that the fpirit of liberty can never be too ac- 
tive under a coinftitviition like oufs> - But thought 
H & . ..^o 
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no lover of his country would defire to weakeit* 
this principle, which has more than once pre- 
ferved the nation, yet he may lament the un- 
fortunate application of it, when preverted to 
countenance party violence^ and oppofition to 
the mod innocent meafures of the legiilature. 
I'he clamour againft the alteration of the ftyle 
feemed to be one of thefe inftance$. The alarm 
was given, and the moft fatal confequences to 
our religion and government were immediately 
apprehended from it. This opinion gathered 
ftrength in its courfe^ and received a tindure 
from the remains of fuperftition ftill prevailing^ 
la the counties moft remote from town. I know 
fcveral worthy gentlemen in the weft, who* 
lived many months under the daily, apprehenfion^ 
of fome dreadful vifitation from peftilence or 
famine. The vulgar were almoft every where- 
perfuadcd that nature gave evident tokens of her* 
difapproving thefe innovation*. I do. not indeed' 
recolle^l that any blazing ftars were fcen to ap-- 
pcar upon this occafioh, or that armies were ob-- 
ferved to be encountring in. the fkies : people- 
probably concluding that the great men who pre- 
tended to controul the fun in his courfe, would 
aflume equal authority over the inferior conftel— 
lations, and not fuft'er any atrial militia to af- 
femblc themfelves in oppofition ta mmifterial 
proceedings. 

The objeftion to this regulation, as favour- 
ing a cuftom eftabliftied among papifts, was not 
heard indeed with the fame regard as formerly, 
when it aftually prevented the legiflature from 
pacing a bill o.f the fame nature ; yet many a 
prcfident of a corporation club very eloquently. 

harangued 
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harangued' upon it, as introdu£lory to the doc^ 
trine of tranfubftantiation, making.no doubt that 
fire».would be kindled again at Smithiicld before 
the conclufion of the year. This popular cla* 
mour has -at laft happily fubilded^ and fhared 
the general fate of thofe opinions which derive 
their fupport from imagination. 

In die prefent happy difpofition of the nation, 
the author of the following verfes may venture 
to introduce the complaints* of an ideal pcr- 
fonage, without feeming to ftrengthen the fac- 
tion of real parties, without forfeiting his repu^ 
tation as* a good citizen, or bringing a fcandal 
on the political charafter of Mrs Fit»-Adam, by 
noaking him the publifher of' a libel >againit the 
ftate. This ideal perfonage is no other than the 
Old May-Day, the only apparent, fuffcrcr. 
from the prefent regulation. Her fituation is 
indeed a little mortitying^, as every elderly lad 3^ 
will j'eadilv allow ; fince the train of her admi- 
rers is witndrawn from her at once, .and their 
adoration transferred to a rival, younger tham. 
herfelf 1^ at Jeaft eleven, days. 
I.am,.SiR, . 

litir moft humble firvant^ 

£• L* 

The tears of old MAY-DAY.. 

Led by t hi jocund train of vemah hours 

. Andvimal airs^ up role the gentle May.; 
Blujhingjhe rofe^ and hiujhing rofe the flowers 
That ff rung fpontaneous in her genial ray. . 

Her 
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Hn' loch with Heaven's amh^ofial de%iin weri 
bright^ 

And anCroui Zephyrs fluttered on her hreetfi:: 
With ev'ry Jhifting gleam of nwming light 

The eelours Jbifted of ier rainhmf v^^ 

Imperial enftgns graced her fmling ferm^ • 
A golden kejy and goleun wemi Jhe hort ;* 

TJ/i charms to peace each fuUen eafttmftorm^ 
And that unlocks thefiimmor's copioui Jiore*- 

Onward in confcitnts majefty fin camej 

The grateful honours of mankind to iajk r 

To gather faireji wreaths of future fame ^ 

And blend frejh trisempha with her glories faff^ 

Venn hope I No more in choral bands unite 
Her virgin vot'riesy and at early downy 

Sacred to May and Lovs'x myjierious rite, 

Bru/b the light dtw-dtaps * from the fpangleA 
lawn. 

To her no more AuGurr a'i f wealthy pride 

Pours the full tribstte from PotosiV ot/Vj 

Nor frejh-blown garlands village maids provide^ 
A purer offering at her ruJHc Jhrine. 

No more the MAYP6lB*i vefdunt height Oroimd 
To valour's ^ames th' ambitious youth advance ;. 

No merry beHs and tabor f fprightlior fnend 

Pf^aie the Uud iorolj and the fportive dance.. 

* AUuding to tbe liountry cuftofti «f galherin£ May 
dew. f The plate gartands of Lot^don. 

Suddm- 
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iddm in ftnfive fadnefi driop'd her head^ 

Faint on her cheeks the blujhing crimfin iy^d-^^ 

'0/ ch(^e vi^oriQus triumph Sy whither fled f 
'' My maiden honours^ whither g^ni?" Jht 
cry'd^ 

h ! once to fame and bright dominion born^ 
The earth and fmiUng ocean faw me rijij, 

1th time coeval and the Jiaf of mom^ 

neftr/^ tbefaireji daughter ofthcjkies.. 

W, when at Heaven's- prolific mandate fprung] 
The radiant beam of new-created day^ 

dejlial harps ^ to airs of triumph firungj 

HaiPd the glad dawn^ and dngels caWd me 
Mav. ^ 

»ACE in her empty regions heard the founds 

And hills y and dales ^ and rocks y andvallies rung;, 

he fun exulted in his glorious rounds 

Andjhouting planets in their courfes fung^. 

irever then I led the conjiant year ; 

Saw Youth, and Joy, and LoveV en^^ 
chanting wiles ; 
\w the mild Graces in my train appear ^ 

And infant Beauty brighten in my Jmiles.. 

i Winter frofWfCdn In fweet embrace allfd^ 
Three ftfter Seasows danced tV eternal green ^ 

nd Spring'^ retiring foftnefs gently vy*d 

With Autumn'j blujhy and Svmmer'j 



loft^ mien. 

Tea 
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ToofpoTiy when man prophar^d the blejfmgs giv^n^ 
jt?idVESCEASCEarm*d to biat a guilty agty, 

fflth bright Astrea to my native heaven 

I fied^^and flying faw the Delvge rage: 

Saw hurfting clouds eelipfe the noontide-beams^ 

TPiile'/ounding billows from the mountains rolFdj 

TVith bitter waves polluting all myjhreams^ 

My neSlar^d Jir earns y that flowed on fands of 
gold. 

Then vanifl)dmany a fea-girt ifleand gr.ove^ 
Their for ejis floating on the wat* ry- plain : 

Thcn^fam d for arts and laws derived from Jov'e^ 
My Atalantis * funk beneath the main. 

No longer bloomed primaval'EDE^^s bowWs^ . 

Nor guardian dragons watcVd tV Hespe- 
rian ^^^,v 
With all their fountains J fragrant fruits andfUwWs 

Torn from the continent to glut the deep. 

No more. to dwell in fylvan fcenes I deigrCd^ . 
Yet off defending to the languid earthy 

With quick* ning powWs the fainting mafs fuJlain^dy^- 
Arid wah! d her flumb^ring atoms into birth. 

And ev'ry echo taught my raptured name^ 

And ev\ry virgin breath' d her am'rous vows^ 

• See Plato. - 

And 
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And precious wreaths of rich immortal fame, 

SbowYd by the Muses, crowrCd my lofty 
brews. 

But chief in Europe and in Europe'x pride. 

My AtBiofi* s favoured realms, I rofe ador*d^\ 

And poured my wealth, to other climes deny*d. 
From AmaltheaV horn with plenty Jlor^d^ 

Ah me ! for now a younger rival claims 

My raviJVd honours, and to her belong 

My choral dances, and victorious games. 

To her my garlands and triumphal fong^ 

O fay what yet untafled beauties flow. 

What purer joys await her gentler reign ?. 

Do lilies fairer, vi* lets Jweeter blow f 

Ana warbles Philomel a^fofier Jhrain T 

Do morning funs in ruddier ghry rife f 

Does evening fan tier with ferener gales ^ 

Do clouds dropfatnefs from the wealthier Jkies,. 
Or wantons plenty in her happier vales ? 

jth! no : the blunted beams- of downing light 
Skirt the pale orient with uncertain day ; 

And Cynthia, riding on the car of night. 

Through clouds embattled faintly wings her way^ 

Pale, immature, the blighted' verdure firings'. 

Nor mounting juices feed the fwelltng fow^r ; 

Mute all the groves, nor Philomela Jings 

When Silence UJIcjis at the midnight hour. 

Nir 
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Nor wonder J man^ that nature's ba/hftdface^ 

And opening charms her rude embaces fear : 

Is Jhe not fprung from April'j wayixuird race^ 
TJjeJickly daughter of th* unrtpen^ d year ? 

lyith Jhow'rs andjunjhine in her fickle ejes^ 

With hollow fniles proclaiming treach rouspeau^ 

With hlujhes^ hwlfring in their thin dijguife^ 

"the hlafis thai riot on the Spring;? increafe ? 

Is this the fair invejkd with mv Jpoil 

£yEuROPEV lawSf and Sufi AT tt'Jlern cef/^ 
mand^ 
Ungenerous Europe I let me fly thy foiU 

And waft mg treafwrts t^ a grateful land. 

Jgain revive m A^ aV dnopi^ Jhcr4. 

My DATHVEii grlvesi w Ltcja^ vncient 
plain ; 
Again ta At KiQ/ifidtrg funds refton^ 

Emhow^rini ^eulei^ and JLybiak AumonV 
.: . yi^: .; .: /.. 

Or hajieto northern Zembla'^ favage coaJi<^[ 
There hujh to fdence elemental firife j 

Brood o'er the regions of eternal froji^ 

Andfwell her barren womb with heat and lif$^ 

Then Brit AiN— ifo-<? fhe ceas'd. Indignant griefs 
^ And parting pangs her faulf ring tongue fupprejt : 
Veifd in an amber cloudy jhe fought rdi^^ 

And tears j^ andfilent anguijb told the refi^ 

NUMBw 
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Numb. 83. Thursday, Jt^^ i, 1754- 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SiR> 

WHEN the fludies of learned and phi- 
lofophical men are employed in lex^ 
tending the commerce and improving the manu- 
failures of their country, they cannot be held 
in too high, a degree of eflimation by a trading, 
people. 

The perfe^^ion at whiich our home manufac-^ 
tures are arrived, we impute in a great meafure 
to the ingenuity of our ordinary handicrafts, ta 
the indultrv of our merchants, and to the ho* 
nefly and mtegrity of our trading companies*. 
But in ray humblY^ epiniony i£ our natural phi- 
lofophers had not kindly itept in to the ai&ftanC:e 
of the faid handicrafts and others, our manu-^ 
failures would fcarcely have been carried to fo 
great a degree of excellence above thofe of the 
ancient,, as well as of the modern world. For 
by as. much as we are before all other countries 
m the knowledge of natural philofophy, by juft 
fo much are all other countries behind Us in the 
goodrtefs of their manufactures . 

It is by the head of the philofopher that th& 
hand of the mechanic is put in motion : and 
though the ancients and a few nations of the 
moderns may have produced fome good hands,, 
yet, their having made fo mean a figure in trade,, 

mult 
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nmft be owing to their want of philofophical 
heads. 

The manufaftures of glafs-porcelain and ce- 
phalic fnuff were abfolutely unknown to the 
ancients ; and they had very little knowledge in 
the making thunder and lightening^ which our 
own countrymen, from the fagaciry of our phi- . 
lofophers, and the help of ele<^h"ical experiments, 
are now able to make in very confiderable quan* 
tities, to this great honour and emolument of 
thefe kingdoms. 

I AM not afraid of afferting, that from this 
manufiafture alone (provided it were under pro- 
per regulations, and honoured with a parliamen- 
tary encouragement) we might have it in our 
power to be the moft potent, the moft wealthy, 
and the happielt people in the whole univeric; 
It would enable us to pay off our national debt 
in fix months" : it would fecure us from our ene- 
mies without the expence either of fleet or ar- 
my : or we might conquer France, whenever 
die common people of England (bould order it 
to be done, without the affiftance of allies, or 
paying one penny to the land-tax, Thefe, Mr, 
Firz-Adam, I think, are confiderations whicb 
deferve the attention of tlie public 5 at leaft, they 
are connderations which have induced Me to be* 
very particular in my thoughts upon this- valuable 
commodity. 

When electrical experiments were firft ex- 
hibited to the curious, 1 did not hear that the 
profcflbrs propofed any advantages to mankind^ 
except that with the help of their curious en- 
gine, . they could give a patient a pretty fmart* 

blow? 
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blow on the elbow, without the ufe of any 
other weapon. It is true that a fmall crab-fticlc 
might have performed the operation ; but then 
it would have been effeAed by a method common 
and vulgar. We were informed, indeed, that the 
electrical engine had been made ufe of in the cure 
of feveral diftempers ; but I do not recoUeft to have 
heard tlut they had any great fuccefs in that way, 
except that fome very few mean people were made 
blind, that three or four necks were diflocated, and 
that a child of five years old was frightened into 
fits. But thefe cafes not being fufficiently atteft- 
ed, and the fame fort of cures having been toler- 
ably well performed by many regular bred furgeons 
ana apothecaries in this town, I was glad to learn 
that our philofophers had confined all their ex- 
periments to the manufafture above-mentioned ; 
the procefs of which is fo clear and eafy (all the 
ingredients being to be found in our own coun- 
try, and none of them liable to any duty) that 
I make no doubt of our being aole to bring 
ihunder and lightening to market at a much 
cheaper price than common gunpowder. 

I AM informed by a friend, who for thefe 
laft five years has applied himfelf wholly to 
eleftrical experiments, that the moft efFeaual 
and eafy method of making this commodity is 
by grinding a certain quantity of air between a 
giafs ball and a bag of fand ; and when you have 
ground it into fire, your lightening is made ; 
and then you may either bottle it up, or put it 
into cafks, properly feafoned for that purpofe, 
and fend it to market. My friend very honeftly 
confefles, that what he has hitherto made is not 
of a fufficient degree of ilrength to anfwer all 
6 the 
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the purpofes of natural lightening ; but he af- 
fures me that he (hall very ibon be able to efied 
it, and that he -has already brought it to a very 
furprizing degree of .pcrfeftion ; infomuch that 
in the prefence of feveral of his neighbours, he 
has produced a cUp of thunder which blew out 
41 candle^ accompanied with a flafh of lightening 
which made an impreffion on a pat of butter as 
it flood upon the table. He alfo aflures me that 
in warm weather he can fhake all the pewter 
upon his fhelf, and that he expefts when his 
thermometer is at fixty-two degrees and a half, 
he (hall be able to four all the fmalKbeer in 
his cellar, and break his largeft pier-glafe. If 
he accomplifhes the two laft, he flatters himfelf 
that it will be ftrong enough to kill a young 
child ; but he is obliged to defer that experiment 
till his lady is brought to bed, 

If thefe fa6ts are true, which I do not in l;hc 
leaft doubt, we jnay foon fee this manufacture 
in a very flourifhing condition. For if from a 
glafs ball of one foot and a half diameter, which 
is the fize of my friend's, we can produce a fuf- 
"ficient quantity of lightening to deftroy a child, 
it follows that a ball of four times that diame- 
ter will kill a man In perfect health and vigour i 
which muft be a great advantage to the public, 
and fave a confiderable fum of money which 
is yearly given to apothecaries and doctors* 
And if the wheel, thus increafed in it diameter, 
increafes the power; by increafing it ftill for- 
iher you will make lightening enough to fplit a 
church fteeple. 

As for example. Suppofe A, fig, the ijft. to 
be a glafs ball 4672 feet diameter, turned upon 

the 
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(;he fpindle B, being 10 length 5792 fcQt^ by the 
handle C, againft the fand bag a a a a, which 
fiippofe to be fixed to the fide of Richmond hill. 
The quantity of air ground in an hour will be 
equaj to XX, which wi'B produce of pure light- 
ening, ^5694,753 tons ; the force of which oe- 
ing applied to St. Bride's ifteepfe, will make the 
crack GH, in fig. the 2d. If this fhould not 
be intelKgible to thofe who are unacquainted 
with the mathematics, I will at any time at a 
day's notice attend and explain it to them. 

I CAN think of but one objeftion to the ereft- 
ing the machine aboje dcfcribed, which is the 
greatnefs of the expcnce, as being too heavy 
for any private perfon. But it is to be hoped 
that fome public company ^ill undertake it^ or 
that our governors will favour it with their con- 
fideration, and order it to be erefted at the pub- 
lic expence. I, wbo have only the good of my 
country before me, will moft readily agree to in- 
tpeA the workmen, and fee that the money fhall 
be laid out with the ftriftefl: ceconomy, without 
d'efiring a (hilling for my trouble. 

But lefl: fome malicious perfons fliould fug- 
geft that I am writing merely to recommend a 
job to myfelf, I folemnly declare, that a full 
week before I had any thoughts of addrcffing 
the public by means of your paper, I applied 
ihyfelf to a club of Anti-Gallic anS, of 
which I have the honour to be an unworthy 
member, and propofed in a fpeech that our 
laudable fociety fhould take this infant manu- 
fafture into . their guardianfhip and protection. 
And as we have lately difcovered that nothing 
cxcites^ mankind to good and virtuous a£lions, 

fo 
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fo much as honourable pecuniary gratuities, it 
was unanimoufly agreed that the fociety fhould 
order premiums to be given out of their public 
ftock, for the encouragement of thofe who 
fhould make experiments for the improvement 
of this manufadlure ; and the following adver- 
tifement was ordered to be publiihed. 

Cat and Fiddle Lodge, July aift, 1754. 

Frefent the Vice-Grand. 

Ordered, that for the encouragement of the 
making thunder and lightening, thefoU 
lowing premiums he given by this fociety y to he paid 
by their fecretary within twelve months after the 
fame Jhall he refpe^ively adjudged to the feveral 
claimants. 

To any per f on or ^perfons who Jhall on or before 
Chrijlmas day nexty by a clap of electrical 
thunder, accompanied by a fufficient quantity of 
lightening, heat down and deflroy the dome 
of St. PauFs cathcdraly 205. 

To ditto for dittOy the Monument on Fifij-Jlrcet 
hilly 15 J. 

Covcnt'Garden churchy ys, 6d. 

Wejlminfler Hall in Term-timey 5 s, 

Weflminjier Bridge y 25, bd. 

For the firfl man under forty y and the firfi 
woman with chitdy killed by the faid THUNDER 
and LIGHTENING; and for the frjl hay-rick of 
thirty load and upwards, burnt and confumed^ i j. 
each. 

When, fromtlie above encouragement, thcfe 
uicful works (hall t»c performed, we may con- 
clude 
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:lude the manufadure brought to perfeftion: 
ind then there will remain a few queries mofl: 
[Mimbly to be fubmitted to the wifdom of the 
[egiflature. . 

I. Whether when we have got a ftock in 
[land, more than fuiEcient for our own con- 
fumption, we fbould fufFer any to be exported ? 

II. What market will it be likely to meet 
with abroad ? 

And III. Whether it will be moft prudent to 
truft this commodity in private hands, or in the 
hands of the minitfry, the city of London, or 
the crown ? 

In regard to the firft of thefe queries, I am 
of opinion, that we may fafely venture to export 
whatever is more than fufficient for our home 
confutiiption, provided it be fhipped on board 
our veffels, and infured by the French. 

As to query the fecona, it is not to be doubt- 
ed that the commodity will meet with a good 
foreign market. I have converfed with feveral 
merchants upon the fubje<9:, and know of- two 
who have already received orders from their cor- 
refpondents at Jamaica to fend twenty tons to 
Barbadoes, to make a hurricane in that ifland ; 
and there are orders from Barbadoes to fend 
more than double the quantity to Jamaica. I 
am alfo affured that a certain Spaniih governor, 
who is to pafs his accounts next fpring, has of- 
fered ten thoufand pounds for a Tornado, pro- 
vided it can be fent over before Chriftmas. 

The laft of thefe queries is, I own, the moft 

difficult to be anfwered : I (hall therefore fubmit 

it to the public, with only obferving, that as 

a good patriot I am againfl: giving it into the 

Vol. IL I hands 
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hands of the cro*..rn, from an opinion that his 
prefent Majefty will forbid the ufe of it in his 
own dominions, and cxunmand the whole of it 
to be fent abroad amongft our moft inveterate 
enemies. :^ 

lam^ Sir, 

T&ur moji bumhhfervanty 
M. D. 

♦>C>CC<>C<X>0CX?XXX>O0<><>0<^ 

Numb. 84. Thursday, Augufi 8, 1754. 

I AM indebted to a correfppndent for the 
following allegory. The manner in which 
it is written, and the moral it contains, will be 
a better recommendation of it than any compli- 
ment of mine. I {hall therefore lay it before my 
readers without farther preface. 
. Prcsperity and Adversity, the daugh- 
ters of Providence, were fent to the houfe 
,of aich Phcenician merchant, named Vela s- 
co, whofe refidence was at Tyre^ the capital 
city of that kingdom. 

Prosperity, the el deft, was beautiful as 
the morning, and chearful as the fpring ; but 
Adversity was forrowful and ill-favoured. 

Velasco had two fons, Felix and Ura- 
Nio. They were both bred to commerce, 
though liberally educated, and had lived toge- 
ther from their infancy in the ftri<5teft harmony 
and friendfhip. But 'love, before whom all the 
affeftions of the foul are as the traces of a fliip 
upon the ocean, which remain only for a mo- 
ment, threatened in an evil hour to fet them at 

vari- 
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variance ; for both were become enamoured with 
the beauties of Prosperity. The nymph, 
like one of the daughters of men, gave encou- 
ragement to each by turns ; but to avoid a par- 
ticular declaration, flie avowxjd a refolution . ne- 
ver to marry, imlefs her fifter, from whom flie 
faid it was impoflible for her to be long fepara-* 
Ced^ was married at the fame time. 

vEiASCo, who was no ftrangcr to the paflion« 
of his fons^ and who dreaded every thing from 
their violence, to prevent confequences^ obliged 
them by his authority to decide their prctenfions 
by lots ; each previoufly engaging in a folemft 
oath to marry die nymph that mould fall to his 
Ihare. The lots were accordingly drawn ; and 
Prosperity became the wife of Felix, and 
Adversity of URANiOi 

Soon after the celebration of thefe nuptials 
Velasco died, having bequeathed to his eldeft 
•fon Felix the houfe wherein he dwelt, toge- 
ther with the greateft part of his large fortune 
and effefts. 

The hufband of ProspeJiity was fo tranf- 
ported with the gay difpofition and enchanting 
beauties of his. bride, that he cloathed her i*i 
gold and filver, and adorned her with Jewels of 
ineflimable value. He built a p:^lace for her in 
the woods ; he turned rivers into his gardens, 
<uid beautified their banks with temples and pa- 
vilions. He entertained at his table the nobles 
of the land, delighting their ears with mufic, 
and their eves with magnificence. But his kin- 
dred he beneld as ftrangers, and the companions 
of his youth paflcd by unregarded. His brother 
alfo became hateful in his fight, and in procefs 
1 % of 
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of time he commanded the doors of his houfe to 
be (hut againft him. 

But as the ftream flows from its channel 
and lofes itfelf among the vallies, unlefs con- 
fined by banks i fo alfo will the current of for- 
tune be diflipated, unlefs bounded by cecono- 
my. In a few years the eftate of Felix was 
wafted by extravagance, his merchandize failed 
him by negleft, and his efFefts were feized by 
the mercilefs hands of creditors. He applied 
himfelf for fupport to the nobles and great men 
whom he had feafted and made prefents to, but 
his voice was as the voice of a ftranger, and 
they remembered not his face. The friends 
whom he had neglefted derided him in their 
turn, his wife alfo infulted him, and turned her 
back upon him and fled. Yet was his heart 
fo bewitched with her forcerics, that he purfued 
her with entreaties, till by her hafte to abandon 
him, her maflc fell off, and difcovered to him a 
face as withered and deformed, as before it had 
appeared youthful and engaging. 

What became of him afterwards tradition 
does not relate with certainty. It is believed 
that he fled into Egypt, and lived precarioufly 
on the fcanty benevolence of a few friends, 
who had not totally deferted him, and that he 
died in a fliort time, wretched and an exile. 

Let us now return to Uranio, who, as 
we have already obferved, had been driven out 
of doors by his brother Felix. Adversity, 
though hateful to his heart, and a fpeftre to his 
eyes, was the conftant attendant upon his fteps : 
and to aggravate his forrow, he received certain 
intelligence that his richeft veflTd was taken by 
5 a Sar- 
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a Sardinian pirate ; that another was loft upon 
the Lybian Syrtes, and, to compleat all, that 
the banker with whom the greateft part of his 
ready money was entrufted, had deferted his 
creditors and retired into Sicily, Collefting 
therefore the fmall remains of his fortune, he 
bid adieu to Tyre, and, led by Adversity 
through unfrequented roads and forefts over- 
grown with thickets, he came at laft to a fmall 
village at the foot of a mountain. Here they 
took up their abode for fome time ; and Adver- 
sity, in return for all the anxiety he had fuf- 
fered, foftening the feverity of her looks, admi- 
niftered to him the moil faithful counfel, wean- 
ing his heart from the immoderate love of earthly 
things, and teaching him to revere the Godt>, 
and to place his whole truft and happihefs in 
their government and proteftion. She huma- 
nized his foul, made him modeft and humble, 
taught him to companionate the diftreffes of his 
fellow-creaturesy and inclined him to relieve 
them. 

" I AM fent, faid (he, by the Gods to thofe 
•* alone whom they love : lor I not only train 
•' them up by my feverc difcipline to future 
** glory, but alfo prepare them to receive with 
'^ a greater reKfh all fuch moderate enjoyments 
'^ as are not inconfiftent with this probationary 
*^ ftate. As the fpider, when affailed, feeks 
" fhelter in its inmoft web, fo the mind which 
'* I aiflift, contracts its wandering thoughts, 
*' and flies for happinefs to itfelf. It was I 
** who raifed the charafters of Cato, Socrates 
** and Timolepn to fo divine a height, and fet 
" them up as guides and examples to every fu- 
I 3 '* ture 
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•* ture age. Pros?erjty> my frailiag, but 
•* treacherous fitter, too frequently delivery 
** thpfe whom (he h^s feduced, to be fcourged 
♦' by her cruel followers. Anguish aiid De* 
*' SPAIR : while Adversity nei^er fails tq 
*^ lead thofe who will be inftyufted by her, to 
*^> the blifsful habitatiox^s of Tranquillity 
**' and Cqntent," 

U RAN to liftened to her words with great at- 
tention ; and as he lopked earneftly on her face,^ 
the deformity of it feeoaed infenfibly to decreafc. 
By gentle degrees his averfion to her abated 5 
and at laft^ hjS gave himfelf wholly up to her 
counfel and direction. She would often repeat ta 
him the wife maxim of the philofopher, '' That 
^* thqfe who want the ftweft things, approach 
** neareft to the Gods, who want notWng." 
She admonifhed him to turn his eyes to the ma- 
ny thoufands beneath bim^ in^flead of gazing on 
the few who live in pomp and fplendor j and ia 
hi& addreffes to the Gods, inftead of aflcing for 
riches and popularity, to pray for a virtuous 
mind, a quiet ftate, an. unbl^meabie life, and a, 
death full of good hopes. 

Finding him to be every day more and 
more compofed ai\d refigned, though neithcff 
cnan^oured of 'her face, nor deUghted with hcp 
fociety, fhe at laft addreffed him iiithe following 
manner* 

^^ As gold is purged aod refined from drofs 
<* by the fipe, fo is AcfVERSiTv fent by Pro- 
** vipf.JSQE tq try and improve the virtue of 
*^ mortals^ The end obtained, my tafk is 
*' finifhed ; and I now leave you,, to go and givo 
^* a|i ^ccout^t q( my charge,. Your brother^ 

^^ v^'hofe 
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•* whofe lot was Prosperity, and whofc 
** condition you fo much envied, after having 
*^ experienced the error of bis choice, is at lalt 
'* releafed by death from the moft wretched of 
«• lives. Happy has it been for Uranio, thtit 
** kis lot was Adversity,' whom if he remem- 
*' bers as he ought, his life will be honourabk, 
•• and his dieath tiappy," , 

As fhe pronounced thefe words, fhe vaniflied 
ftrom his fight. But though her features at that 
moment, inftead ©f infpiring their uftial h«>rror, 
feemed to display a kind of languifhing beauty, 
yet as Uranio, ija,fpite of his utmoft efforts, 
could never prevail upon himfclf to love her, 
he neither regretted her departure, nor wiflied 
for her retupji. But though he rejoiced in her 
abfence, he treafurcd up her counfels in his heart, 
and grew happy by the pra6Hcc of them. 

He ^terwards betook himfelf again to mer- 
chandize ; and having in a fliort time acquired 
a competency fufficrent for the real enjoyments 
©f, life, he retreated to a little farm, which he 
kad bmight for that purpofe, and where he de- 
termined to continue the remainder of his days.. 
Here he employed his time in planting, garden- 
ing and huftandry, in quelling all disorderly 
paffions, and in forming his mind by the Icflbns 
4*f Advbrsity. He took great delight in a 
Httle cell or hermitage in his garden, which ftood 
under a tuft of trees, encompafled with eglantine 
and honey-fuckles. Adjoinmg to it was a cold 
bath, formed by a fpring iffuing from a rock, 
and over the door was written in large characters 
the following infcription. 

I 4. 5^- 
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Beneath this mofs-groivn roof^ within this cell^ 
Truth, Liberty, Content, and Vir- 
tue dwell, 
Sayy you who dare this happy place difdain^ 
What PALACE can dijplayfo fair a train ? 

He lived to a good old age \ and died honour- 
ed and lamented. 



Numb, 85. Thursday, Auguji 15, 1754. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

1AM a young country bride of eighteen (if 
I may call myfelf a bride after having been 
married a month and two days) 5 and if my huf- 
band, who every body fays is the handfomeft. 
and beft made man in the county, does not flat- 
ter me, I am as agreeable as youth, health, 
good features, a clear fkin and an eafy fhape 
can make me. We both married for love ; and 
I may venture to fay that no couple in the 
world have been happier than we. But alas ! 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, within this week the dear 
man has appeared to be unufually thoughtful and 
low-fpirited ; and the day before yefterday he 
came booted to me at breakfafl:, and told me 
that a fudden and unexpe6bed affair had made it 
neceflTary for him to fet out that morning for his 
cftate in Berkfhire. . 

As I thought it my duty not to pry into more 

than 
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than he had a mind to tell me, I only wiflicd 
him a fafe journey and a fpeedy return, and faw 
him take horfe.. 

I AMUSED myfelf as well as I could the firft 
day cf hi^ abfence by looking into family af- 
fairs. The fecond day I was vifited by a wi- 
dow lady in the neignbourhood, who from a 
vaft flow of fpirits, and a particular freedom of 
fpeech, is thought by our fober country people 
to be a very odd kind of a lady. " My dear 
** creature ! '* faid fhe, running up to me and" 
faluting me, ** I heaid you were alone, and- 
*' thought it would be a charity to vifit the for- 
*'' faken and afflifted." " Indeed, madam," aut- 
fwered I with a figh, " I am foolifhly out of 
** fpirits." " Nay, fays (he, my dear, I am. 
** far from blaming you j the abfence of a huf- 
** band a month after marriage is as bad as his- 
** death w^uld be fome years hence." *' How,, 
♦^ madam," interrupted I, ** do you thinTc — ?"' 
** Nay, nay, no grave faces," fne replied ; *' I 
" only fpeak for myfelf. I had not been mar- 
•* ried to Major Machoney three weeks before- 
** he was ordered away with his regiment to- 
** Flanders ; and I aflure you that the news 
** of his death four months after did not fliock 
" rac half fo much as our firft parting." ** Yom 
" are not in earneft ! " cried I with aftonifli- 
ment, « Why not ?" faid fhe.. " But I fhoiilJ^ 
•* have told you, my dear, that he had loft a ley 
** and an arm the week before ; fo that I was 
** quite prepared*: and indeed it was always a^ 
** fentiment of mine, that a brave man had bet— 
" ter be dead than di fabled. But pray," conti- 
nued fhe, fmiling and looking oddly with hen 
1-5, cyjp.v 
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tycs^ " where is your hulbaod^ child ?" I toli 
bcr, bulmefs had called him into Berkfhire^ 
** Yes, yes, Ciys ffie^ we all know his buCncfs.. 
** Have you never heard of his having an uncle 
•* in that count]^ ? Dcpead upon it;^ my dear^ 
** he is gone to Ice his uncleJ' 

I WAS greatly furprized at hearing of my 
Imiband's uncle, having never received the lealt 
Iiint from him that he had any fuch relation ^ 
artd of this Mr&. Machoney would give me na* 
lather information^ than by afiliring me, that ta 
her certain knowledge he was gone to fee hi& 
Hncle.. 

A PARTICULAR friend of my hufband's 
dropt in upon us at this inftant^ w^bo^ upon my: 
enquiring after, this uncle,, and if he bad heard 
his. friend talk of making him a vifit, feemed to 
be of the widow's opinion, though he could 
not take upon him to aflert, that he had evqc. 
feen him, or fo much, as "knew in. what part of 
Bcrkfhire he livsed.. 

I BEGAN now to grow uneafy ; for as I had! 
been married in the face of the world, and a^. 
none of my own relations were ftrangers to mjt 
hufband, I thought it a little odd that any of hi^ 
fliould be fo to me^ But I was foon eafed of 
this perplexity by being thrown into a greater,. 
As 1 have cohftantly taken in your papers, it 
occurred to me all at once, that this uncle whomi. 
my hufband was gone to vifit, was no othec 
than a Welch. unck^whx) according to the fifty 7- 
fixth number of the World, is one who offi^. 
ciates in genteel families in. the capacity of a. 
Hearer. And now it went to my very hearty, 
to think tjiat I had fo tired my hulpand by my 
3 talk-- 
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talkativenefs, as to compel him to take a jour-- 
ney into Berkfhire in fearch of a Hearer. It 
M impoffiWe to tell you what pain it gave roe. 
Yet furcly fome aHowance ihould be made for 
the prattling of a bride, wlio has a thoufand' 
things to fay to a hufband, which flic durft not 
to her lover. But. whatever excufes may be 
made for me, either from my youth, my fex,^ 
my fondnefe, or my love of talkmg, it gives me 
the moft piercing concern to know that I am 
the fole caufc of his taking this journey ; and it 
is to tell him of this concern, and the amend- 
ment it has produced, that I trouble you with^ 
this letter i which if it fhould find him in his- 
retreat (for the World I am told is in almoft 
every part of England) may haften him to hia- 
home again, where be fhall find me for mr 
whole life to come the moft willing of ali 

HSARERS. 

I AsauRB you, fir, I am not myfelf wherx- 
I think on what I have done. , Good Heaven ! 
I cry twenty times an hour, that in the very fii-ft 
montii of our marriage I fhould have fent the 
dear creature upon a vifit to an uncle ! I would 
do any thing, Mr. Fitz-Adam," to prevent the 
frequency of thefc vifits : and that he may know 
more of my. mind than I can have courage to 
tell him any other way, I be? your immediate 
publication of this letter ; which as it cannot 
be an entertamment to your readers, will be a 
proof of your great good -nature, ^ and the highcft 
obligation to. 

Sir, 
Tour mofl humble fervant:^ 

am admirer^ 

S. W. 
t6/^ Mr, 
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Mr, Fitz-Adam, 

Your attempt in your fifty- feventh paper to 
refcue Parfons, Authors and Cuckolds from the^ 
contempt which the generality of mankind are 
too apt to entertain of them, was extremely 
generous and praife- worthy. It is in the triple 
capacity of Parfon, Author and Cuckold, that L 
write this letter. By the will of my parents I 
am a Parfon ; by my own wants I am an Au- 
thor ; and by tne wants of my wife I am a 
Cuckold. So that were all or either of thefe 
profefTions in reality contemptible, as I am nei- 
ther of them by choice, I ought in juftice to 
efcape the obloquy that attends them. 

In regard to my parents, (who are now at 
reft in their graves) I acquit them of any evil 
intention in making me a Parfon, Of myfelf L 
can truly fay, that my wants were fo urgent, L 
muft either nave ftarved or turned Author ; and 
as to my wife, every body who knows her will" 
acknowledge her wants to nave been equally ur- 
gent, by the pains fht has taken to get then^ 
lupplied. 

But notwithftanding all thefe circumftancea 
in my favour, and what is ftill more, the ho- 
nour you have done us by efpoudng our caufe,^ 
I do. not find that I am one jot the better treat- 
ed. As a Parfon, I am preaching every Sunday 
to an audience faft afleep : as an Author, the 
fquire of the parifh, and all thofe that hunt with 
him, are removing their handkerchiefs from the 
pocket that is next me as often as I fit down at 
table with them : and as a Cudcold, the very 
children in die ftreets are taught to bold up their 

fingers^ 
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fingers to their foreheads, and butt at me as I 
paft by them. 

No longer ago than yefterday, I overheard 
my daughter Jenny, a girl of fix years old, en- 
quiring of her mother what made papa be fuch 
a Cuckold ; for that Mifis Maddox, and Mifs 
Tomlinfon, and all the mifles at fchool, faid,. 
that to be fure he muft be a fad man to be fuch 
a Cuckold. And two days ago my little boy,, 
who is but a year older than his fifter, ran cry- 
ing into the Icitchen as I was chiding him for 
not faying his catechifm, and told the maid that 
papa nad tofTed him with his horns. A neigh- 
bour's daughter indeed, who is juft entering im- 
to her teens, tells me that fhe fliould like a 
Cuckold for a hufband of all things,, for that I 
am fo pure and good-humoured, nothing can be 
like it. To fay the truth, I have hardly a friend 
in the world, out of my own family, except this 
girl and an officer of the blues, whofe quarters 
are within a few doors of us, and who often" 
talks to my wife about a living which is in his 
father's gift, and which upon the death of 
the prefent incumbent he aflures her fhall be 
mine. I know of no obligations that this gen- 
tleman is under to me, except that he has been 
remarkably lucky in horfe-flelh fince his coming 
into thefe parts ; and which it is faid he afcribes 
folely to his acquaintance in my family. But 
thougb I may now and then have given hinv 
my opinion, his fuccefs that way has been more 
owing to his own fkill, than to any judgment- 
of mine. 

But I am running my letter into lengthy, 
when I only intended to tell you, that your 

paper 
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piper upon the three: orders to which. I b^oogv' 

diough well intended, has failed of its tSkA • . 
and to afitire you; that in confsdeiation of the in^ 
tcntion,^ as a Parfen, I fliall pray for yo» ; as: 
an Author I fhall ptuife you ; and as a Cuckold 
lihall be proud of an opportunity of makings 
. jQU acquainted witk my wife. ^ 

I am. Sir, 

Your obliged and' 
tnoft humble Jervanty 

T. K. 



Numb. 86- Thur^sday, Juguji 22y vjSA^ 

Turn vtolartay et 
M^rtuSy et omnis copia narUm^. 
Spargent oliiietis adarenty 

FertiBbus donuna. priarL. Hor;^ 

Mr. Fitz-Adam,. 

WHEN I confidfei: how remarkably the 
feveral periods, in the rife and declen- 
fion of antient ftates,. have been charafterized: 
by the varying manners of their people^ I am apt: 
to believe, that an inquiry into the importance 
of our prefenttaile for flowers^ would be no very, 
idle and uninterefting fpeculation. But as f 
would not willingly foreftal any abler pen, oaf 
a fubje£l that deferves to be confidered by every 
patriot philofopher of. the a^, I fliall endeavour- 
to confine my prefent animadverlions upon it. 
within the narrow compafs of my own private* 
<ttpeueace^, axul. content myfelf with giving a.^ 

fhort. 
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fliort account of the motives which induced me. 
to commence a florlfl: at ficft, and of the advan-*- 
tages which I have imce derived fcom the offices- 
of my profcffion. 

It is obfeivahle,. that the laws, of decenc]|F 
and politenefs are^ for the moft part, nothing, 
hut mere local inftitutions^ very much Uovitcd 
in their authority,, and very arbitrary and flu&o- 
ating in their nature ; and that no one who of«^ 
fers uimfelf a candidate for fame in matters o£ 
Uifle and fafhioh,. can fucceed in his pretcnfions 
at firft, without accommodating, them to the 
approbation of popular prej[udice,, or hold his 
reputation, after he has once procured it, oiv 
any fafer tenure than the uncertain voice of the 
multitude. Now, I mud own, I imagined (and 
perhaps many have been as much deceived in. 
this point as myCelf) that the vegetable' virtuofo's 
credit was more particularly fubj^eft to this pre- 
carious dependence, and that the chief fecurity. 
of its fupport,. coniifled only in the accidental, 
concurrence of numbers in an unaccountable, 
and trifling purfuit. And it is very probable 
that I fhbuld never have been convinced of the 
contrary, had I not been fortunately induced to 
gurchaie a fmall colleflion of flowers, in ordet 
to efcape the odious imputation of a, ta{lele& 
jBnguIarity. But, as many a commendable ac- 
tion has been undertaken at firft on no better, 
principle than the fear of. fhame, which has 
afterwards been profecuted on a more generous, 
motive ; fo was I brought at length to improve 
that colleftion in confequence of my own- 
thorough convidion of its great importance,. 

which. 
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which was originally procured in compliance^ 
only with the fancies of other people. 

Being rather of a contemplative turn, and' 
not very apt to whiftle away any of my vacant 
time, 1 was not long in difcovering that the cul- 
tivation of flowers had in it a much finer mixture 
of the utile dulci than any other employment- 
whatever. But before I attempt to Ihfew in 
what particular refpedls it is moftly fuited to in- 
ftruft and delight, I would willingly remove two 
yerv common objecSlions, notwithftanding, as their 
abuirdity is almoft as evident as any thing belong- 
ing to them, they may be thought hardly worthy 
of my notice. Suppofing then, that fuchan incon- 
fiderate and fuperficral obfcrver of things may pof- 
fibly be met with^ as fhall reckon it any difpa- 
ragement to the intrinfic value of a flower, that 
it is expofed to a great variety of accidents from 
the inclemency of the weather, and perpetually 
fubje6t to the irregular dominion of the folar 
influence ; it will be fuflicient to convince him of 
his miftake, if he is not quite incapable of being 
convinced at all j only juft to remind him of the 
uncertain condition of his own.profperity, and" 
admoniih him to refleft how little fecure he is 
of being- always prefbrved from the oppreflive 
ftornis, or of enjoying the conflrant funfliine of" 
fortune. And if that other objeftion, drawn- 
from the fuppofed vanity of regarding any thing 
of fuch a (hort duration as the bloom of a flower^, 
be admitted as conclufive, it muft unavoidabljr 
prove a great deal too much ; fince it will not on- 
ly hold with equal force againfl: every temporal' 
enjoyment, and all worldly fat isfadlions what- 
ever ; but (which I muft confefs is a very. 

fliocking 
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(hocking cohfideration to me) will utterly anni- 
hilate all thofe engaging qualities of the fair fex, 
which ^re moft eflentially neceflary to recom- 
mend them to our love and admiration. Let me 
add moreover, that if there be that real fimili- 
tude, which the frequency of the allufion feems 
to make unqueftipnable, between human life 
and a flower i it follows, that no man can pretend 
to a right of defpifing the one, that would be 
thought to place any value on the other. 

Nothing ought to be reckoned good any 
farther than as it contributes to our happinefs. 
The value we put upon any poflTellion or en- 
joyment, is the only ftandard that can be pro- 
perly applied to determine its real worth. What- 
ever therefore is beft fitted to adminifter delight 
to any particular pef fon, ought certainly to be re* 
garded, by Him at leaft, as the chief ingrediciit 
of that fummum bonum^ which, though it be the 
common end of all our endeavours, has how- 
ever been purfued by as many different means a& 
there have been different men. But fuppofmg that 
no allowances were to be made in favour of imgu- 
lar propehfities ; yet he that can enlarge the fphere 
of his enjoyments, by contrafting the txtent of 
his pofTeffions, ought, in all reafonable conflruc- 
tion, to be deemed a much happier man, than he 
who, under a foolifh perfuafion that he is fecur- 
ing to himfelf an inexhauflible fund of delight^ 
fhall take inceifant pains to augment thofe riches, 
and extend thofe territories, which, after all, wilt 
as much difqualify him for enjoyment, as an un- 
wieldy corpulency of perfon would incapacitate 
him for expedition. And one might eafily pro- 
duce many inftances of men^ who by a prudent. 

convejc- 
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coiiverfioo of fiich inciimlNranccs into flowers^ 
bavc receiTcd more £ttisfac^an from the pro- 
^ce of a fmall parterre, than from the income 
of a large eflate; and found themfelves as com- 
plcstdj happy as a CorjciuEs ^^r they had once 
icduced their concerns to the eafy management of 
a fingle acre. 

Folly may fuggeft what it pleafes ; but that 
alone ought to be efteemed a trifle, which is of 
no confequence ; whereas there is nothing in 
nature unwordiy of a wife man's regard, becaufe 
the moft inferior of all her productions, may, in 
feme Hght or another, be made inftrumental to 
his improvement. ^ 

Wbrb we to reficft, in a proper manner, on 
Ae correlative importance of fuch objeAs, as 
may be thought ufelefr and infignificant, when 
confidered only wiA regard tm^ themfelves; we 
frouM difcover a mediate ff>rt of union between 
the wideA links of that indefinite chain whichp 
kolds together the conHituentfe of the univerfe : 
we fhoukt perceive that dl thofe things, whichi 
arc moft dii&mikr in every other refped, da^ 
lk)wever agree in that common deflination, ^^erc- 
by they b^ome fo many equally important parts. 
of one ftupeiKtous whole r adiul we i^ould fii^d as 
fit a place for the drlcovcry of truth in every 
fk>wer-garden, as in the celebrated groves of 
Cadinu9. 

It has been from this fehool that I hatre pro-^ 
cured the beft part of my phWofophy^ and from 
this too have I learnt to improve and confirm m jr 
morals. The volume of nature is fo full of paf- 
figes ahove the explicatkm of human. learning,. 
that the beft proof of our havmg ftudicd it witb 

uncom- 
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uncommon dilig^ce and fuc€efs> mitft conTift^. 
chiefly, in our being able to produce from it 
many uncomoqon inftances of our ignorance; and 
I have the vanity^ or I (hould rather fay the mo« 
defty to boaft, that I have discovered difficulties 
enough in one ftngle leaf of it, to ckac up myt 
underftanding from the ftupifylng influence of a 
conceited fufficiencv, aiW^ to improve my reafon 
into a perfc(^ diifiaencc of its utmoft force and 
penetration. Nor have I a flower in my pofleffiott 
that is Icfs abounding in moral inftiuctiooy than 
in beauty and fvveetnefs, I cannot obfcrve that 
induftrious nicety with which the bee examineji 
into every thing that comes in his way, without 
conHderinfi; it as a reproachful ac&nonition to my- 
fclf: and if I do not colle£i: fome ufeful leflbn^ 
that n^y fuppoct me under aU the eofiiing rtror* 
iutions of my life^ from every Amrcr that fuch^ 
sta inlk& can extra(£k pjpovifion from agaiaft th^ 
future exigeoces of his^ I aOn ready to place it t^ 
the account of my negligence, and to think mj- 
{elf gulltv of the moft unpardonable fbll]^, m 
fufFerin? Him alone to profit from that, which I 
siflume tiie abfurd privilege of calling my own. 

In fhort, there is fucb a clofe aflinity between 
9 proper cultivation of a fluwcr-garden aiKl a 
right difcipline of the mind, that it is almoit im^- 
podiblc for any thoi^htful perfon that lus made 
any proficiency in the one, to avoid paying a due 
attention to the other. That induitry and care 
which are fo requifite to clcanfe a garden from all 
forts of weexis, will naturally luggeft to hitxi 
bow much, more expedient it would be to exert 
the fame diligence in eradieatinj^ all forta of pre- 
jjudices^ folli» and vices from the mind, where 

tlipy 
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they will be as fare to prevail, without a great 
deal of care and correftion, as common weeds 
in a neglefted piece of ground. And as it re- 
quires more pains to extirpate fome weeds than 
others, according as they are. more firmly fixtj 
more numerous, or more naturalized to the foil ; 
fo thofe faults will be found the moft difficult to 
be fupprcfl'ed, which have been of the longeft 
gtowth, and taken the deepeft root ; which are 
more prodominant in number, and moft conge- 
nial to the conftitution* 

Numb, 87* Thursday, Augujl 29, 1754* 

THERE is no one fubjeft that has given 
fuch frequent exercife to the pens of my 
correfpondents as the behaviour of fervants. Were 
I to have publifhed all the letters I have received 
upon it (not to mention the abufes that haVe 
been fent me for refufing to make thofe letters 
public) they would almoft have equalled in num- 
ber the letters that have been fent me upon alt 
other fubjefts. The plague of fervants is the 
phrafe in everybody's mouth : yet how fond we 
are of increafing this plague, even to the de- 
ftru£lit)n of our fortunes, may be feen in almoft 
every family that has any pretenfions to gentilityi 
But i muft beg pardon of thefe correfpondents 
for thinking a Tittle differently from them upon 
this occafion ; or rather for taking the part of 
fevants in oppofition to their matters. 

Having paffed the greateft part of my life in- 
fcimiliesj,, and being a flri(Sl (though I hope not 

aa 
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an impertinent) obferver of all occurrences that 
happen in them, 1 was very early of opinion that 
the good or bad qualities of fervants were gene- 
rally to be afcribed to the conduit of their ma- 
fters; and by repeated experiences fince, I am 
become fo fanguine in this opinion, that when I 
have a mind to ftudy any mafter or miftrefs tho- 
roughly, I obferve with circumfpedlion the. par- 
ticular difpofitions and behavionr of their fer- 
vants. If I find chearfulnefs in their counte- 
nances, fobriety in their manners, neatnefs in 
their perfons, readinefs in their attendance, and 
harmony among themfelves, I always conclude 
that the mafter or miftrefs of fuch fervants have 
hearts which (according to a fignificant expref- 
fion in low life) lie in the right places. On the 
contrary, wherever I fee fervants with fuUennefs 
or ill-nature in their looks, with flothfulnefs in 
their motions, or flovenlinefs in their clothes ; 
or, above all, when I hear them quarrelling 
among themfelves ; I conclude that they are co- 
pying the 'manners of thofe they ferve, and that 
the mafter and miftrefs of that houfe, whatever 
charafters they may bear in the world, are dif- 
agreeable in themfelves, and a plague to all about 
them. 

By this rule I am generally able to judge 
-with what degree of eftimation 1 am received at 
the feveral tea-tables where I vifit. I look only 
at the fervant to know if I am a welcome gueft 
to his miftrefs and the family : if he opens the 
door to me with a look of indiiFerence, or feems 
flack in his attendance upon me, I fliorten the 
time of my ftay, and leflen the number of my vi- 
fits at that houfe. But if he ihews me up ft^^irs 

with 
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vrith a good grace, or looks at me with attention 
while 1 am indulging an old man's fondnefs for 
prattling, I am as well fati&fied of his miftrefs'i 
regard tor me^ as if ihe had ofiered me her 
purfe. 

The Speftator fpcaking of a family of fervants, 
fays, *' That inilead of flying from the parts of 
*' the houfe through which their mafter is paf- 
** fing, they induftrioufly contrive to place them^ 
** fclves in his way." And I am intimate in a 
family, where the only unpleafant hours that fcr- 
vants know, arc thofe in which themafter and 
miftrefs of the houfe are abfent. I have obferved 
with great delight, when my friend and his lady 
have been ftepping into the coach for a journey 
of a few days, that the men and maid-fervants 
have been -crowding to the door, and witii tears 
in their eyes waiting for the laft kind nod, as 
they have driven from the houfe. It has done 
my heart good, when in the ab fence of their 
mailer and miftrefs I have looked in upon thefe 
honcft people, to fee with what eagernefs they 
have run to me, to enquire, every one at once, 
if 1 had heard any news of their benefaftors, and 
at what time they would return. It would be 
unnecefTary, after what I have faid of thefe fer- 
vants, to enter upon the charafter of the mafter 
and miftrefs* I fliall content myfelf with ob- 
ferving, that if all thofe who have fervants were , 
of the fame difpofition with the people 1 am 
fpeaking of, I fhould hardly have had occafion 
to write upon this fubjfeft. 

Seneca (ays of fervants^ ** That they are H 
** kind of humble friends." {Not according to 
the modgrn acceptation of humble friends i foR 

by 
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by |uch are meant thofe ^ho are to be ftill more 
dependant on our humours, and who, in return 
for precarious meat and drink, are to think, 
^ak and 2£t exatSUy as wq would havis them.) 
He goes on to obiierve, *' That it is the part of 
^^ a wife and good man to deal with his in- 
** ferior as he would have his fuperior deal with 
*' Him ; fortune having no more power over 
^' fervants than over their mailers : and he that 
** duly confiders how many fervants have come 
V to be mailers, and how many mailers to be 
*' fervants, will lay no great ilrefs of argument 
-'.* either upon the one, or upon the other. Some 
^* ufe their fervants worfe than beails, in ilavifh 
*^ attendances between their drink and their 
*' lulls ; as if they were not made of the fame 
^' materials with their mailers, or to breathe the 
*^ fame air, or to die under the fame conditions, 
*' It is worthy oWervation (continues he) that 
** the moll imperious mailers over their ov/n fcr- 
*' vants, are at the fame time the moil abjecfl 
*' flavcs to the fervants of other mailers; I v/ill 
" not diilinguilh a fervant by his office, but by 
** his mariners 5 tlxe one is the work of fortune, 
*' the other of virtue.** 

Thus far fays Seneca : and indeed the 
wretchednefs of fervitude is altogether owing to 
the pride of fuperiority : a pride, which if proper- 
ly exerted, would appear in making thofe happy 
whom fortune has made dependent upon us for 
favour and fupport. This indeed would be the 
pride of man ; and I have always confide red it 
as the principal happinefs of every mailer, that 
Heaven has placed him in a fituation to make 

life 
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life eafy and comfortable to thofe whofe lot it is 
to depend upon him for bread. 

For my own part, I have always been of opi- 
nion that the mafter is as much obliged to the 
fervant who acquits himfelf in his ofEce with di- 
ligence and faithfulnefs, as the fervant to the 
mafter for his indulgence. But in the common 
opinion it is otherwife : and the performance of 
thofe duties which Ihall intitle the fervant to a re- 
ward in Heaven, (hall be infufiicient to procure 
him either a civil word, or a kind look from his 
imperious mafter. 

How contrary a behaviour is that of the fsmi* 
ly above mentioned ! If a fervant has done his 
duty, he is fure to be commended for it : if 
through incapacity or inadvertency he has com- 
mitted a fault, it is pafTed over with good- 
humour; or if through careleffnefs ordefign, the 
admonitions he receives are the. admonitions of a 
friend, who advifes him, for his own fake, to 
amendment, and encourages him to fet about it. 
by gentlenefs and perfuafion. It may be worth 
the mentioning, that my friend's butler was cu- 
red of a violent inclination to fotting, by having 
the keys of the cellar delivered to his keeping; 
and that the houfekeeper, who is one of the moft 
thoughtful and difcreet. matrons I knov/ of, was 
one of the giddieft girls alive, till the affairs of 
the family were thrown into her hands. 

I DO not mean to infmuate by thefe circum- 
.ftances, that every drunken footman fhould keep 
the keys of his matter's cellar, or that every 
madcap of a maid Ihould be intrufted, by way of 
fobering her, with the management of a family ; 

I only 
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I only mentioned them to fhew that even vices 
and follies are fometimes to be cured by good 
ufage ; and if fo, how greatly may good qua- 
lities be improved by the fame indulgent be-^ 
haviour ! 

I HAVE faid in a former paper, that people 
are more likely to be praifed into good qualities, 
than to be railed out of bad ones : and I &ave 
always found, that to commend a fervant for do^ 
ing right (and every fervant does right fome- 
times) has had a much better efiedl than chiding 
and complaining when he has happened to do 
wrong. To cherifh the defire of pleafing in a 
fervant, you muft dew him that you are pleaf- 
ed ; for what encouragement is there for his 
perfeverance, unlefs you tell him at firft that hcJ 
is in the right way ? 

To conclude this fubjeft; I would have fer- 
vants confidered as reafonable beings ; as thofe, 
who though they have the frailties of men, have 
alfo their virtues, their afFedlions, and feelings : 
that they can repay good offices with gratitude, 
and ill ones with ncgltA ; and that they are in- 
titled to our favour, till they have deferved our 
difpleafure. I fhall only add, for the informa- 
tion of my correfpondents, that I fliall pay no 
regard to die complaints that are fent me againfi: 
Baid fervants, unlefs I am thoroughly convinced 
that they come from Good mafters. 



Vol, II. K Nums. 



Ii8 T H E W O R t D. N»88. 

Numb- 88. Thursday, Septemltr 5, I754« 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

FROM a full conviaJdn that your ears are 
always open to the afflifted, I prefume to 
lend you the ftory of my diftrefs, which is left 
to your difcretion whether or no it be defcrving 
of public commifcration. Previous, however, 
to what relates immediately to myfelf, be fo 
kind as to indulge an elderly man, whofe infir- 
mity is to be talkative, and who delights in a 
long train of animadverfions upon every intereft- 
ing occurrence. 

At the creation of your World your mo- 
defty fuggefted that the advantages accruing from 
it might enable you in due time to keep a one- 
horfe chair, and that as foon as you were in pof- 
feffioii of this vehicle, you would invite the rea- 
der to a feat in it, and occafionally make the 
tour of the adjacent, villages. But whether you 
are enabled to fet up this equipage or not, I 
would advife you, at this feafon of the year, to 
withdraw your laudable purpofe of reforming 
vice in town, and to let your endeavours be di- 
re6led to confirm virtue militant in the country. 
Drinking, gaming, atheifm, and the minor vices, 
which from time immemorial have more or lefs 
fwarmed in our capital, have been combated by 
the moft eminent divines, moralifts, and poets, 
and all to no purpofe, for my own part, I cannot 

help 
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help looking upon almoft every fpccies of difr 
folutenefs as a kind of plague : and if I was wor- 
thy of advifing the legiflature^ I ihould propofe 
that a line of circumvallation might 1)e made at 
the diftance of five miles all round the town, and 
a guard appointed to prohibit all perfons, betray- 
ing the leaft fymptom of any of thefe epidemical 
difeafes, from paffing the line. Provided always, 
that in cafe a radical cure fhall be effefted on a 
patient or patients, he, fhe, or they, on a pro- 
per certificate declaring them free from all in*- 
feftion, may be privileged to quit thofe noifom6 
quarters, and retire into the country. I can think 
of no other method by which the miferable ob- 
jefts that range under the feveral denominations 
of gamefters, fwearers, liars, drunkards, cox- 
-combs, fafhion-mongers, &c. in either fex, may 
. be excluded all communication with thofe who 
are untainted. 

A CONSIDERATE perfon cannot pafs a Cox- 
comb in his walks, without being fenfibly hurt 
"Sit the refledlion that fuch a calamity is incident 
to human nature. Thefe deplorable creatures 
are incapacited from , concealing their com>* 
plaint : a primary fymptom is a total fuppreflion 
of every reafonable thought ; after which, there 
can be no wonder^ if, when they are become 
fools, they put on the habit of their order, and 
continue to fatigue the invention of their tradef- 
men, with a view to beguile the tedioufnefs of 
cime. 

Wh,at, Mr. Fit^t-Adam, (hall we fey to 
thofe perfons who will fubjeft themfelves to in- 
fection by a communication with fuch wretches i 
I could as foon pay a vifit to a man born deaf and 
K z dumb) 
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dumb^ for the fake of converfation, as deceive 
myfelf with the idea of improvement with one of 
thefe coxcombs. l*he notoriety of the fymptoms 
attending this difeafe, makes it needlefs to recite 
them all ; a vaft pomp of drefs, an habitual 
contraftion of the mufcles to a grin, with a con- 
tinual incoherent kind of prattle, are fo many 
charaderiftics of their diftemper. And, I fear, 
the validity of our plea would be rejefted, fh<)ul4 
we urge that we fell inadvertently into their 
company ; fince they generally carry their heads, 
like thofe of ports on a foot-path, fufiiciently 
whitened, to deter even the moft heedlefs from 
ftumbling on them in the dark. 

Among the feveral peftilences which confti- 
lute the general plague, no one is of equal fata-^ 
lity with that of fashion. Thofe who are feiz- 
cd with this phreniy, as they arc the moft nu- 
merous, fo are they the moft extravagant in their 
actions. The females difcover their being taint- 
ed, by every gcfticulation of a Cousin Retty. 
They wear no cap, and only fubftitute in its 
room variety of trumpery ribbands, tied up with 
no other propriety than the prefent fit fliall hap- 
pen to direft. Let your eye travel aver the whole 
perfon, and by the difpofition of the drefs, you 
will no longer hefitate if the imagination is dif- 
turbed. By what means, Mr. Fitz-Adam, ex^ 
cept by tie effefts, fhall we determine the mens 
fona? And what judgment ought we topafs up- 
on thofe crowds of females, who are every day 
tottering along the public walks upon peg-heels ? 
Nothing, furely, can be more repugnant to com- 
mon fenfe, than this contrivance in the ladies to 
weaken their fupport, who bad before too gre^t 
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an aptitude to fall. If there can be^ any rcafon 
affigned for fo ftrange a conduft, it muft be this, 
that they thought it neceffary te diminiih the 
bafe, after they had lightened the capital. 

It would be a downright arraignment of yeur 
fagucity to imagine that the malignant confe- 
quences annexed to this diiftemper arc unnoticed 
by you. An objeft, whofe entire mafs of blood 
is corrupted by fashion, becomes not unworthy 
the cognizance of the higher powers, as the molt 
prejudicial Being to a civil fociety. In order 
to think as I 'do, you need only to confider 
what are the evils consequential to FASHiONr 
Arc they not thofe of folJy, pride, extravagance, 
ganring, and difhdnefty ?^ Perfons afilidled with 
this malady, are apt to imagine themfelves under 
no obligation to pay their juft debts ; while thofe 
contracted at a gaming-table are to be difcharged 
with all the punftuality of honefty. 

These refleftions, Mr. Fitz-Adam, are the 
refult of a heart-felt concern for the good of my 
country. The profperous growth of every kind 
of iniquity cannot fail, in the end, of endanger- 
ing her political health. One (hould be apt to 
believe that our own foil was not pregnant 
enough with vice, while we are daily adopting 
every exotic folly. Our natural enemy, even 
antecedent to conqueft, is impofing upon us, not 
only her language, but her manners and drefs. 
A uiperficial view of the hiftory of old Rome will 
prefent us with every fimilar circumftance of 
corruption. — God forbid a fimilar fate fhould 
overtake us ! 

I HAVE hitherto fupprefled an inclination to 

trouble you with roy difapprobation of the times ; 

K 3 and 
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and nothing lefs than an open violation of all the 
laws of decency, good fenfc and duty, in my 
own family, could have prompted me to enlat-ge 
the lift of your correfpondents. I am now, fir, 
at my paternal eftate, where I conftantly refide, 
unlefs feme unavoidable occurrence breaks in up- 
on my retirement, and calls me to town. In the 
younger part of my days, by virtue of public em- 
ployments, I was admitted to a pretty large com- 
qaerce with mankind ; but on my father's deceafe, 
fatiated with the pleafures of high life, I with- 
drew in my forty- firft year to the place I now 
write from, I am confcious of no very material 
ioipnidenoe that I have been guilty of, except my 
marriage, which has (haded my vifionary pro- 
l|)e£b of happinefs with the heavieft difquietude* 
Two daughters only are the iffue of this majri- 
^e; who, thanks to the tuition of their mo- 
ther, are not wanting in any fingle accomplifli- 
mcnt of modifli education. They fpeak French 
, before they underftand En^lifh, and play at cards 
for pounds^ without knowing the value of a {hil- 
ling ; and, in a word, by a patrician difrelifh of 
ceconomy, (peak themfelves the incontefted chil- 
dren of Sir Pope Pedigree's daughter. I forbear 
to mention the manner in which (with their jno- 
thisr's connivance) they afFeft to expofe the ob- 
fcurity of my family ; becaufe I muft acknow- 
ledge it to have been deftitutc of the honour of a 
dignified fpendtbrift, or an illuftrious fuicide« 

Having lived fo long a voluntary exile fronjt 
tlie beau monde, my maxims are exploded as 
quite obfolete. My wife and daughters are per- 
petually affuring me that I aft in no refpeft like 
any of my polite aeighbouis : I wiU oot difpute 
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that they have fome colour of truth for this af- 
fcrtion ; for you muft be fenfible, Mr, Fitz- 
Adam, that it is no eafy matter for a man in his 
grand climaileric to diveft himfelf of old accu- 
ilomcd prejudices i and though Iprofefs all ima- 
ginable deference to rny great neighbours, they 
mu.ft excufe the aukward particularity I have of 
paying my debts, and of obftinately per fevering 
in going now and then to church. Befides what 
I* have mentioned, I have the peculiar felicity of 
feeing, that nothing which either my anceltors 
or I have done, witnin or without doorsj is in 
the leaft correfpondent with my family's tafte. 
The garden is a devoted viftim to their caprice : 
laft fummer they ere<Sled in it a Chinef^ temple, 
but it proved too cold to be inhabited » In the 
winter, all my Chriftipas blocks went to tho 
compofition of a hermitage, which is only tenant- 
ed by my girls, and the. female herniits of taftc 
of their acquaintance. This fpring I narrowly 
efcaped the reputation of building a ruin, in my 
park s but luckily as my workmen were lopping 
fome of my trees, they opened, by mcer acci- 
dent, a profpedl to my lord Killdollar's houfe^ 
the nobleft, perhaps^ and moft iKitural ruin 
Extant. 

It is iippoffible for you to conceive the in- 
ftances I could enumerate j but not to tire your 
patience. by a long detail of grievances, I ihall 
clofe my letter with obferving, that I fee a fuc- 
ceffion of them before me, while my wife is 
above polluting the blood of the Pedigrees, by 
admitting into her compofition the leaft tinfture 
of affability ; and while tjny daughters are in a 
(^ way of dying unmarried^ by theic polite 
K 4 beha- 
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behaviour, and meretricious ftyle of drefs. If the 
reafonablenefs of my complaint fhould obtain the 
fanftion of your approbation, and be counte- 
nanced in the World, it will in fome meafure 
alleviate the affii£lion of. 
Sir, 

Tour conjiani reader and admirer. 

>fl/ V^ V^ V)/ V^ V^V^ VMf !Af V«f ^nf V%f V«f V^ V«f v^ v^ v^ v^ 
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Numb. 89. Thursday, Sept. 12, 1754. 

IT has been the conftant prafticc CYcr fincc I 
can remember, for people to recommend the 
particular wares they deal in, by fetting forth 
that they are more ^eiTentially neceiTary at the 
prefent time, than they were ever known to be 
in times paft. The doftor, to recommend his 
Elixir y^r the nervet^ addr^ffes you with^ 
** Never were nervous decays, &c. fo frc- 
** quent as at prefent." The man of learfiing 
prefaces his difcourfe upon occult qualities with^ 
** Never was there fo total a decay of literature 
" as at prefent 5 " and the divine introduces his 
volume of fermons with, '' Never did fin and 
** folly abound fo as at prefent." 

But though this method may be a very good 
©ne, and may have contributed greatly to the in- 
creafe of trade, I have always confidcred it as 
fomcwhat bordering upon craft, and have therf« 
fore rejefted it, to purfue a contrary pra£lice. 
N^ver was mankind fo good as at prefent, I fay 
again and again : for however unwife or un- 
righteous the people of thefe nations may have 
been two years a^o, it is hardly to be conceived 

how 
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how greatly they are improved in their underftand- 
ings, and amended in their morals, by the ex- 
tenfivc circulation of thofe my lucubrations. 

Many perfons are of opinion ( I fuppofe from 
the efFeSs which they find to have been pro- 
duced in themfelves) that every individual of my 
readers has been in fome relpeft or other the bet- 
ter for me : but this perhaps may be carrying the 
matter a little too far ; and indeed I have a pri- 
vate Teafon for thinking that there may be here . 
and there one, who, though a confiderable rea- 
der of thefe excellent eflays, has received no be-, 
nefit from them at all. There are people in the 
world, who, becaufe they pride themfelves upon 
contradifting an eftabtimed opinion, have fug- 
geftcd in a whifper, that this is not absolutely and 
to all intents and purpofes the very beft paper 
that has hitherto been publifhed in any age or 
country. And to confefs a truth, which will, 
tio doubt, be as furpri^ing to my readers as it 
was to me, I have aftually received a letter^ 
written in fober fadnefs, and without the leaft in- 
tention to be witty, infinuating that I am growing 
dull, and rdvifing me to lay down my paper^ 
while I can do it with honour. But as I have 
hitherto found my wit to be inexhauftible, and 
as I have now, as much as ever, the good of my 
country at heajrt, I am willing to continue thefe 
my labours while there are the leaft gleanings of 
folly remaining, and till I can have the glory of 
cftefting a thorough reformation. 

To tollow this great and laudable defign, I 
muft beg of my correfpondents to be very diligent 
in their enquiries after what is doing in town^ ', 
K 5 and 
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and that they will ncglc£l no opportunity of 
tranfmitting me all the intelligence they can get. 
I Ihould be glad to know, among other matters 
of confequence, if there is yet any fuch thing as 
play going on at White's. I fhould like alto to 
hear that the propo£il for eftablifhing lectures in 
divinity and moral philofophy next winter in the 
great room at St. Jameses coffec-houfe, has met 
with the approbation of the whole club. The re- 
peated afiurances which I am daily receiving that 
fornication and adultery are entirely at a ftand in^^ 
this great metropolis, are highly agreeable tO' 
me; as alfo that the great increafe of bloom,- 
which has of late been fo very obfervable on the 
checks of ladies of faibion, is wholly owing to* 
their abhorrence of cards and late hours. I near 
with great fclf-congratulation and delight from- 
the city, that they are hourly increaling in frugali- 
ty and induftry, and that neither hazard, nor any 
unlawful game at cards, has been fo much as 
thought of at their clubs for this twelve-montb 
paft. But above all, I am charmed with the ac- 
counts whip h i have frdn time to time received 
^f die. laft general eledion. That iiiflexible ab- 
horrence of bribery and corruption, which fo vi-^ 
fibly and univcrially manifefted itfelf amon^ alV 
•janlcd and orders or men^ conftituents as wdl as 
candidates, muft be an incbnteftable proof of the 
confummate virtue of the prefent times. 

From all thefe happy confiderations, I am- 
perfe6tly of opinion with the late Mr. Whifton, 
that the Millennium, or the kingdom of the juft 
upon earthy is very near at hand. When that 
long-expefted time arrives, I fhall confider the 
plan of this paper- as complete, and conclude it 
i thie 
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the Thurfday following, with a b€ne€ii<flion to 
iny readers. 

It has been owing to this general reformatioa 
(which I flatter myfelf has been principally 
brought about by thefe weekly eiTays) that I have 
thought fit to fupprefs certain letters, lately come 
to hand, which are filled with moft unreaibnable 
complaints againft the iniquity of the times. One 
of thefe letters laments very emphatically the 

freat increafe of popery among us, and begs that 
'would poftpone every amunng ipeculation, ta 
attack with gravity ana argument the do£lrine of 
tranfubftantrationr' The fame letter recommends,, 
in a poftfcript, fome neccflary alterations to be 
made in the book of Common Prayer, and de- 
fires that my next paper may be an addrels to the 
bifhops upon that occafion* Aootlier of thefe 
letters inveighs bitterly againft the univerCilitv of 
fkjttle-grounds int'fie gardens of people of &(hion, 
and allures me that it is in vain to hope for ^ re** 
formation, while gentlemen and ladies, nay, 
even the clergy themfelves, are mi fpcnding their 
time in the unchriilian*- like diverfions of porters 
and draymen. The letter figned Decorus, com- 
plaining of Brttnetu's nakedne& at church, had 
long ago received a place in thefe \rapers, if I 
(ouTd have been convinced that it had lefs of in*- 
vention in it than of reality : for I am aiiured by 
a particular friend, who is a conftant frequenter 
of all public places, that fince my repeated ani*- 
madverfions on that fubjeft, there is not a pair of 
naked fhoulders to be feen either for love or mo« 
ney. He proceeds farther to aiTure me, tha^ 
thofe excellent animadverfions have given the la-* 
dies fuch an unconquerable averflon to all kinds. 
K 6 of 
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ficn. I laid down my book to receive him, 
which after the iixll ufual complimentSy he took 
up, iayinr, *•• You will give me leave to • fee 
*' what was the objccl of your ftudies." ** No* 
** thir.g !efs than the divine Plato, faid I, that 
" amiable philofopher — ^ ** with. whom (in- 
** term peed my friend) Cicero declares that he 
«« would rather be in the wrong, than in the 
** right with any other.*' ** I cannot, replied 
** I, carry my veneration for him to that decree 
*' of enthufiafm ; but yet, wherever I under- 
** ftand him (for I confiels I do not every where) 
*^ I prefer him to all the ancient philoibphers. 
<* His Sympofion more particularly engages and 
*' entertains me, as I fee there the manners and 
*' ch:iraAer% cf the moft eminent men, of the 
*' pcliteft times, cf the politeft city of Greece.. 
<' And, with all due rcfpeA to the moderns, I 
" much queftion whether an account of a mo- 
** dern Sympofion, though written by the ableft 
<< hand, could be read with fo much pleafure 
" and improvement." ** I do not know that, 
** (replied my friend) for though I revere the an- 
*^ cients as much as you poffibly can, and look 
*• upon the moderns as pigmies, when compar- 
** ed to thofe giants, yet if we come up to, or 
** near them in any thing, it is in the elegancy 
•' and delicacy of our convivial intercourfe." 

I WAS the more furprized at this doubt of my 
friend's, becaufe I knew that he implicitly fub- 
fcribed to, and fupei ftitioufly maintained, all the 
articles of the claflical faitn. I therefore afked 
him, whether he was ferious ? He anfwercd roe 
that he was : that in his mind, Plato fpun out 
that filly affair of iove toch fine and too long ; an4 

that 
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that if I would but let him introduce irc tq the 
<?lub, of which he was an unworthy member,, 
he b(^lieved I (hould at leaft entertain the fame 
doubt, or perhaps even decide in favour of the 
moderns. I thanked my. friend for his kindnefs,u 
but added that in whatever fociety he was an un^ 
worthy member, I (hould be ftill a more unwor- 
thy gueft* That moreover my retired and do— 
meftic turn ef life was as inconfiftent with the 
engagenients of a club, as my natural taciturnity 
amongflr flrangers would be mifplaced in the* 
midft of all that feftal mirth and gaiety, ** Yoir- 
^ miftake me (anfwered my friend 5) every mem- 
** ber of our club has the privilege of bringing; 
•* one friend along with him, who is by no 
•* means thereby to becxxiie a member of it : 
** and as for your taciturnity, wc have fome fi- 
" lent memblers, who, by the way, are none of 
♦* our worft. Silent peopfe neVer fpoil com- 
•* pany, but 9x1 the contrary, by being good 
•* hearers, encourage good fpcakers.'* " Jnit I 
•* have another difficulty (anfwered I) and That 
^* I doubt a very folia one^ which- is, that I 
•* drink nothing but water." *•' So much the 
** worfe for you'* (replied my friend, who, by 
the by, loves his bottle moft academically;) 
* you will pay for the claret you do not drink* 
** We ufe no compuHion ; every one drinks a$ 
♦< little as he pleafes— " " Which I prefume 
** (interrupted I) is as much as he can.'* *' That 
" is juft as it happens, faidhe; ibnr«.etimes, it is^ 
•* true, we make pretty good fittinj^s ; but for 
** my own part, I chufe to go home always 
** before eleven : for, take my word for it, it is 
•♦ the fitting up late and not the drink, that de- 

** ftroys 
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** ftroys the conftitution.*' As I found that my 
friend would have taken a refufal ill, I told him 
that for this once I would certainly attend him to 
the club, but defured him to give me previoufly 
the outlines of the charaAers of the fitting mem- 
bers, that I might know how to. behave myfelf 
properly. '' Your precaution (faid he} is a pru- 
** dent one, and I will make you fo well ac- 
^ quainted with them beforehand, that you (hall 
** not feem a ftranger when among them. You 
** muft know then that our club confifls of at 
" Icaft forty members when complete. Of 
•* thefe, many are now in the country ; ar.d be- 
** fides, we have fome vacancies which cannot 
** be filled up till next winter, Palfies^and apo- 
** plexies have of late, I don't know why, beefi 
** pretty rife among us, and carried oft' a good 
** many. It is not above a week ago, that poor 
•' Tom Toaftwell fell on a fudden under the 
" table, as we thought only a little in drink, but 
•'he was carried home, and never fpoke more. 
•' Thofe whom you will pobably meet with to- 
** day are, firft of all, lord Feeble, a nobleman 
•'of admirable fenfe, a true fine gentleman, and, 
" for a man of quality, a pretty claflic. He has 
•' lived rather faft formerly, and impaired his 
•• conftitution by fitting up late, and drinking 
" your thin fliarp wines. He is ftill what you 
•' call nervous, which makes him a little low- 
•• fpirited and referved at firft) but he grows 
•• very affable and chearful as foon as he has 
•' warmed his fiomach with about a bottle of 
•' good claret. 

'* S I R Tunbelly Guzzle is a very worthy 
•' north-country baronet of a good cftate, and 

•' one 
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^* one who was beforehand in the world, till bc- 
** ing twice chofen knight of the (hire, and hav- 
** ing in confequence got a pretty employment 
** at court, he run out conliderably. He has 
*' left off houfe-keeping, and is new upon a rc- 
** trieving fcheme. He is the heart icft, honelt- 
** eft fellow living ; and though he is a man of 
** very few words, I can afTurr* yoi; he clowS r.ot 
•* want fenie. He had an univerfity education, 
'* and has a good notion of the chifTics. The 
** poor man is confined half the year at Icaft 
** with the gout, and has befides an inveterate 
^* fcurvy, which I cannot account for : no man 
" can live more regularly j he eats nothing but 
" plain meat, and very little of that : he drinks 
** no. thin wines, ana never fits up late j for 
** he has his full dofe by eleven* 

** Colonel Culvcrin is a brave old experi- 
*^ enccd officer, though but a lieutenant-colonel 
** of foot. Between you- and me, he has had 
** great injuftice done him, and is now com- 
•' manded by many who were hot born when 
^* he came firft into the army. He has ferved 
^* in Ireland, Minorca, and Gibraltar; and 
^' would have been in all the late battles in 
** Flanders, had the regiment been ordered there. 
** It is a pleafure to hear him talk of war. He 
*' is the beft-natured man alive, but a little too 
*' jealous of his honour, and too apt to be in a 
*' paflion ; but that is foon over, and then he is 
** forry for it. I fear he is dropfical, which I 
'* impute to his drinking your chsmpaigns and" 
*' burgundies. He got that ill habit abroad. 

** S I R George Plyant is well born, hfiS a 
*' genteel fortune, keeps the very beft company, 

" aiicl 
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^* and IS to be fure one of the beft-brcd men 
*• alive : he is fo good-natured, that he feems 
*' to have no virill of his own. He will drink as 
^^ little or as much as you pleafe, and no matter 
*' of what. He has been a mighty man with 
** the ladies formerly, and loves the crack of 
'* the whip ftill. He is our news-monger ; for 
** being a gentleman of the privy chamber, he 
** goes to court every da/, and . confequently 
*' knows pretty well what is going forward there. 
'• Poor gentleman ! I fear w^ (hall not keep 
** him long ; for he . feems far gone in a con- 
*' fumption, though the do<Slors fay it is only a 
** nervous atrophy. 

. " Will Sitfaft is the bcft-naturcd fellow liv- 
^^ ing, and an excellent companion, though he 
** feldom fpcaks ; but he is no flincher, and fits 
*' every man's hand out at the club. He is a 
** very good fcholar, and can write very pretty 
<* Latin verfes. I doubt he is in a declining 
^^ way ; for a paralytica! ftroke has latelv twitch- 
«< ed up one fide of his mouth fo, that be is 
*' now obliged to take his wuie diagonally. 
** However he keeps up his fpirits bravdy, and 
*' never fliams his glafs. 

" Doctor Carbuncle is an honeft, jolly, 
*' merry parfon, well afFedbd to the goycrn* 
♦' ment, and much of a gentleman. He is the 
** life of our club, inftead of being the leaft re- 
^' ftraint upon it. He is an admirable fcholar^ 
" and I really believe has all Horace by heart-^ 
'^ I know he has him always in his pocket* His 
*' red face, inflamed nole, and fwelled legs, 
*^ make him generally thought a hard drinker ty 
^^ thofe who do not know him i but I muft co 

^' him 
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" him the juftice to fay, that I never faw him 
** difguifed with liquor in my life^ It is true, 
•* he is a very large man, and can hold a great 
*' deal, which makes the colonel call him plea- 
•* fantly enough, a vefibl of eledlion. 

*' The laftandleaft (concluded my friend) is 
*' your humble fervant, fuch as I am ; and if 
** you pleafe we will go and walk in the park 
** till dinner time." I agreed, and we fet out 
together. But here the reader will perhaps ex* 
pcdt that I fliould let him walk on a little, while 
I give his charaftet. We were of the fame year 
of St. John's college in Cambridge : he was a 
younger brother of a good family, was bred to 
the church, and had iuft got a fellowfhip in the 
college, when his eldfer brother dying, he fuc- 
■ cceded to an eafy fortune, and reiolved to make 
f himfclf eafy witn it, that is, to do. nothing. A8 

he had refided long in college, he had contra£Ud 
t all the habits, prejudices, thelazinefs, thefoak- 
^ ing, the pride and the pedantry of the cloyfter, 
which after a certain time are never to be rubbed 
ofF. He conftdered the critical knowledge of the 
Greek and Latin words, as the utmoft effort 
of the human underftanding, and a glafs of good 
wine in good company, as the higheft pitch of 
human felicity. Accordingly he pafles his morn- 
ings iji reading the chfTics, moft of which he has 
long had by heart, and his evenings in drinking 
his glafs of good wine, which, by frequent fill- 
ing, amounts at leafl to two, and often to three 
bottles a day. I muft not omit mentioning that 
my friend is tormented with the flone, which 
misfortune he imputes to his having once drank 
water for a month, by the prefcription of the 
^ late 
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late doftor Cheyne, and by no means to at 
lead two quarts of claret a day, for thefe laft 
thirty years. To return to my friend : *' I am 
** very much miftaken (faid he, as we were 
•* walking in the park) if you do not thank me 
** fof procuring this day's entertainment : for % 
*' fet of worthier gentlemen to be fure never 
** lived." *' I make no doubt of it, faid I, and 
** am therefore the more concerned when I re- 
** flcdl that this club of worthy gentlemen might, 
** by your own account, be not improperly call- 
** ed an hofpital of incurables, as there is not 
** one among them who docs not labour under 
** fome chronical and mortal diftemper." ** I 
•* fee what you would be at (anfwered my friend) 
** you would infinuate that it isall owing to 
** wine : but let me aiTure you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
** that wine^ efpecially claret., if neat and gocdj 
*' can hurt no manJ* I did not reply to this apho* 
rifm of my friend's, which I knew would draw 
on too long a difcuffion, efpecially ^ we were 
juft going into the club-room, where I took it 
for granted that it was one of the great conftitu- 
tional principles. The account of this modern 
Sympofion fhall be the fubjecl of my next paper. 

Numb. 91. Thursday, Sept. 26, 1754. 

MY friend prefented me to the company, in 
what he thought the moft obliging man- 
ner ; but which, I confefs, put me a little out 
of countenance. *' Give me leave, gentlemen, 
*' (faid he) to prcfent to you my old friend Mr. 

" Fitz- 
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*• Fitz-Adam, the ingenious author of the 
^* World." The word author inftantly excit- 
. ed the attention of the whole company, and 
drew all their eyes upon me : for people who arc 
. not apt to write themfelves, have a ftrange cu- 
riofity to fee a live author. The gendemen 
received me in common, with thofe geftures that 
intimate welcome ; and I on my part refpedfully 
muttered fome of thofe nothings, which (land 
inftead of the fomething one fhould fay, and per- 
haps do full as well. 

The weather being hot, the gentlemen were 
refrefhing themfelves before, dinner, with what 
. they called a cooJ tankard ; in which they fuc- 
ceflively drank to Me. When it came to ray 
turn, 1 thought I could not decently decline 
drinking the gentlemen's healths, which J did 
aggregately : but how was I furprized, when upon 
the firft tafte I difcovered that this cooling and 
refrefhing draught was compofed of the ftrongett 
mountain wine, lowered indeed with a very little 
lemon and water, but then heightened again, 
by a quantity of thofe comfortable aromatics, 
nutmeg and ginger ! Dinner, which had been 
called for more than once with fome impatience, 
was at laft brought up, upon the colonel's threat- 
ening perdition to the mailer and all the waiters 
of the houfe, if it was delayed two minutes 
longer. We fat down without ceremony, and 
we were ho fooner fat down, than every body 
(except myfetf) drank everybody's health, which 
made a tumultuous kind of noife. I obferved 
with furprize, that the common quantity of wine 
was put into glafles of an - immenfe iize and 
weight i but my furprize ceafed when I faw the 

tremu- 
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tremulous hands that took them, and for which I 
fuppofed they were intended as ballaft. But even 
this precaution did not prote£l the nofe of dofior 
Carbuncle from a fevere fhock, in his attempt to 
hit his mouth. The colonel, who obferved this 
accident, cried out pleafantly, '* Why do&or, 
** I find you are but a bad engineer. While you 
** aim at your mouth you will never hit it, take 
** my word for it. A floating battery, to hit the 
*^ mark, muft be pointed fomething above, or 
** below it. If you would hit your moiith, di- 
** r.ft your four-pounder at your forehead, or 
** y->ur chin." I'he doctor good-humouredly 
thunked the colonel for the hint, and promifed 
him CO communicate it to his friends at Oxford, 
where, he owned, that he had feen many a good 
ghifs of port fpilt for v/ant of it. Sir Tunbelly 
almoft fmilcd, Sir George laughed, and the whole 
company, Tome how or other, applauded this 
ekgant piece of raillery. But alas, things foon 
took a lefs pleafant turn ; for an enormous but- 
tock of boiled fait beef, which had fucceedcd the 
foupe, proved not to be fuiHciently corned for 
Sir Tunbelly, v/ho had befpoke it; and at the 
fame time Lord Feeble took a diflike to the claret, 
which he affirmed not to be the fame which they 
had drank the day before ; it had no Jilkinefs^ went 
rough off the tongiu^ and his lordlhip Inrewdly 
fufpecSled that it was mixed with Benecarhy or 
fome of thofe black wines. This was a common 
caufe, and excited univerfal attention. The 
whole company tailed it ferioufly, and every one 
found a different fault with it. The matter of 
the houfe was immediately fent for up, examined, 
and treated as a criminal. Sir Tunbelly reproach- 
ed 
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cd him with the freflinefs of the beef, while at 
the fame time all the others fell upon him 'for the 
badnefs of his wine, telling him that it was not 
fit ufage for fuch good cuftomers as they were, 
and in fine, threatening him -with a migration of 
the club to fome other houfe. The criminal 
laid thei blame of the beef's not being corned 
enough upon his cook, whom he promifed to 
turn away ; and attefted heaven and earth that 
the wine was the very fame which they had all 
approved of the day before ; and as he had a 
foul to be faved, was true Chateau Margoux. 
** Chateau devil (faid the colonel with warmth) 
" it is your d — d rough Chaos wine." Will Sitr- 
faft, who thought himfelf obliged to articulate 
upon this occafion, faid, he was not Aire it was 
a mixed wine, but that indeed it drank doijdh. 
** If that is all (interrupted the do6lor) let us 
** e'en drink it up then^ Or, if that won't do, 
*' fince we cannot have the true Falemum, let lis 
*' take up for once with the vile Sabinum. What 
*^ fay you, gentlemen, to good honeft port, 
•' which I am convinced is a much wholefomer 
** ftomach wine ?" My friend, who in his heart 
loves port better than, any other v/inc in the 
world, willingly feconded the dotSlor's motion, 
and fpoke very favourably of your Portingal wines 
in general, it neat. Upon this fome was im- 
mediately brought up, which I obferyed my 
friend and the do£lor ftuck to the whole even- 
ing. I could not help afking the doftor if 
he really preferred port to lighter wines ? To 
which he anfv/ered, " You know, Mr. Fitz^ 
*' Adam, that ufe is fecond nature 5 and port 
*' is in a manner mother's milk to me ; for it is 

*« what 
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^ what my Alma Mater fuckles all her nu- 
merous progeoy with." I filently aflented to 
the doctor's account, which I was convinced was 
a true one, and then attended to the judicious 
animadverfions of the other gentlemen upon the 
claret, which were ftill continued, though at 
the fame time they continued to drink it. I 
hinted my furprize at this to Sir Tunbelly, who 
gravely anfwcred me, and in a moving way, 
IPl.y 'ji'kut can ttv ds ? ** Not drink it (replied 1) 
** lince it is not good." *' But what will you 
*^ have us do ? and how (hall we pafs the even- 
** ing \ (rejoined the baronet). One cannot go 
** home at hve o'clock." ** That depends upon 
'* a great deal of ufc," faid I. ** It may be 
*' fo, to a certain degree (faid the do£bor}. 
** But give me leave to afk you, Mr. Fitz- 
" Adam, you who drink nothing but water, 
** and live much at home, how do you keep -up 
** your fpirits ? " " Why, doftor, faid I, as 1 
*' never lowered my fpirits by ftrong liquor, I 
'* do not want to rail'e them." Here we were 
interrupted by the colonel's raifmg his voice and 
indignation againft the burgundy and cham- 
paign, fwearing that the former was ropy, and 
the latter upon the fret, and not without fome 
fufpiclon of cyder and fugar-candy ; notwith- 
ftanding which, he drank, in a bumper of it, con- 
fufion to tlie town of Briftol and the bottle acS:. 
It was a ihame, he faid, that gentlemen could 
have no good burgundies and champaigns, for 
the fake of fome incrcafe of the revenue, the 
manufadure of glafs bottles, and fuch fort of 
ftufF. Sir George confirmed the fame, adding 
that it was fcandalous \ and the whole company 
agreed, that the new parliament would certain- 
ly 
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Ijr repeal fo abfurd an adl the very lirfl: fcffion ; 
but if they did not, they hoped they would re- 
ceive inftruftions to that purpofe from their con- 
Itituents. " To be fure, faid the colonel. 
*.' What a d-^ — — d rout they made about the 
** repeal of the.jew-bill, for which nobody 
*^ cared one fartning .! But by the way (con- 
*' tinued he) I think every-body has done eat-» 
*' ing> and therefore had not we better' have 
** the dinner taken away, and the wine fet up- 
•' on the table ?" To this the company gave 
an unanimous Ay. While this was doing, I 
afked my friend, with feeming ferioufnefs, whe- 
ther no part of the dinner was to be ferved up 
agjiin, when the wine Ihould be fet upon the 
table ? He feemed furprized at my queftion, and 
afked me if I wars hungry ? To which I arifwer- 
ed. No ; but afked him in my turn if he was dry ? 
To which he alfo anfwered, No. " Then pray, 
*' replied I, why liot as well eat without being" 
** hungry, as drinle without being dry ?" My 
friend was fo flunned with this, that he attempt- 
ed no re'ply, but f tared at me with as much 
altonifliment, as he would have done at my great 
anceftor Adani in his primitive flate of natuic. 

The cloth was. now taken away, and the 
bottles, :glafles and difh-clouts put upon the 
table; when Will Sitfaft, who 1 fouyd was a. 
perpetual toaft-mak^r, took the chair, of courfe, 
as the man of application to bufmefs. He be- 
gan the King's health in a bumper, which cir- 
culated in the fame manner, not without fome 
nice examinations of the chairmen as to ^/<7v- 
i!g/jt. The bottle {landing by me^ I was called 
upon by the chairman, who ^idd^d, that though 

Vgju. II. ly a water- 
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a water-drinker, he hoped I would not reftife 
that health in wine, I begged to be excUfed, 
and told him that I never drank his Majdly's 
health at all, though no ohe of his fuh|e<% 
wiflied it more heartily than I did. That 
hitherto it had not appeared to me, that there 
could be the leaft relation between the Wine I 
drank, and the king's ftate of health ; and that 
till I was convinced that impairing my own 
health would improve his Majefty's, I Was rc- 
folved to preferve the ufe of my faculties and 
my limbs, to employ both in his fervice, if hfc 
could ever have occadon for them. I haid forc- 
feen the confequences of this refufal; land though 
my friend had anfwered for my principles, I 
caJily difcovered an air of fufpicion in the coun- 
tenances of the companv ; and I overheard the 
colonel whifper to Lord Feeble, This author is 
a very odd dog, 

mn friend was afliamed of ttife ; but how- 
ever, to help me off as well as he could, he 
faid to me aloud, " Mr. Fitz-Adam, this is 
*' one of thofe Angularities which you have con- 
•* traSed by living fo much albne. From this 
moment the company gave me up to hiy odd- 
neffes, and took no rarther notice of tiie. I 
leaned filently upon the table, waiting for 
fthough to fay the truth, without exbeSing) 
lome of that feftal gaity, that urbahity, and 
that elegant mirth, of which hiy friend llajd 
promiied fo large a Ihare. Inftead of all which, 
the cohverfatibn ran chieflv into narrative, and 

frew duller and duller witn every bottle. Lord 
eeble recounted his former atchievetnents in 
love and wine \ the colonel complained, thbugh 

With 
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with iignitj^ of hurdikips and itijafticie; Sir 
Geo^ himid at fi>die important difcoveries 
which he had mad^ that day at court, but cau«- 
tiouftv avoided nalnkig names ; Sir Tunbelly 
flept betweiBn glafe and glafs ; the Dodlor and 
my frieltd ta&ed over college matters, and 
<)uo^ Latin \ and our wonhy prefident applied 
hioffelf wholiy to bufineft^ never fpeaking 
but to order; as, ** Sir^ the bottle ftands^ with 
** you ; Sir, you are to name a toaft ; That 
•* na8 been drank already ; Here, more claret ! 
" Ac." In the height of all this convivial plea- 
fentry, wWch I plainly faw was come to its 
s&enith, I ftole away at about nine o'clock, and 
Went home ; where refleiftions upon the enter- 
tainment of the day crowded into my mind, 
and may perhaps be the fubjeft of fome future 
paper. 



Numb. 92. Thursday, OSfoher '^^ 1754. 

THE entertainment (I do not fay the diver* 
iion) which I mentioned in my laft paper, 
tumbled ^my imagination to fuch a degree, and 
Aiggefted' foch a variety of indtftin<ft ideas to 
Biy itiind, that notwlthft&nding all the pains I 
took to foW a«d diffeft, 1 could not reduce 
theifn to method : I ft ^11 therefore throw them 
out in this paper without order, and jii/l as they 
occurred' to ine. 

When I confldered that, perhaps, two mil- 
lions of my feHow-fnbjedts pafled two parts in 
three of their lives in the very fame manner in 
L 2 which 
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which the worthy memberi of my friend's club 
paiTed theirs, I was at a lofs to difcover tkat at- 
tradive, irrefiftible and inviiible charm (for I 
confefs I faw none) to which they fo deliberately 
and afliduoufly facriiiced their time, their health, 
and their reafon ; till dipping accidentally into 
monficur Pafcal, I read upon the fubje& of 
hunting the following paflage. What^ unlefs to 
drown thought (fays that excellent writer) can 
make nien throw away Jo much time upon a filly 
animal^ which they might buy much cheaper in 
the market ? It hinders us from looking into our-- 
felveSy which is a view we cannot bear. That 
this is often one motive, and fometimes the only 
one of hunting, I can eafily believe. But then 
it muft be allowed too, that if the jolly fportf- 
man, who thus vigoroufly runs away from him- 
felf, does not break his neck in his flight, he 
improves his health, at leaft, by his exercife/ 
But what other motive can poffibly be affigned 
for the Soaker's daily and ferioufly fwallowing 
his own deftruftion, except that of drowning 
thought^ and hindering him from looking into him- 
Jelf which is a view he cannot hear ? 

Unhappy the man who cannot willingly and 
frequently converfe with himfelf ; but miferable 
in the higheft degree is the man who dares not. 
In one of thefe predicaments muft th^t m^ be, 
who foaks and fleeps away his whole life. Ei- 
ther tired of himfelf for want of arty refle^^tiona 
at all, or dreading himfelf for fear of the moft 
tormenting ones, he flies for refuge from his 
folly or his guilt, to the company of his fellow- 
fufterers, and to the intoxication of ftrong li- 
quors. 

Arcu«* 
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Archbishop Tillptfon aflerts, and very tru- 
ly, that no man can plead in defence of fwear- 
ing, that he was born of a fwearing conftitution, 
1 believe the fame thing may Vi^ith equal truth 
be aifirmed of drinking. No man is bornr a 
drinker. Drinking is an acquired, not a natural 
vice. The child, when he firft taftes ftrong 
liquors, reje<fts them with evident figns of dif- 
guft ; but is infenfibly brought firft to bear, and 
then perhaps to like thenr>, by the folly of his 
parents, who promife them as an encourag€- 
ment, and give them as a reward. . . 

Wh&n the coroner's inqueft. examines the 
body of one of thofe unhappy wretches who 
drown themfelves in a pond or rivtr, with com- 
monly a provifion of lead in their pockets, to 
make the work the furer, theverdifl: is eithery^<7 
de fe^ or lunatic. Is it thea the water,, or the 
fuddennefs of the plunge, that conftitutes either 
the madnefs or the guilt of the aft ? Is there any 
difFerence between a water and a wine fuicide.? 
If there be, it is evidently in favour of the for- 
mcfy which is never fo. aeliberate and premedi- 
tated as the latter. The Soaker jogs on with 
a gentler pace indeed, but to as fure and certain 
deftruftion J and as a proof of. his intention, 
would, 1 believe, upon^ examination, be gene- 
rally found to have a good . deal of lead about 
' him too. He cannot alledge in his .defence, 
that he has not warning, fincc- he daily fees, 
in the chronical diftempers of all his fellow 
Soakers, the fatal effefts of that flow poifon 
which he fo greedily guzzles : for I defy all thofe 
HONEST GENTLEMEN, that is, all the hard 
drinkers in England (a numerous body I doubt) 
L 3 ta 
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to produce me one (Ingle, inftance of a Soaker, 
whofe healdi and faculties are not vifibly im- 
paired by drinking. ^ Some indeed, born much 
Wronger than others, hold it out longer, and are 
afefurdly quoted as living proofs even of the fa- 
lutary effeds of drinking : but though they have 
not yet any of the moft diftinguifhed charaAeri- 
{Hcs of their profeffion about &em, though they 
have not yet loft one half of themfelves by a 
hemiplegia, nor the ufe of all th/eir limbs by the 
gout ; though they are but moderately mangy, 
and though the impending dropfy may not yet 
appear; I will venture to affirm that the health 
they boaft of is at beft but an aukward .fiate 
between fiqknefs and health : if they are not ac- 
tually fick, thev are not a<5lively well ; and you 
wiU always fina fome complaint or other, inad- 
vertently drop from the triumphant Soaker, 
within half an hour after he has aiTured you that 
he 19 neither fick nor forty. My wife, who is 
a little fuperftitious, and perhaps too apt to point 
• out, and interpret judgments (otherwife an ex- 
cellent woman) firmly believes, that the drapfy, 
of which moft Soake&s finally die, is a mani- 
fcft and juft judgment upon them \ the wine 
thev lb much loved being turned into water, 
and themfelves drowned ^ kft, ift tlie eleaieiit 
thev fo much abhorred. 

A rational and fober man, invited by the 
wit and gaiety of good company, and huxried 
away by an uncommon flow of ^rits, may 
happen to drink too much, and perhaps acciden- 
tally to get drunk ; but then thefe faUies will be 
ftiort, and not frequent. Whereas the Soaker 
is an utter ftranger to w^ aad[ mirth,, and no 

friend 
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friend to either. His bufmefs is ferious, apd he 
applies himfelf ferioufly to it ; he fteadily piirfues 
the numbing, ftupifying, and petrifying,' not 
the animating and exhilarating qualities of the 
wine. Gallons of the Nepenthe would be. loft 
upon him. The more he drinks the duller he 
grows J his politics become more obfcure,: and 
his narratives more tedious and Icfs intelligibly i 
till &t hi{k maudliriy he employs • what little arti- 
culation he hasleft^ in relating his doleful tale 
to an infenfible audience. I rear my country- 
men have been too long noted for this manner 
of drinking, fince a very old and eminent French 
hiftorian, fpeaking of the Englifh, who were 
then in pofleffion of Aquitain, the promifed 
land of claret, fays, Jls fe fqouUr^nt grand^ment^ 
et Ji divertirtnt TMult trijiemfnta la mdedeUur 
.pais, 

A very fkilful furgeon of my acqus^intance 
affured me, that having opened the body of a 
SqAKEK, whp ^ied pf ^i^ apQplo^y, lie had 
fpu))d all the fincf t^l)e^ a|)d ve^V^ plugged up 
witb the tartar pf the wiiie bp had fwa^owed, 
fo a^ to render the circulation of the blood abfo- 
lutely impolEble, and th^ fplds pf the ftomach 
fo flifFened with it, thaf it CQ^ld not perfprm its 
funflions* Hp cojppared the body of the de- 
^eafe4 to a fiphon fq chp^^ed up wi^h the tart^ 
and dregs of the wine that had run througji Jf, 
as to be impervious. I s^iopt^d tiiis i^iage, 
whivrh fepmed to me a jvft one.: an4 I fball for 
the future typify th? Soa|ce^ by thp Cphon, fuc- 
tipn being equally the bufmefs onjy erf" both. 

An obje<3:, vi^w^d at once, and in its full 

fc^t^ntf wUl fom^tiqi^s ftrik^ x}^ VJ^y^^r when 

L 4 the 
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the feveral parts and gradatioijs of it, feparately 
fccn, would be but little attended to. I ihall 
th'^refore here prefent the focicty of Siphons 
with a calculation, of which they cannpt difpute 
the truth^ and will not, I believe, deny the mo- 
deration j and yet perhaps they will be furpriz^ 
v/hen they fee the grofs fums of the wine they 
ftick, of the money they pay for it, and of the 
time they lofe in the courfe ot fcven years only. 

I RECKON that I put a ftaunch Siphon very 
low, when I put him only at two bottles a day, 
one day with another. This in feven years 
amounts to four thoufand four hundred and ten 
bottles, which makes twenty hogflieads and fe- 
venty bottles. 

Supposing this quantity to coft only four 
Ihillings a bottle, which I take to be the loweft 
price of claret, the fum amounts to eight hun- 
dred and eighty-two pounds. 

Allowing every Siphon but fix hours a 
day to fuck his tw6 bottles in, which is a ihort 
allowance, that time amounts to fix hundred 
and thirty-eight days, eighteen hours ; one full 
quarter of his life, for the above-mientioned feven 
years. Can any rational being coolly confider 
thefe three grofs fums, of wine, and confequently 
diftempers fwallowed, of money laviihed, and 
time loft, without fhame, regret, and a refolu- 
tion of reformation. 

I am well aware th^t the numerous fociety 
-ef Siphons will fay, like Sir Tunbelly, What 
would this fellow have us do ? To which I am 
at no lofs for an anfwer. Do any thing elfe* 
Preferve and improve that reafon which was 
given you to be your guide through^ this world, 

and 
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and to a better. Attend to, and difcharge your 
religious, your moral, and your focial duties* 
Thefe are occupations worthy of a rational 
being ; they Will agreeably and ufefully employ 
your time, and will banifh from your breafts 
that tirefome liftleffiiefs, or thofe tormenting 
thoughts, from which you endeavour, though 
in- vain, to fly. Is your retrofped uncomfort- 
able f Exert yourfelves in time to make your 
profped better; and let the former ferve as a 
back-ground to the^ latter. Cultivate and im- 
prove your minds with reading according to your 
feveral educations and capacities. There are 
feveral iifeful books fuited to them all. True 
religion and virtue- give a chcarful and happy 
turn to the mind, admit of ail true pleafurcs,, 
and even procure the trueft.^ 

Cantabrigius drinks, nothing but watcr^^ 
and rides more miles in a year than the keeneit 
iportfman, and with almoft equal velocity. The 
former keepi his head clear, tiie lattcx his body 
in health. It is not from himfelf that he runs^ 
but to his acquaintance,, a fynonymous term for 
his friends. Internally fafe, he feeks no fandlu- 
ary from himfelf, no intoxication for his mind. 
His penetration makes him difcover and divert 
himfelf with the follies of mankind, which his 
wit enables him to expofe with the trueft ridi- 
cule, though always without perfonal offence^ 
Chearful abroad, becaufe happy at home,^ and< 
thus happy,, becaufe virtuous.. 

%^ / am. obligid^ tcr moffjr correfpondents fif 
litter 5 y which, though hitherto unmticedy will be 
fpiUiJ>ed with all convenient fpeed*- . 
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NujUB, 93. Thuessav^ Qa^ %o^ 1754. 

IT is a very tfue, though a voy trito principk^ 
*^ that the point of perfeftion ia at a middle 
^* diftance between tfae two extranet :'' amt 
whoever is the leaft oonverfiut widi the woiic^ 
will have frequent opportunities of eonvincing 
himfelf of its importancey whether ke appliirs 
it to the morals, manixeifs, or other olgem of 
human a£Hon. 

I SHALL make it the fuBjeft of this day'a 
paper to particularize the danger of paffing toa 
precipitately from one extreme to the other, in 
an inftance which I conccfvc to be of way-ma- 
terial confequence to the entertainment, inflruc- 
tion and virtue of mankind. 

The diftinguifhing eharadlerifUc of the lafl: 
age was Pedantry* Every man appeased fo 
fenfibly convinced of ^e dignity and .H&fulnefs 
of his own profeffion, that he confidercd it a» 
the only one meriting the attention of xeafonable 
creatures, and, wherever he was admitted, in- 
troduced it as fuch, without the leaft res^rd ta 
tames, perfons, or places. It was impoffible to 
fit half an hour with the man of learning, with- 
out difcovering his contempt for every kind of 
difcourfe that was not tindured, like his owti^ 
with the fentiments of Ariftotk or Plato. Di- 
vines were apt but too often to perplex the heads 
of young ladies at tea-tables withfchool diftinc- 
tions, and the depths of metaphyfics ; and fuch. 
jargon terms as capm's, certiorari'a. and pjexnv- 

niise 
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Hire facias's, were ipore frequently die expeC- 
fions of lawyers in t$e /ame cqxnpiuij^ than 
love aiid adoration, the natural ^angua^ of the 
place. A military man no (boner enter^ a room, 
.$hm you aflbci^ted the difcharge of artillery with 
his s^p^ance. The audiority of hi$ voice 
itlei)ce4' every milder fubje£): of converfation, 
an4 die battles of Blenheim and Ramilies, fo 
l^til tp ^e enemy, were fought over again in very 
turbulent defcription, to the no fni5l terror of 
.l|iis peaceable countrymen. 

The wits of thofe times very finely rallied 
this foible : and it has indeed fufteied luch dif 
€ouragement in our days, that an abfurdity, the 
very reverfe, though lefs to be juftified, has fuc* 
ceeded in its place : I mean^ a vicious aiFedla- 
tion, in the prefent age, of avoiding that Pe- 
dantry which fo diftinguifhed the preceding 
one. 

This al{e£bition has been purfued to fuch 
lengths, that a perfon is efteemed very deficient 
in gopd-br^eding, who ventures to explain him- 
felf on any fubjeft, however naturally it may arifp 
in company, which genius, education and his 
partic^I^ profeifion have qualijied him to fup- 
port. As a man of the world, be will divert 
the difcourfe to any other fubjeS, which, being 
entirely unacquainted with, hie is fecure of treat- 
ing in a manner altogether removed from Pe- 
PANTRY. It is principally from this caufe, that 
Gonverfation, which formerly was the means of 
communicating knowledge with the freedom and'^ 
delicacy peculiar to it, and which rendered the. 
groves of Academus, die porches of Lyceum, 
and the walks of Tufculum famous to pofterity, 

is 
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is degenerating into an ufelefs and infipid inter- 
courfe : while the moft trifling amufements that 
relieve us from the anxiety of it, receive all out 
encouragement. 

It is indeed no wonder that clubs and other 
ancient meetings for fociety are grown put of 
fafhion, when pund^ilio not only obliges you to 
be filcnt on thofe topics, which you are inclined,. 
from your knowledge of them, to enter upon 
with freedom ; but lubje<9:s you to the mortifi- 
cation of hearing them difcuued by perfpns wh6 
never talked or thought of them till the prefent 
moment. The fituation of the fpeaker too, in 
fuch afllmblies, can be no. very defirable one, 
v/hile he is voluntarily impofing the necefSty on 
himfclf of attempting a fubjeft, when unprovid- 
ed with matc?riiils for it. 

This cuftom is in no fort confined to mixeif 
companies, where poflibly fome faint excufes. 
might be offered for it ; but operates equally 
where men of the fame profeffion are colledea, 
who to avoid fecming Pedants in. the eyes of 
each other, prefer obfcenity, impertinence, or 
jibfurdity, to a converfation calculated to refleft 
mutual light on thofe ftudies, which either in 
fpcculation or praflice, are the employment of 
thf ir lives. 

A VERY underflanding friend of mine, who,, 
till within this month, has not. vifited London 
for five-and-twehty years, was lartienting to me 
fjfioufly the declenfion of knowliedge in this 
kingdom, and feemed apprehenfive that a coun- 
try fo diflinguifhcd for many ages, was relapfing. 
again into its ancient barbarity. I was fome- 
vh:it furprizcd at the peculiarity of his fenti- 

ments. 
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ments, but did not remain long unacquainted with 
"the caufe of them. It feems my friend had 
' Ipent the greateft part of that week in very dif- 
'ferent fets of company. He had dined in the 
** 'beginning of it at a vifitation, where the Britifli 
herring fflhery, and fome propofals refpefting the 
\public debt had very warmly interefted the up- 
per part of the table. He was the lefs in humour 
to relifh this difpute, as he had been kept up 
till three that very morning, in the neighbour- 
hood of the exchange, as moderator in a con- 
troverfy on fore-knowledge and free-will. The 
next day, in Lincpln's-lnn hall, he was not a 

■ little perplexed with the variety of opinions on. 
the circulation of the blood, the produftion of 
chyle, and the powers of digeftion. It was his 
fortune afterwards to be prefent at Batfon's cof- 
fee-houfe, when the difpofition of the German 
army at the battle of Crotfka, and the laft fiege 
of Cony were fcverally arraigned ; and to liften. 
at the Tilt-yard to many objeftions againft a de- 
cree in chancery, and to a difcourfe employed! 
to afcertain the provinces of reafon, law and^ 
equity. His greateft mortification was in an 

■ admittance that morning to a jun6to of flatef- 
men near Whitehall, from whom nothing tran- 
fpired, after two hours attention to them, except 
Ibme injudicious, tho' modeft conjeftures, on the 
future iport of Newmarket races. 

It was eafy for me, after this explanation,. 
to account for the indifferent opinion my friend 
had conceived of the divinity, law and phyfic ; 
the politics, military knowledge and trade of the 
prefent times : and yet„ from my acquaintance 
' with the chara£lers he had (een, I may venture 

6 
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smy other light, than the unfalhionable one of t 
Pedant. 

♦^* In anfiver t9 Hittaria and her coujm^ I m 
forry to fay that it is not my good firtune to be the 
gentleman who has attra^ed their notice. 

Numb. 94. Thursday, 0£f^ 17, 1754. 

N my paper of laft Thurfdaj, I took notice * 
how much converfation had uifFered from the 
[mgiilar difpofition of mankind in our age to ap- 
pear in every character except their natural one, 
and to confider Pedantry as refledking more dif- 
grace on the perfons tindured with it, than any 
other frailty, or even immorality, incident to 
our nature. I am, however, far from conclu- 
ding this principle (univerfal as it is) to be the 
only obftrudlion to rational fociety i other caufes, 
diflindl in themfelves, or operating in conjunfiion 
with it, have confpired to reduce converiation to 
the ftatc wc lament it in at prqfent. I fhall 
mention tne moft remarkable of thcfe caufes in 
the order they occur to me. 

(3n£ great abufc of converfation has vifibly 
ari fen from our miftaking its end, which is, the 
mutual entertainment and inftruftion of each 
other by a friendly communication of fentiments. 
It is ferioufly to be wifhed that this end were 
purfucd, and that every one would contribute 
with freedom and good-manners to the. general 
improvement from his particular difcoveries. On. 
the contiary, we are apt to confider fociety in; 

no^ 
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■ no other light than as it gives us an opportunity 
of difplaying to advantage our wit, our elo- 
quence, or any other read or imaginary accom- 
pliihment. It is our intention to procure admi- 
ration from it, not improvement, and to dazzle 
our companions with our own brightnefs, rather 
than to receive light by refleftion from them* 
' I knew indeed, an inftance, the very oppofite 
to this, in a late perfon of diftin£tion, who to 
very great qualities had united the talents of a 

■ moft agreeable companion. I could never per- 
ceive that he fupported this charafter by any af- 
fumed fuperiority over his company : it was his 
fingular faculty to difcover the genius of other 
men : no latent merit efcaped his penetration, 
though the proprietor feemed induftrious to con- 
ceal it from the world, and even from himfelf. 
With this advantage he had the heart to engage 
every member ' of the company dii that particu- 
lar fubjed, which he was capable of maintain- 
ing with eafe to himfelf, and benefit to fociety. 
He himfelf at the fame time pretended to no 
more than a common part in that converfation, 
•whicTi derived its merit entirely from his addre(s» 
The tendency of fuch behaviour to enlarge 
knowledge, as well as to procure efteem, cannot 
fail of appearing very evident to my readers* 

There is another defeft, very clofely con- 
neded with the abufe above-mentioned, which 
has proved equally pernicious to converfation : 
I mean the peremptorinefs and warmth that are 
employed in modern conferences. Indeed, whe- 

• ther we write or converfe, the haughty manner, 
the felf-fufficiency, and the contempt of our op- 
ponent that we mix with our arguments, have 

con- 
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confiderabljr prevented the advancement of truth? 
and convi£lioii of error. Modern difputants by 
this method have fubje^led their caufe, though 
perhaps founded in demonflration, to great dif- 
advantages j fince they have not only the pre- 
judices of mankind to combat, but have iippru- 
dently intercflcd their pafltons too againft them. 
In debates, perhaps purely ipeculative, a perfon 
is obliged not only to detend the point in con- 
troverly, but even .his undcrftanding and moral 
character, which are united to the queftion by 
the management of his adverfary. Sir Ifaac 
Newton and Mr. Locke, ornaments to their 
country, their age and human nature, have been 
frequently reprefented as men of weak heads 
and bad hearts, by p^erfons efteemins themfelves 
nothing lefs than philofophers. It does not in* 
deed appear to the unprejudiced, that gravitation 
and cohefion have any vifible connection with 
ethics ; that an attempt to afcertain the poweti 
of the underftanding has a tendency to under- 
. mine revelation : or that thefe writers defer- 
ved to be confidered in any other light thsin 
as ingenious enthufiafts, if xeafon and univerfal 
experience had not confirmed their enquiries to 
be as true as they were beautiful. I have often 
thought that the reception of the Platonic phi- 
lofophy in the world may be attributed more to 
the manner of its delivery, than to th^ fuperior 
excellence of it. If we except the moTid part^ 
which is divinely treated, its difcoveri^s in phj- 
. iics and other branches of fcience did not entitle 
it to be advanced above that of other fe^by 
particularly the Ariftotelian. The difference 
was that tne ipfe diifits ^i4 49gtniLtic:s|) pofitions 

of 
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of the one, made it unpalatable ; vrhiletnoie&yj 
poJitenefs, and deference to the re9^Qn*^d dig- 
nity of mankind, rendered the other lovely even 
to its advarfaries. They were induced oy the 
addrefs of it, to purfue the confequence3 of their 
own opinions till they led them to abfurdity, 
and were not aihamed of a concluiion which 
feemed to be the cS&A pf their ov^n ej(amina-> 
tion. The fame management inclined them to 
adopt with chearfulnefs thofe principles^ which 
were eftabliflied on the ruins of their favourite 
prejudices. It is a little extraordinary that the 
luccefs of this milder method of qifputatipn 
ihould have had no greater influence, on fucceed- 
ing ages \ efpecially fmce the Divine Fpund^r 
of Chriftiai^Hy has, by l^s own example, fo ^m\^ 
nently recommended the fame practice. The 
errors of mankind were treated by him with the 
tendernefs of ^ parent ; and even divine truth 
introduced into th^ mind by perfuafion r^th^r 
than authority. The delivery of them in pa* 
rabies was excellently c^culated to divef|^men of 
prejudices and prions, and to exclude the con* 
fidemtion of felf-intereft from the quefiion 3 at 
the fame time that it ihewed an indulgence to 
the underftanding, by propofms; chiefly general 
truths, and leaving thdr particular application to 
ourfeiye^. 

Th^ f^t^l influence of politics pn fociety, in 
9i country divided into parties like Qur own, h^s 
been top often nvsntioned to require illuftration. 
i fliall obferv^ only, that it has been the occa- 
fipn pf excluding 9 variety of ufeful knowledge 
from fOOTerlaUon, eyen with t)ie men of the 
OWft iao<J«fM« prinfuplfi. T^^^y l)»vfi Ijeen 

cautious 
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cautious of engaging on any fubjcft, which 
might accidentally lead to that of politics; and 
from the natural relation of one fcience to ano- 
ther, have by this means precluded themfelves 
frnm almoft every branch of inftruffive conver-' 
fatinn. It %vas obfervable at the table of a late 
great man, that obfcenity was too often the 
fiibjcft of difcourfe, whicn he himfelf appeared 
not fufficient to difcountenance. To fome fe- 
rious pcrfons, who took offence at his condud, 
he miide the following apology. '* I have at- 
** tempted, fays he, in vain to ftart other fub- 
** jttits, and at the fame time to preferve the 
** harmony of my company. If, for inflance, 
** I introduce the ftate of ancient and modem 
** learning, we enter very foon into a compa* 
•* rifon of the governments they have flburilb- 
** ed under, to the disadvantage of the prefent 
** one, and the perfons that conduft it. If 
** the fubjcft has been philofophy, I have (bme- 
** times apprehended that it would conclude 
** with laying hands on the hilts of fWords^ 
** from divifions on tcJeration, and occafional 
•* conformity. I am therefore under the ne- 
** ccffity of conniving at a fubjed,' in which 
** alone whig and tory, churchman and diflenter, 
** minifterial and anti-minifterial man unite to- 
*' gether, with any degree of chearfulnefs.** 

Another impediment to the revival of con- 
vcrfation may be afcribed to our notion of its 
being intencied as a relaxation from every thing 
fcrious, ufeful or moral. The mind has been 
compared to a bow, which is fometimes un- 
bent to preferve its elafticity : and becaufe the 
bow is ufelefs in a ftate of remiffion, we make 

the 
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the fame conclufion of the human mind, 
lyhereas the mind is an adlive principle, and na- 
turally impatient of eafe ;. it may lofe indeed its 
vigour by being employed too intenfely on par- 
ticular fubjefts, but recovers itfelf ag^n, rather 
by varying its application, than by continuing 
inactive. . Hiftory, poetry, and the lighter parts 
ojf fcience more agreeably relieve us from ab- 
ftra£led ftudies, than a total indolence and dif- 
fipation. it is this continued, though varied 
exercife of the mind, in the hours ofleifure as 
well as of bufmefs, that feems to have given the 
ancients that fuperiority over the moderns, 
which we are more ready, to acknowledge, than 
to enquire into the reafon ofi Even Tully 
himfelf, if he had dedicated his retirei;nent to 
thofe amufements that employ the modern 
world, might have been delivered to pofterity 
with no greater reputation, than what he was 
entitled to from the charafter of an eminent 
pleader and politician. It was in that retire- 
ment, ancl in the hours of coijiverfation, that he"* 
exhaufted thofe fubjefts of reafon and philofo- 
phy, which have rendered him the admiration 
of mankind. I was engaged lately in conver- 
fation with fome friends on a particular branch 
of writing, that of dialogue. Every one ad- 
mired the eafe of the ancients^ in it, and con- 
demned the moderns as fiiiF and unnatural. I 
agreed in opinion with them, but thought their 
refle£lions as much a fatire on the age as the 
writers. Modern dialogue appears unnatural, 
becaufe the fcenes^ the perfons and the fubje<Sts 
it allbciates, are feldom united in real life. It 
was natural for an ancient writer to reprefent 

Varro 
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Varro, Atticuis, Brutus, iit* dircuffing fufcjefts 
of the utmoft importance to mankind in pe^ce't 
or gardens, becaufe the great men of Rome fr&- 

Juently fpent dieir retirement in this manner. 
t would feem the very reverie to introduce in 
our d^ys Sir Thomas requefting my lord duke to 
rcfume his arguments for the immatseriaUty of 
the foul under the {hade of a beech^free, or to- 
treating him to penetrate into the reeefies of the 
wood, that he may purfue without interruption 
his enquiry into the foundation ofmondity. The 
reafon is, that difquilitions of this kind do not 
frequently engage the thoughts of our great men : 
or if they really think of them, they apropriate 
thinking to the particular apartments they call 
their ftudies. When they chance to penetrate 
into the gloohi of woods, it is in purfuitof game, 
not of truth. The convferfation in gardens is not 
of an elevated kind j and the circular feats round 
fpfeading tr6es ufually infpire other thoughts than 
abftrafted ideas. 

I SHALL clofe this fubjcft with lamenting the 
injury done to fociety by our unnatural exclufion 
of the fofter fex from every converfation either 
ferious or inftruftive. The moft enlightened 
ages of the world entertained jufter notions of 
their merit: even Socrates, the father of ancient' 
wifdbm, was fond of acknowledging that he had 
learrit eloquence from Afpafia. I may ^d of the 
fex, 'that they derive feme advantage ovtr-us from 
the very defeats of their education : their minds 
operate With more freedom, and with the -ge- 
nuine fimplicity of uncorrupted nature. They are 
not fettered, like ours, by principles and fymins, 
nor confined to the particular modes of think- 
ing. 
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ihg, that prevail in colleges and fchdola. Thcf 
livelihefs too of their imagination entitles them 
to a place in the graveft, as well as the m<>ft 
chearful company; I will not even e)cce^ Ae 
Synrpofia of philofophers : for, to cohclude a 
little learnedly, though dembhflration itfelf hiay 
appear principally to depend bn the judgment, 
jret the difcovery of intermediate ideas, neceflary 
to it, is more particularly the province of in- 
vtntion. 



Numb. 95. ThuIisdaV, Ofiohr 24, 1754. 
Medio tutijfimus ibis. Ovid. 

To Mr. FiTz-AbAM. 

THE golden mean, or middle track of life^ 
has always been efteemed the beft, be- 
caufe it is the happieft : and I believe, upon en- 
quiry, it will be found to be the happieft, be- 
caule the people fo fituated are the wifeft part of 
mankind j and being the wifeft, are T>eft able to 
ftibdtie thofe turbulent paffions which are the 
greateft enenlTes to happrnefs. 

But has not a man of the firft rank and for- 
tune a greater opportunity, in proportion to that 
fortune, to acquire knowledge, than a man in 
Aiiddling circutiiftahces ? Moft certainly he has ; 
and I make no doubt but that perfons of the firft 
quality would be perfons of the firft underftand- 
injg, if it was not -for one very material obflacle, 
6 I mean 
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I mean fashion. There are no two charaften 
fo entirely incompatible as a man of fenfe and a 
man of fa&ion. A man of fafhion muft devote 
his whole life to the fafhionable pleafures : among 
the firft of thefe may be reckoned gaming, in the 
purfuit of which we cannot allow him lefs than 
a third part of the twenty- four hours; and the 
other fixtccn (allowing for a little fleep) are to 
be fpcnt in amufements, perhaps lefs vicious, 
but not more agreeable. 

I ts^ouLD not here be underftood to mean, 
that every man of quality is a man of fafhion j 
on the -contrary, I know feveral whofe titles 
fcr^'e to make their merits more confpicuous: 
but I cannot help obferving, that the noble lord 
who holds the firft place amongft the men of wit 
and genius, has not been known to alter the 
cock of his little hat for above thefe twenty 
years. 

If we confider the loweft clafs of life but for 
a moment, we fhall not be at a lofs to account 
for their ignorance. They have little more time 
from thf^ir labour than what is neceflary for re- 
frefliment. They work to fupply their own ne- 
cefTities, and the luxuries of the great. Let hs 
examine how far thefe two extremes of life re- 
fcmble each other in their recreations and diver- 
fions. John Slaughter, the butcher, trots his 
coofe-rumped mare twelve miles within the hour 
for twenty guineas. My lord rides his own horfe 
a match for five hundred. Two bricklayers la- 
bourers play at all-fours in an ale-boufe on a Sa- 
turday night for their week's wages. His Grace 
and Count "Baflct are doing the fame thing at 
Whitii's for all they are worth in the world* 

My 
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My lord, having been unfortunate in an amour, 
fends to the doctor at Whitehall, Tom Errand, 
in the fame dilemma, runs away to the licentiate 
upon Ludgate-hill. In their tafte too they are 
the fame. It is common in our theatres for the 
plaudit to come at one and the fame time from 
the boxes and the upper ^Uery. In their plu- 
rality of wives and miftreiles, m their non-obfer- 
vance of religious ceremonies, and in many other 
particulars, which I fliall forbear to mention, 
they feem entirely to agree. 

For my own part, I imbibed early the love 
of mediocrity ; and I find it growing upon me 
. as I increafe in years ; infomuch that my dif- 
courfe, let the fubjeft be what it will, is gene- 
rally tinftured with it. Nay, I am e^en afraid, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, when I tell you fome little 
anecdotes of my life, that you will accufe me of 
running into the extreme, by adhearing too 
clofely and circumftantially to the medium. For 
example. I gave more for my chambers than I 
need to have done, becaufe I would have them 
in the Middle Temple, a fituation very agree-^ 
able to me, as lying in the midway between the 
city and the court. I have never thought myfelf 
fo happy at the play-h.oufe, fince Burton's box 
was taken down, though I always fit in the cen- 
ter of the middle gallery. Ana to tell you the 
truth, I have often wiflied myfelf fhorter, becauf* 
I am fomewhat above the middle ftature. 

This particular way of thinking very fre- 
quently fiibjeAs me to little rudenelles and af- 
fronts. It was but t'other night that a young 
gentleman of our inn, who afpires at b^ing lord 
' chancellor, wilhed me in the middle of % horfe- 

Vol, II, M pond. 
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pond, for dwelling perhaps a little too long on 
the happinefs of a middle ftate ; and it is no new 
thing to me at Nando's, to overhear the fmarts, 
at my entrance into that coiFee-houfe, crying 
out, ** Here comes old Medium." 

These, Mr. Fitz^Adam, are difagreeable 
diings ; but then I have the felf-fadsfaction of 
luiowing that I am in the rij^ht. But I trefpaft 
on your patience, and bendes, have made my 
letter longer than I intended : I ihall therefore 
conclude abruptly with that excellent wilh of 
Agur's, " Give me neither poverty nor riches." 

I am, &r. 

By way of fupplement to the above, and to 
illuftratc by example the abfurdity of running in- 
to extremes, I (hall prefent my readers with ano- 
ther letter, which I received iome time ago from 
a female correfpondent. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
I AM an humble coufin to two iifters, who 
though thev are good-humoured, good fort of 
people, ana (all things confidered) behave to me 
tolerably well, yet their manners and difpofitions 
are fo extremely oppofite, that the talk of plea- 
fmg them is rendered very difficult and trouble- 
fome. The eldeft of my coufms is a very jollv 
free-hearted girl, and fo great an enemy to all 
kinds of form, that you ^Idom fee her with fo 
much as a pin in her gown ; while the voungeft, 
who thinks in her heart that her filter is no 
better than a slattern, runs into the con- 
trary extreme, and is, in everv thing fhe does, 
an abfolute fidfad* She takes up almoft as. 
4 ..- . . o^vch 
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much time to put on a gown, as her fiflcr docs 
to dirty one. The eldeii is too thoughtlefs to 
rememoer what (he is to do, and the youneeft is 
{o tedious in doing it, that the time is dways 
elapfed in which it was neceflary for it to oe 
done. If you lend any thing to the eldeft, you 
are fure to have it loft ; or it you would borrow 
any thing of the youngeft, it is odds but (he 
remfes it, from an opinion that you will be lefs 
careful of it than herfelf. Whatever work it 
done by one fifter, is too flight to hang together 
for an hour's wear ; and whatever is undertaken 
by the other, is generally too nice and curious to 
be finifhed. 

As they are conftantly bed-fellows, the firft 
fleep of the eldeft is fure to be broke by the 
youngeft, whofe ufual time for undrefling and 
folding up her cloaths, is at leaft an hour and a 
half, allowing a third part of that time for hin- 
drances, occafioned by her elder fitter's things, 
which lie fcattered every where in her way. 

If they had lovers, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 1 know 
exaftly how it would be : the eldeft would lofe 
hcr*s by faying yes too foon, and the youngeft' 
by faying no too often. If they were wives, the 
one would be too hafty to do any thing right, 
and the other too tedious to do any thing plea* 
fing : or were they mothers, the daughters of th* 
eldeft would be playing at taw with the boys^ 
and the fons of the youngeft dreffing dolls with 
the mifles. 

I WISH, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that" you would be 

fo kind to thefe coufins of mine as to favour 

them with your advice. 1 told you already, 

that they arc both good-humoured, and if you 

Ma could 
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could prevail upon the eldcft to borrow from the 
youngeft a little thought and neatiiefs ; and upon 
the youngeft to add to her exadnefs a little of 
the carelefs freedom of the eldeft, you would 
make them very amiable women, and me the 
happieft of all humble coufins. I am. Sir, 
Tour con/iant reader^ 
and tnoft bumbU Jirvant. 

M. A. 
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I Was not a little furpri^ed the other day at 
receiving a letter by the penny-poft, acquaint- 
ing me that notwithitanding all I had faid in a 
former paper concerning the general reformation 
that had taken place by means of thefe efTays, 
there were people amougft us who were takins 
pains to undo all I had done ; and that unlcfs I 
exerted myfelf notably on a new occafion, my 
labours for the good of mankind would fall* fliort 
of their intention. The writer of this letter pro- 
ceeds to inform me, that he has lately obtained a 
fight of a dramatic manufcript (taken, as he fup- 
pofcs, from a hiftory in Machiavel) called Bel- 
PHEGOR, or the Married Devil, which ma- 
nufcript, he is credibly afTured, is intended to be 
oiFered at one of the theatres this very feafon. 
My correfpondent inveighs greatly againfl the 
evil tendency of this piece, of which he has fent 
me a fhort tranfcript, intreating my publication 
of it, as a warning to the managers a^nft con- 
fcnting to its exhibition. The tranfcript, which 
I confifts 
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coniifts only of one fhort fcene, together with 
the introdudtion, is cxadlly as follows. 

Belphegor, a heathen devily in the difguife 
ef chriftian flejh and bloody makes his entrance upon 
the'Jiage ; where ^ after a clap of thunder^ and fe- 
deral fiajhes of lightening^ another devil of a frnailer 
Jize^ dreffed tike a lacquey^ in a fiamc-cohured li- 
V£ry^ trimmed with black and Jluck round with 
fireworks y rifes from a trap-doory delivers a Utter 
to Belphegor, andy making a very hw boWy 
defcends in thunder and lightening as -he rofe. 
Belphegor then comes forwardy and reads the 
letter y which contains thefe words : 

'' Forasmuch as our true and trufty devil 

'* and coufin,' Belphegor, hath, in obcdi- 

'< ence to our commands, fubmitted' himfelf to 

** the torments of the married ftate for one 

-•* whole year upon earth, thereby to inftruft us 

*' in the nature of wives, and to get remiflion 

*^ of punifliment for all hufbands in this our 

.*• realms; and We, well knowing the many 

<< miferies he hath endured in this his ftate of 

.*' flcfli, and being gracioufly pleafed to releafe 

*< him from his bondage, have ordered that the 

** earth do open at fix in the evening of this 

** prefent day, to readmit him to our dominions.. 

*' Given at our palace, &c. 

" Pluto." 

Belphegor expreffes great joy at reading the 
letter ; and while he is t/janking Plutq for his 
clemency y and congratulating himfelf that his de- 
liverance is near at hand^ Harlequin enters at 
the back of the Jlage^ looking very difconfolatefyy and 
M 3 bowing 
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hewing to Belphegor, who after furveying him 
with wonder^ exclaims as folhws. 

Bel. Hey-day ! Who, in the name of Pro- 
serpine, have we here ? Some other devil upou 
a frolic too, I fuppofe I He looks plaguy difcon- 
tented. ] f thou art a devil, fpeak to me. (Har» 
leqtdn Jhakes his head) A Frenchman, I prefume ; 
but then he would have found his tongue fooner. 
Are you married, friend ? 

Har. a very miferable fellow, fur. 
Bel. Why, ay ; that founds a little like ma- 
trimony. But who are you ? For by the knave's 
look, and fool's coat, you ihould be ibme ex- 
traordinary perfonage. 

Har. I could eat a little, fir. 
Bel. Very likely, friend. But who are you, 
I fay ? 

Har. a poor Harlequin, fir ; married yefter- 
day, and now running away from my wife. 
Bel. a Harlequin! What's that? 
Har. Were you never at the play-houfe, 
fir ? A Harlequin is a man of wit without words *, 
his bufmefs is to convey moral fentiments with a 
nod of the head, or a make of the nether parts— 
ril fhew you after dinner, if you pleafe, fir. 

(Belphegor waves his hand^ and a table 
rifes with provijion and wine.) 

Har. Sir, your moft humble fervant. If it 
was not for hunger, now, I fhould beg leave 
to afk, fir, if you are not the devil. (Sits d§wn 
and eats.) 

Bel. a devil that will do you no harm, 
friend. 
Har. But ajT you really the devil, fir ? 

Bel. 
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Bel. Have you any objeftion, Mr. Harle- 
quin ? 

Har. None in the leaft, fir; it is not n^y 
way to'objeft to trifles. Sir, my hujnnrble duty 
to you. (Drinks,) Yes, yes, fir, you muft be 
the devil, or fome fuch great perfon. And pray 
fir, if one may be fo bold to afk, how go matters 
below, fir ? I fuppofe you have a world of fine 
company there. But 1 am afraid, fir, the place 
is a little too fmoaky for the ladies. 

Bel. To thofe who bad not been ufed to 
town indeed' 

Har. To be fure, fir, the town Js a very 
natural preparation. You live pretty much as 
^ we do, I fiippofe ? 
• Bel. Pretty much fo, as to the pleifurcs of 
the place ; rather lefs fcandal among us. 

Har. And more finning, perhaps ? 

Bel. V«ry little difference as to that : hypo- 
crify we have none of ; people of fafhion, you 
know, are above hypocrify ; and we are chiefly 
people of faihion. 

Har. No doubt, fir. A good many new- 
comers I reckon from England ? 

Bel. a good many, friend ; we are particu- 
larly fond of the Englilb. 

Mar. You have them of all profeffions, I 
prefume ? 

Bel. Lawyers we do not admit. They are 
good fort of people in general, and take great 
pains to come among us j but I don't know how 
it is, we arc apt to te jeadous of them, I think— 
and fo they go a little lower down. 

Hak. Divines of all religions, I fuppofe ? 

Bel. Rather of no religion, friend : of thofe 
M 4, we 
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we have abundance ; and very much rtfpc&ci 
they are indeed. 

Har. Phyficians too, no doubt ? 

Bel. And that's a little odd ; for we have no 
deaths among us ; and yet there is no country un- 
der Heaven, I believe, fo flocked with phyfi- 
cians as ours. 

Har. And traders, pray ? 

Bel. a world of them, of the better fort* 
The induftiy and wealth of thofe gentlemen 
will always lecure them a warm place with Us. 

Har. Atheifts I fuppofe in plenty ? 

Bel. Atheifts! Not that I remember. We' 
have abundance of fine gentlemen ; but I never 
heard that they profeflcd atheifm below. 

Har. And pray^ fir^ do any of the pkyers 
make you a vifit ? 

Bel. I never heard that they went any where 
clfe. They are a little unmanageable indeed ; 
but we have them all, from Rofcius^ of Rome, 
to Joe Miller of Drury-lane : and a fine com- - 
pany they are. Befides, we have all the wits 
that ever wrote ; and then we have no licencer 
to be a check upon their fancies j though I don't 
remember that lewdnefs has been carried a de* 
gree farther than with You. 

Har. Very likely, fir. But pray, fir, if I 
may be indulged, who are your favourite ladieg 
at prefent ? 

Bel. Why, indeed, among fo large a num* 
ber, it is hard to fay which. The nuns of all 
nations are reckonea ;nighty good fort of wo^ 
men ; but a devil of true tafle will tell you that 
a thorough-bred Englifh woman of qualiQr will 
£0 beyond them. 
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Har. You arc pleafed to compliment the 
Englifh ladies, fir. And what extraordinary bu- 
finefs, if I may have leave to a&, may have been 
the occaflon of this vifit ? 

Bel. Curiofity and a wife : the very two 
things that fend you gentlemen upon a vifit 
to us. 

Har. May be fo. And pray, fir, what ftay 
do you intend to make ? 

6el. Only this evening. 

Har. Can I do you any fervice, fir ? 

Bel, Ay ; you fhall make love to my wife? 

Har. Her ladyihip is from hell too, I fuppofe ? 

Bel. Going thither as faft as ihe can, Mr. 

.Harlequin But I hear her coming; wajk 

this way, and I'll inftruft you. Exeunt. 

THtJS ends the fcene ; which my corr^/pon- 
-dent inveighs againft with fo much bitternefs, 
that when! confider it throughout, I am almoft 
of opinion that (in the fafhionable phrafe) he is 
takiyig me in, and that he has defired.my publica- 
tion of it in order to excite curiofity, and to get 
the piece talked of before its appearance upon 
the ftage. And indeed this, method of puffing 
by abuse is frequently the moft fuccefsful of 
any ; for as in thefe very reformed times a wick- 
ed book is fo rare to be met with, people will be 
tempted to read it, out of mere curiofity. 

I remember a very fceptical pampnlet, that 
• was no where to be feen but in the booldbller's 
{hop, till the author bethought himfelf of feleA- 
ing the moft ofFcnfive paifages of it, and by 
printing them in the Daily Advertifer, and cal- 
ling upon the clergy to confute, and the magi- 
M 5 ftrate 



«74 THE WORLD. N<» 97. 

ftrate to fupprefii ib pernieioos a performsuice, he 
rarried it through thj-ee impreffions in left than a 
fortnight. If my prefent correfpondent has adopt- 
ed this plan> I fliall take care to counterwork his 
defign, by giving it as mv opinion, that the above 
icene (however it may oe objeded to by people 
of a particular turn) is perfeAly harmlefs. 

Numb. 97. Thursday, Nov. 7, 1754. 

THE following letter is written with fuch 
an air of truth, that though it comes from 
one of thofe unhappy creatures who have al- 
ways a ftory to tell in palliation of their infamy, 
I cannot refufe givine it a place in this paper. 
If the artifice that Undid this pcfor girl be a com- 
mon one, it may poffiblv be lefs pra£tifed by be- 
ing more knowm All I fliall farther fay is, that 
I have made no other alteration in the letter, than 
to correft falfe fpellings and a few errors in the 
Engliih. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Si^R, 

I AM the daughter of very honeft and repu- 
table parents in the north of England ; but as an 
account of my family does no way relate to my 
flory, I fhall avoid troubling you with any far- 
ther particulars on that head. At tlxe age of fe- 
■venteen i i:ad leave from my father and mother 
to accompany a neighbouring family of fome 
diftincUon to town, havi;^^ lived in the ftriAelb 

inti- 
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intimacy with the young ladies of that family 
ever fince I was. a. child. 

At our arrival in town, we were vifited by a 
great deal of company, and among the reft, by^ 
a young gentleman of fortune, who feldom pafTcd 
a day. without feeing us. As this gentleman's 
family, and that of my friends,- had been long 
acquainted, his admiffion to us was without the. 
leaft ceremony ; and indeed he was looked upoti 
by the young ladies and myfelf rather as a brother 
than a vifitor. I had often obferved, aftd I con^ 
fefs with a fecret fatisfa<%i6n,.that his behaviour, 
to Me, efpecially when alone, was ibmewhat 
more particular tnan to any of my companions ; 
and I could not help placing it to his favourable 
opinion of me, that he was continually contri-^ 
vine parties abroad to amufe and entertain us.. 

One afternoon, having been troubled with, 
the head-ach in the morning, and having there- 
fore excufed myfelf from dining and fupping out 
with the family where I lived, he called, as he 
had many times done, to afk us to the play. I 
expreffed my concern at the ladies being froni- 
home, but fooliflily fuffered* myfelf to be per- 
fuaded to go alone with him into the gallery, af- 
ter having been laughed at for my objedtions,, 
and told that I ought to have a better opinion of 
him than to think hi.m capable of afking me t6 
do any improper things , 

Whejj the play was over,, we took coach to- 
return home ; but the coachman having ne 
doubt received his lefTon^ flopped juft at the door 
of a tavern, telling us that one of the traces wa» 
to-oke, and that he could go no farther. ' I AifFer- 
ed myfelf to be handed into the taverft, while- 
M.6. aacther 
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another coach was called, which not being im- 
mediately to be had, my- companion obferved to 
me fmiling, that it was a happy accident, and as 
the family I lived with would Hot fup at home, I 
ihould be his gueft that evening ; and without 
waiting for a reply, ordered fupper and a bottle 
of champaign. It was in vain that I remon- 
ilrated againft this propofal ; he knew, he faid, 
that my mends would not return till twelve ; and 
there could be no kind of harm in eating a bit of 
chicken, and drinking a glafs of wine where we 
were. I was frightened at the thoughts of what 
I was doing, but was indifcreet enough to con- 
fent. His behaviour to me all the time was the 
moft refpeftful in the world. He took care to 
engage my attention by fome interefting difcourfe, 
afluring me as often as I attempted to move, that 
it was quite early, and that till a coach could be 
had, it was to no purpofe to attempt going. 

I VERY freely confefs, that being extremely 
heated at the playhoufe, I was tempted to drint 
a glafs or two of wine more than I was accu- 
ftomed to, which flurried me a good deal ; and 
as my heart was by no means indifFerent to Him 
who was entertaining me, the time pafTed away 
almoft imperceptibly. However, recollecting 
myfelf at laft, I iniifted peremptorily upon go- 
ing ; when, feeing me in earneft, he pulled out 
his watch, and, as if violently furprized, de- 
clared it was^aft two o'clock ; adding in the 
greatefl feeming confternation, that it would be 
impoffible for me to go home that night, and 
curfing his own folly for the mifchief he had 
brought upon me. 

I WILL not attempt, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to de- 

fcribe 
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fcribe the confufion I was in. Yet ftill I infifted 
upon going home, which he endeavoured to dif- 
fuade me from, by faying, that he too weH 
knew the temper of the gentleman at whofe 
bouie I Hved,. to think of carrying me thither 2t 
{o late an hour ; that he would condudl me to a 
lady of his acquaintance, who fliould wait on 
me home in the morning, and make an excufe 
for my lying out, I anfwered him, that I would 
lie no wnere but at home ; that I detefted myfelf 
for going out with htm, and that I would retufn 
immediately, let the hour be what it would, 
** Let us go firft of all, replied he, to the lady's, 
** where 1 will leave you but for a moment, and 
** fee if the family are fitting up for you ; for to 
** knock at the door and be refufed admittance 
^^ would ruin your reputation in the opinion of 
** all the neighbourhood." I ftill inAfted upon 
going home ; and a coach was accordingly cal- 
led and procured ; but inftead of carrying me to 
my friends, it flopped at a houfe m another 
ftreet. Here I was forced againft my will to 
alight. The miftrefs of it was up ; a circum- 
ftance which I would have wondered at, if I had 
not been frightened almoft to death, and in-^ 
capable of thinking, fpeaking, or knowing what 
J did. 

The wretch, after having apologized to the 
lady for the diftrefs he had brought me into, left 
me in great hafte, to bring me intelligence of 
what was doing at home. He returned in a ihort 
time, and with the ^reateft feeming concern in 
his countenance, tdd me, that be had learnt 
from one of the fervants, that the family had 
fupped at home j that they were cxafperated 

againft 
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mgainft me beyond forgivenefs ; that they coa*- 
eluded me undone; and that they had fwom. 
never to admit me into their doors a^ain- 

I WAS quite thunderftruck at this intelligence^ 
and accufed the wretch who brought it me as the 
vileft of men. He fell upon his knees, conju- 
ving me not to think him capable of any defign in. 
what was done, and vowing to facrince his life 
and fortune to reinftate me in the good opinion of. 
my friends.. I was obliged now to put myfelf un-- 
der his prote&ion ; but refufed going to bed,, 
though preffed to it by the lady of me houfe,. 
who called herfelf his relation. Early in the 
morning, taking the lady along with him, he 
pretended to go again to my friends ; but return- 
ed to me with an account that they were quite 
outrageous againft me, and abfolutely determi- 
ned never, to fee me again. I wrote to them in the. 
moft moving manner that my heart could indite, , 
and gave the letter to the care of this falfe friend. . 
I wrote alfo to my parents letter after, letter, hut. 
without receiving a fyllable from them in return;, 
fo that I now looked upon myfelf as compjetely 
undone. The anxiety 1 fuffered threw me into* 
a fever, during which time the wretch hardly 
ever ftirred from my. bed^rfide, vowing that, 
his life depended upon my recovery. X was . 
foon indeed reftored to my health, but never to> 
my peace. My betrayer began now to talk to ^ 
me of love ; and I began fooliflily to regard him 
as one that had fufiered too much for. what L 
could not impute to him as a crime.. He faw, 
and took care hourly to improve, . my too favour- 
able opinion of him ; and at length (for why 
ihould I dwell minutely on whatX wiih for ever. 

t«u. 
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to forget ?) by a thouiand ftratagems on his fide, 
and by fatal inclination on my own, irrecoverably 
undid me. 

From that very day his afiedion began to 
cool : and (will it be believed when I tell it ?) 
grew in a very little time to hate me to that de- 
gree, that in order to get rid of me, and to make 
our feparation my own a£^, he confefled to me 
the whole fcheme he had laid to get me ) {hewed 
me advertifements in the papers from my friends, 
and parents, offering rewards for mv difcovery ; 
and returned me the letters I had written to 
-them, every one of jwhich he had detained. 

I STOOD aftoniihed at his villainy, and abhor- 
red him in my foul. But alas ! it was now too 
late for me to apply to friends. Ruminating one 
afternoon on my deplorable condition, I was fur-- 
prized at feeing an elderly lady enter my cham- 
ber. She made me an apology for her vifit, and 
very frankly told me, that from diftant liihts- 
which Ihe had that day received from the miftrefs 
of the houfe, flie apprehended I was fallen into 
bad hands; which, if true, fhe would be glad 
to aflift me to the utmoft of her power. She 
fpoke this with fo much afteftion and good- 
nature, that I made no fcruple of telling her my 
whole ftory, which fo extremely afFeSed her,, 
that ihe fhed tears while I fpoke, and often in- 
ternipted me with her exclamations againft the 
villainy of men. At the conclufion me offered? 
that moment to take me away, affuring me that 
-her houfe, her purfe, and her fincereft friendfhip. 
Ihould always be mine. I would have fallen on' 
my knees to thank her, but (he prevented me ; 



aSo T H E W OR t D. N*'^;. 

and ordering a coach to be called, fhe conveyed 
Mie that very evening to her country-houfe. 

I STAYED there a week, and met with the 
.moft kind and tender treatment from her. She 
compelled me to accept of fomc changes of 
clothes and linen, and then brought me to her 
houfe in town ; where, in lefs than four-and- 
twenty hours, fhe told me without the leaft ce- 
remony, that I no doubt knew for what purpofe 
(he had taken me, and that as I could have no 
pretenfions to modefty, (he hoped my behaviour 
would be fuch as fhould give her no occafion to 
repent of her kindnefs to me. I defired to un- 
derftand her, and was informed (though not in 
plain words) that my benefat^refs was a bawd, 
and that fhe had taken me into her family for 
. the mofl infamous of purpofes. I trembled with 
amazement, and indfled on leaving the houfe that 
inftant. She told me, I was at full liberty to do fo ; 
but that firfl I muft pay her for my lodging and 
clothes. She fpoke this with great eafe and care- 
leffnefs, and then left me to myfelf. I ran down 
flairs widi precipitation ; but alas ! fcarce was I 
out of the ftreet before I was flopt and brought 
back by a bailiff v/ho had a writ againft me. I 
requefted that I might have leave to write to the 
gentleman from whom I had been taken : for 
bad as he *7as, I faid, he would not utterly de- 
fert me. I was permitted to write as I defired ; 
and the wretch indeed anfwered my letter j but 
it was only to tell me, that as I had thought pro- 
^ per to run away from him, he fhould have no- 
thing farther to fay to me ; and that, in fhort, I 
muft either fubmit to conditions, or go immedi- 
ately 
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ately with the bailiiF. Frightened at the horrors 
of a prifon, and hoping that my ftory might 
move companion in thofe to whom I was to be 
introduced, I conTented to do as they would have 
me ; but alas, fir ! I was miftaken j they liften- 
ed indeed to my ftory; but inftead of melting at 
my misfortunes^ they adored me, they faid, for 
my invention. At length, having led the life of 
a proftitute for more than a month, I attempted 
to make a fecond efcape, and to fly to the hands 
of juftice for proteftion : but I was again caught, 
and carried te a fpunging-houfe j where, after 
remaining two days, a gentleman who had been 
admitted to me at that vile woman's, came to 
fee me in my confinement, paid off the debt fdr 
which I was arretted, and took me to be his 
miftrefs. 

But though the life I now lead is in fome 
degree more fupportable than that which I have 
efcaped from, yet to one who hopes that (he has 
ftill fome remains of principle left, it is terrible 
and ibocking. My friends know what I am, and 
what I have been, but they rejeA and bate me : 
and I have not the leaft glimmering of hope ever 
to recover from the fituation I am in, unlefs my 
ftory ftipuld merit the compaffion of Him to 
whom I now fend it, and find a place in the 
World. Vile as lam, I would be otherwife 
if I might. I am not old in wickednefs, though 
I have gone fuch lengths in it; being now 
really and truly but juft turned of eighteen, and 
having left my father's houfe no more than fifteen 
months ago, two of which months I have lived 
in innocence and reputation with the moft worthy 
Qffamilicst 

Aa 
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As to him who has brought upon me all this 
weight of mifery, and who ferenely and uncon- 
cernedly can refleft upon what he nas done (for 
fo I am fure he does) I have nothing to fear, and 
nothing to hope. I can therefore have but one 
inducement to defire your publication of this let- 
ter, which is, that my friends may know that I 
have gained that credit with a ftranger which 
they have refufed to give me, and that I am really 
and truly an objed of compaffion. 
I am. Sir, 

(though loft to myfclf) 

Tour fmft faithful humble fervant. 



Numb. 98. Thursday, Nov. 14, 1754. 

TT gives me great pkafure that I am able in 
j[ this day's paper to congratulate the polite part 
of my fellow-fubjeas of both fexes, upon the 
glenoid revival of that moft rational entertain- 
ment, an Italian opera. Of late years it had 
ieem^ to ficken, fo that I greatly feared that the 
unfuccefsful efforts which it made from time to 
time,* were its convulfxve and expiring pangs. But 
it now appears, and indeed much to the honour 
of this country, that we have ftill too many pro- 
testors and protedtreiTes of the liberal ' acts, to 
fulFer that of mufic, the moft liberal oif them all^ 
to fmk for want of due encouragement. 

I AM fenfible that Italian operas have fre- 
quently been the objedls of the ridicule of many 
of our greateft wits 5 and, viewed in one light 
only, perhaps not without fome reafon. But as I 

confider 
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confider all public dlveriions fingly with regard 
to the effects which they may have upon the 
morals and manners of the public, I confefs I 
refpeA the Italian, operas, as the moft innocent 
of any. 

The fevere monfieur Boileau juftly condemns 
the French operas, the morals of which he 
calls 

"Morale lubrique 



^e Lulfy rechauffa des fins de fa mujique. 

But then it muft be confidered that French ope- 
ras are always in French, and confequently may 
be underftood by many French people ; and that 
they are fine aramatic tragedies, adorned with 
all the graces of poetry and harmony of founds, 
and may probably infpire too tender, if not vo- 
luptuous fentiments. Can the Italian opera be 
mccufed of any thing of this kind ? Certainly 
not. Were, what is called, the poetry of it in- 
telligible in itfelf, it would not be underftood by 
one in fifty of a Britifli audience: but I believe 
that even an Italian of common candor will con- 
fefs, that he does not underftand one word of it. 
It is not the intention of the thing : for (hould 
the ingenious author of the words, by miftake, 
put any meaning into them, he would, to a cer-r 
tain degree^ check and cramp the genJus of the 
compoler of the mufic, who perhaps might think 
himfelf obliged to adapt his founds to tne fenfe : 
whereas now he is at liberty to fcatter indifcri- 
minately, among the kings, queens, heroes and 
heroines, his adagio's, his allegro's, his 
l»ATHETics, his chromatics and his jiGcs. 

It 
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trary, I might fay that it fignifies a!moft every 
thing elfe, Confequently thofe refpeftable titles 
of VIRTUOSO and virtuosa have not the leaft 
celation to the moral characters of the parties. 
They mean only, that thofe perfons (endowed, 
fome by nature,^ and fome by art, with good 
voices) have from their infency devoted their 
time and labour to the various combinations of 
feven notes: a ftudy that muft unqueftionably 
have formed their minds, enlarged their notions, 
and have rendered them moft agreeable and in- 
firuCtive companions; and as fuch, I obferve 
that they are juftly folicited, received and che- 
lifhed by people of the firft diftindtion. 

As thefe illuftrious perfonages come over here 
with no fordid view of profit, but merely per 
far placer a la mbtlita Inglefe^ that is, to oblige 
theEnglifh nobility, they are exceedingly good 
^d condefcending to fuch of the faid Englifh 
nobility, and even gentrv, as are defu-ous to 
contract an intimacy witn them. They will, 
for a word's fpeakin^, dine, fup, or pafs the 
whole day with people of a certain condition, 
and perhaps fing or play, if civilly recjuefted. 
Nay, I have known many of them fo good as 
to pafs two or three months of the fummer at 
the country feats of fome of their noble friends, 
and thereby mitigate the horrors of the country 
and the manfion-houfe, to my lady and her 
daughters. I have been affured Dy many of their 
chief patrons and patroneffes, that they are all 
the hejl creatures in the world; and from the time 
of fignor Cavaliero Nicolini down to this day, 
I have conftantly heard the feveral great, per- 
formers, fucbasfarinelli, Careftiniy Montic^lli) 

Gaf- 
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Gafiarielli, as well as the iignore Cuzzoni, 
Fauftina, &c. much more praifed for their affa- 
bility, the gentlenefs of their manners, and all 
the good qualities of the head and heart, than 
for either their mufical (kill or execution. I 
have even known thefe their focikl virtues lay 
their proteftors and protedlreffes under great dit- 
iiculties how to reward fuch diftinguiflied merit* 
But benefit-nights luckily came to their affift- 
ance, and gave them ^n opportunity of infinua- 
ting, with all due regard, into the hands of the 

Eeiformer, in lieu of a ticket, a confiderable 
ank-bill, a gold fnuff-box^ a diamond ring, 
or fome fuch trifle. It is to be hoped that the 
illuflrious fignor Farinelli has not yet forgot the 
many inllances he experienced of Britifh muni- 
ficence : for it is certain that many private fa- 
milies Jiill remember them. 

All this is very well ; and I greatly approve 
of it, as I ani of tolerating and naturalizing 
principles. But however, as the beft things may 
admit of improvement by certain modifications, 
I ftiall now fuggeft two : the one of a public, 
the other of a private nature. I would by all 
means welcome thefe refpedable guefb, out I 
would by no means part with them, as is too 
foon and too often the cafe. Some of them^ 
when they have got ten or fifteen thoufand 
pounds^ here, unkindly withdraw themfelves and 
purchafe eflates in land in their own countries ; 
and others are feduced from us, by the preiling 
invitations of fome great potentate to come over 
to fuperintend his pleafures, and to take a (hare 
in his counfels. This is not only a great lofs 
to then: particular friends, the nobility and genr 

try, 
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try, but to the nation in general, by turning the 
balance of our mufxc^ commerce confiderably 
againft us. I would therefore humbly propofe, 
that immediately upon the arrival of thefe valu- 
able ftrangers, a writ of ne exeat regnum (hould 
be iffued to keep them here. The other mo- 
dification, which I beg leave to hint at only, it 
being of a private nature, is, that no virtuoso 
whole voice is below a contralto^ fhall be taken 
to the country feat of any family whatfoever ; 
much lefs any ftrapping hdler, baffoon or bafs 
viol, who does not even pretend to fing, or if he 
does, fings^arough tenor, or a tremendous bafs. 
The confequences may be ferious, but at leafl: 
the appearances are not edifying. 

#X>OO<XX)C'0O<?>C>C>0'<XXXX><* 

Numb. 99. Thursday, Nov. 21^ 1754. 

Prudens futuri temporis exitum 
Caliginoja noSfe prejnit Deus ; 
Ridetqucy ft mortalh ultra 

Fas trepidat. J^od ade/l^ numento 
Componere aquus. HoR. . 

IT requires very little experience of the world 
to difcover that mankind feldom enjoy the 
prefent hour, but are almoft continually employ- 
ing their thoughts about the future. This dif- 
pofition may indeed ferve to delude fome people 
into a happinefs, which, otherwife, they would 
never know; and \ye fometimes fee men en- 
gaging in profpefts apparently difadvantageous 
to themfelves, that they may enjoy the comfort- 
able 
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able thought of having benefited their families. 
But unfortunately this is not the general turn of 
mankind ; and, I am afraid, ftill lefs fo of my 
countrymen than of any others : they are con- 
flantly looking towards the dark fide of the 
profped, fearing every thing, and hoping no- 
thing. 

- This unhappy difpofition feems to fpread its 
baleful influence more fatally in this month, 
than in any other in the whole year : for befides 
the colds, vapours and nen'^ous difordcrs with 
which individuals are afflifted, the state al- 
ways fufFers exceedingly during this month. I 
myfelf remember this country undone 
every November for thefe forty years. The 
truth is, that to make amends for that levity and 
di^pation of thought which horfe-racing and 
rural fports have occafioned in the fummer, 
every zealous Englifhman fits down at this fea- 
fon ferioufly to cohfidcr the flate of the nation ; 
and always, upon mature reflexion, concludes 
that matters are fo bad, that the bufinefs of go- 
vernment cannot pofTibly be carried on through 
another feflion. The products of the ,prcls, 
either proceeding from perfons really aftefted 
by the feafon, or cunningly defigning to fuit the 
gloomy difpofition of the buyer, ail tend to in- 
creafe this diforder of the mind. Serious Confix 
derations^ The Tears of Trade^ The Groans of 
the Plantations^ and the like, are the titles that 
fpread the fale of pamphlets at this feafon of the 
year ; while The Cordial of low Spirits, and The 
Pill to purge Melancholy nave no chance for a 
vent, till the fpring has given a turn to the 
Vol. II. N blood. 
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J HEARD th« t>tb^ day with great pkafure 
froiA my iftbrAy fKfeM Mr> Sodiky^ that 
r. Jpoh«rif:m*S El^lifli di^tonaryv Witk a grai^i- 
mar land h^^ftoTt oTo^ir tenguage ptte&ced) will 
h^ j>uUi(faM thte 1?^tery in two fat^ volumes 
ib, foliov 

I HAD lotig k^cHnttd that w^ had no kwfut 
ft^dalrd of ^ur language fet up, for thofe to re-= 
pair to> who tifiigtft chufe to fpeak and write it 
grammatically aM t^rreftly : and ! huve a» long 
wiihed th^t eidieir Ibme one ^ert^ of dJA^n^uifr^ 
^ abilities livodM: Undertake the "wotlt fii^gly, l# 
Aat a certain niittiber of g;entlemen <»imuld fortn 
th^fdvfs, ^ be formed by *he gdvertimeiit, 
into a fociety ft^ that pHrpofe. The talc iftge^ 
tAoiks Deftot^ Swift 'pro'iK^ « ptei of thfe ^na- 
t\i^ to hi3 friend (as he ^otrght him) ^6 Id^i 
treafttrcr Ox7fo)*d ^ bttt without focceft j ^ecifion 
and perfpiCulty iiot being in genertel the flivtHiH^ 
objeAs 6( minifters, «nd perhat>8 ftiH kfs fo of 
that minifter thiHimy oth^. 

Man* pto^ have iitiigined that fe ex^tt^ 
five k work "^^suM hHvt been heft t^ifti«ied Is^ 
a «Hmber of -j^etfoh^ w!ib fiioiM hwu tsAjen 
their fevehd deplHtmeM^ t^f e:x<ftn)inki|, l^king*^ 
winnowing (I borrow this image from me Italian 
Crufca} purifying, and -finally fixing our lan- 
guage, by inccA-poratiftg their refpeitive fund« 
into -ohe joint ftock. But whether this opinion 
he true or falfe^ I, think the public in general, 

and 
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and the republic of letters in particular, greatly 
obliged to Mr. Johnfon, for bavins undjcrtakeiy 
and executed fo great and defirdble a work^ 
Perfedlion is not to be expe^ed from man ; but 
if we are to judge by the various works of Mr*.; 
Jx>hnfon, already published, we have good rea-l 
fon to believe that be will bring this as near to ; 
perfeflton as any one man could do. The plan ; 
o( it, which he publiflied fome years ago, feems ; 
to me to be a proof of it. Nothing can be more \ 
rattondly imagined, or more accurately and ele** 
gantly exprd&d. I therefore recommend the 
previous perufal of it to all thofe who intend tor 
buy the di<Elionar;^, and who^ I fuppofe, are all 
thofe who can aftord it. 

The celebrated di£lionaries of the Florentine 
juid French academies owe their prefent ii%z 
and pexfe(5lion to very fmall beginnings. Somr 
private gentlemen at Florence, and fome at 
Paris, had" met at each other's houfes to talk 
©ver and cpnfidcj* their reipe£livc languages : 
upm which they publi&ed fome flxort eiiays, 
iviiicb ellkys were the embrios of t^ofe perfect 
f)roduAioD8, that now do fo much honour to 
the two nations. Even Spain, which feems not 
to be the foil where, of late at leaft, letters 
iiave either profpered or been cultivated, has 
4>roduce(l a diAionary, and a good one too, of 
the Spaniih language, in fix large volumes in 
iblio. 

' I CANNOT help thinking it a fort of diigrace 
to our nation, that hitlxrto we have had nji» 
fttch ftandard\ of our language ; our dic^ionsuies 
St prefent being more properly what our neigh- 
hevaas the Dutch and the Gemiana call theirs^ 

N 4 WORD* 
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WORD-BOOKS than diftionaries in the fuperior 
ienfe of that title. All words, good and bad, 
are there jumbled indifcriminately together, in- 
fomuch that the injudicious reader may fpeak, 
and write as inelegantly, improperly and vul- 
. garly as he pleafes, oy and with the authority ©f 
one or other of our word-books. 

It muft be owned that our language is at 
prefent in a ftate of anarchy; and hitherto^ 
perhaps, it may not have been the worfc for it. 
During our free and open trade, many words 
and expreffions have been imported, adopted, 
and naturalized from other languages, which 
have greatly enriched our own./ Let it ftill 
preferve what real ftrength and beauty jt may 
have borrowed from others, but let it not, like 
the Tarpeian maid, be overwhelmed and crulh- 
cd by unneceflary foreign ornaments. / The time 
for aifcrimination feems to be now come. To- 
leration, adoption and naturalization have run 
their lengths. Good order and authority are 
now neceffary. But where fhall. we find them, 
and at the fame time the obedience due to themi 
We muft have recourfe to the old Roman ex- 
pedient in times of confufion, and chufc a dic*^ 
tator. Upon this principle I give my vote for 
Mr. Johnfon to fill that great and arduous poft. 
And I hereby declare that I make a total furren-^ 
der of all, my rights and privileges in. the Eng- 
lifh language, as a free-born Britifh fubjeS, 
to the faid Mr. Johnfon, during the term of his 
tliftatorfliip. Nay moriC ; I will not only obey 
hjm, like an old S^oman, as my di<Elator, but 
like a modern Roman, I will implicitly believe 
m him as my pope^.and hold him to be infal- 
- . lible 
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lible while in the chair ; but no longer. More, 
than this he cannot well require ; for I prefume;. 
that obedience can never be expefted when 
there is neither terror to enforce, nor interefl to- 
invite it. 

I CONFESS that I have fo much honeft Eng- 
lifh pride, or perhaps prejudice about me, as ta 
think myfelf more confiderable for whatever 
contributes to the honour, the advantage, or the 
ornament of my native country. I have there- 
fore a fenfible pleafure in refledting upon the ra- 
pid progrefs which our language has lately made, 
^d ftill continues to make all over Europe. It 
is frequently fpoken, and almoft univerfally un- 
derftood, in Holland; it is kindly entertained 
as a relation in the moft civilized parts of Ger-. 
many; and it is ftudied as a learned language,.. 
though yet little fpoke, by all thofe in France 
and Italy, who either, have, or pretend to have^. 
any learning. . 

The. (preading the French language over 
moft parts of Europe, to the degree of making 
it almoft an univerfal one, was always reckoned 
among, the glories of the reign of , Lewis the 
fourteenth* . But be it remembered, that the fuc- 
cefs of his arms firft opened the way to it ; 
though at the fame time it muft be owned, that 
a great number of moft excellent authors who 
fiourifhed in his time, added ftrength and velo- 
city, to its progrefs. Whereas our language has 
made its way fmgly by its own weight and 
merit, under the conduft of thofe leaders, Shake- 
ipear. Bacon, Milton, Locke, Newton, Swift, . 
Rope^ Addifon, &c. A nobler fort of conqueft,; 
N 5^ . anJ^ 



litti a far mov^ gtorious tfi^A^, iititt gk^aced 'hf 
none but willing captives ! 

These aotlwrs^ dnni^ fer d*e moft pait 
but indiiferendy tratiAiftH iii^^^ign languages^ 
gave other nations a (ample of. the Bn't^fli ge- 
nhit. The cot>iel9, ifripetf^ «s tikey were^ 
^leafed and excited a general deftt^e of feeing the 
c^riginals'; an^ both tywr authors a^ oUt luti-^ 
gtfage ftjon bec*ame elaffical^ 

But a grammar, a ^iftionary, and t hiftofy 
ef *our language, througli its feveral illagtss^ 'vv^ere- 
£11 wanting at h<^e, and ifnfp<»timatet)r.<:alted 
for from a&oad. Mr». Johnfotfs lfi*f€K*s will 
acrny and, 1 dare fey, very felly, fti^ly that wan t^. 
und gready contrHyutfe to the fertfifei- fpteadrng of 
am language ia^tliet ootfntries. Learners were 
flifcotira^d by findrng r\6 ftandard 'to ^fart to,, 
tni tonfequenriy tb-dttght h intapaMfe of any.. 
They will *iow be uodcSeived awd ^entouraged. 

There are many hints and conrid<A^ti4t>iis re- 
lative to our latogua^, which I ftould bavc taken. 
Ae liberti|;rf fuggefting to Mt. Jdhiiibn, had I 
IK^^een convinced ttot tficy bave 'equally oc-» 
curred tK> hioi : but there i^ one, and a very iDa- 
tierial one it is, to which peifeaps he may n43t 
kave given all the neceffary attention. 1 Yneam. 
l5ie gcnteeler ^rt of otir langufige, which owes 
ioth its Tfk a»d progrefs to my fair CouAtt^- 
tt^GFmen,. whofe natural turn i^^ moi^ to "Ate «o^ 
pioufnefe, than to the corre£Kon 6f <^iAion. X 
Would not advffe him to be raft Enough td* 
profcrfbe any 6f irtiofe happy redimdancaes^ aftdf 
Juxuriancies of expreffiwi, whh whkfti iSiey httve 
enriched our language. They wiltittgly inflifl: 
fetters, but very unwilliiigly fubmit to wear 
I them.. 
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them. In.this cafe the taik will be fo difficulty 
that I de£gn -as a common friend, to propofe 
in ibme future paper^ the means which appeac 
to ine the mo& lilcely to reconcile matters.. 

P. S. I Moe^ that none of my coorteous 
Maders will upon this occa£on be fo uncour--^ 
teotts, as to {uipe& me of being a hii^ and in- 
tereffed puff of ^s woric $ for I moft folemnly 
proaeft, that nether M^. JobskCon^ nor anv per-* 
km employed by hira,, nor any bookfeller or 
boidldmers concerned ik the fiiccefs of it, have 
ever ^ofiered oie the ufual oonipiiment of a pair* 
of gloves -or a bottle of wiae ; aor has evoa Mr- 
Dodiley, though my pubUfber, and as I am in- 
formed, deeply inte^efted in the fale of this dic- 
tionary, fe much as invited me to take a bit off 
nmtton with him. 

%a^ Vi^ %»/ Va^ W^ V/ V)tf^<^^Mf V^ V^ V^ Va^ %A^ ^^ V/ ^«f Vi^ V^ 

■M9 *t" arm tr^ ttt* f^p tnt in sp kb qt* as kv oj «s ■>n> ks on trm 

Numb. ioj. Thursday, Dec. 5, 1754. 

WHEN I intimated in my laft paper 
fome diftruft of Mr. Johnfon's'com- 
plaifance to t^e £airer part of his readers, it was 
becaufe I had a greater opinion of his imparti- 
ality and fever ity as a judge, than of his gallantry 
as a iifie gentleosian. Aiid indeed I am well 
aware of the difficulties he would have to en- 
counter, if he attempted to reconcile, the polite^, 
with ijne grammatical part of our language. 
Should he, by an a<5): of power, baniih and at«> 
taint many of the favourite words and expreffions 
with which the ladies have fe profufely enriched 
our lan^uage^ he w;ould excite the indignation 
N 6. of- 
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of the moft formidable, becaufe the moft lovely- 
part of his readers : his diftionary would be con- 
demned as a lyftem of tyrannr, and he himfelf, 
like the laft Tarquin, run tne rifque of bein^ 
depofcd. So popular and fo powerful is the fe- 
male caufe ! On the odier hand, (hould he, by 
an aft of grace, admit, legitimate and incorpo- 
rate into our language thofe words and expref- 
fions, which, haftily begot, owe their birth to 
the incontinency of female eloquence ; what 
fevere cenfures might he not juftly apprehend 
from the learned part of his readers, who do 
not underftand complaifances of that nature ? 

For my own part^a? I am always inclined 
to plead the caufe i^pbiy fair fellow-fubjedb, 1 
ftall now take the' hberty of laying before Mr. 
Johnfon thofe arguments which upon this occa- 
lion may be urged in their favour, as introdufto- 
nr to the compromife which I fliall humbly of- 
fer and conclude with. 

Language is indifputably the more imme- 
diate province of the. fair fex : there they (hine, 
there they exceK The torrents of their elo- 
quence, efpecially in the vituperative way, ftun 
all oppofttion, and bear away, Jn one promifcu-; 
ous heap, nouns, pronouns, verbs, moods and 
tenfes. If words are wajiting (which indeed 
happens- but feldom) indignation inftantly makes 
new ones ; and I have often- known four or five 
fyllables that never met one another before-, 
hafljly ahd fortuitoufly jumbled intQ fome word 
of mighty import. 

Nor is the tender part of our language left 

obliged to that foffe and amiable fex j their love 

being ^t leaft as produftive as their indignation. 

- - - Shouli 
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Should they lament in an involuntary retirement 
the abfence of the adored object, they give new 
murmurs to the brook, new founds to the echo, 
and new notes to the plaintive Philomela. But 
when this happy copioufnefs flpws, as it often 
does, into gentle numbers, good Gods ! how is; 
the poetical di£^lon enriched, and the poetical li- 
cence extended ! Even in common converfation, 
I never fee a pretty mouth opening to fpeak, but; 
I expe£l, and. am feldom dtfappointed, fome new. 
improvement of our language. I remember ma-t 
ny expreffivc words coined in that fair mint. I 
amfted at the. birth of that moft fignificant.word 
FLIRTATION, which dropped from the moft 
beautiful mouth in the world, and which has 
fince received the fanftion of our moft accurate 
Laureat in one of his comedies.. Some inattenr 
tive and undifcerning people have, I know, 
iaken.it to be a term fynonymous with coquetry j 
but. I lay hpld of this opportunity to undeceive 
them, and eventually to inform Mr. Johnfon^ 
that FLIRTATION is Ihort of coqiktry, and inr 
timates. only the firft hints of approximation, 
which fubfequent coquetry may reduce to thofe 
preliminary articles,, that commonly end in a de-r 
finitive treaty. 

I WAS alfo a witnefs to the rife and progreft 
of that moft important verb, tq fuzz; which,, 
if not of legitimate birth, is at leaft of fair extrac* 
tion. As I am not fure that it has yet mad^. its 
way into Mr. Johnfon's literary retiren-ient, I 
'.think myfelf obliged to inform him tV-.t it is at 
prefent the moft ufeful, and the moit ufed word 
ia our language 5 ftnce it. means no lefs than 

dealing 
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dealing twice together widi tbe fame pack of 
cards, -for luck's feke, at whist. 

Not contented with enriching onr language 
by words abfolutely new^ my iair country-women 
have goiae ilill farther, and improved it by the 
application and e?ctenfion of old ones to various 
and very difierent fignificationft* They take a 
word and change it, like a gYuiiea into Ailliiigs 
for pocket money, to be cmploj^ in the fcveial 
occafi^nal purpofes of the day. Tor inftanoe, 
the adjedHve vast and its adverb vxstly mean 
any thing, and are the h&ionMt words of the 
init>ft fflimnabte peof^e, A £ne woman (under 
this hearf I comprehend all fine gentlemen tz>o, 
not kaicwing in truth where to place them pro- 
perly) is VASTLY obliged, or vastly oifended, 
TARTLY glad, or VASTLY forry. Large objcifts 
are vastly great, fmali ones are vastly little; 
and I had la^y the pieafuj-e to hear a £ne wo- 
man proftccmce, by a happy metonymy, a very 
fn>all gold fnuff'-box that was praducea in com- 
pany to be VASTLY pretty, becaufe it was vast- 
ly little* Mr. Johnfon will do well to confider 
fcrioufly to what degree he will reftrain the various 
and extenfive figni^cations of this great word. 

Another very material point fliill remains to 
be confidered ; I vneam tlie orthogi^hy of our 
ismguage, which is at prefent very vanoos and 
«n fettled. 

We fhave at pueiewt two very difFcrejit ortho- 
graphies, the PEOANTic, and the polite j the 
one founded upon certain dry 'Oralftcd rules of 
r ^etymology atai gramfnar, the od^r fingly upon 
fhe juftnefs and 4eUcacy 4a£ the ean^ I am tho- 
. xoughJy perfuaded that Mr. Johnfon will endea- 
« VQur. 
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vMT -w efta^Kft tbc fbimer; and I perfeAhf 
irgMre wkh ham^ prodded it can be quietly^ 
krdugitt abottt. Spellings is well lis mufic, is 
ktter performed by book, than merely by the 
ear^ whioh ^ay be variiwfly afle£faed by die jfame 
founds, I tlKuefiwre mcA eaxtieftly roocnupmend 
to my ^iT c«iuAtry^'waaien^ and to their faidiful, 
or fkuMefs fervantS) the fme gentlemen of tJu» 
tealtn^ to iumender^ as well for their own pri«* 
va«e, as for the pubHc utility, all their luiCitral 
fights and privih^ of mif^^fpdling, wiuoh they 
foLVt fo iong tasy^tcdj and (6 yigoroally exerted. 
I ba^e really known very fatal tx>n£5qaences at«» 
tend that kiofe and uncertain praflice of AtJ&i-^ 

etJLAR OftTHOCRAPHT ; of Whlch I Sail JKO^ 

duce two inftances as a fuffictent warning. 

A veHY fiPte gentleman wrote a very isanm- 
k& innocent letter to a very fine kdy, giving her 
an account «f icmit tricing ^oommiflkxfis which 
he had executed iKxrmding to her t>ideEs% This 
letter, thoi^h directed to the lady, was, by the 
miftalce of a fervant,. deKvered to, and opened by 
the 'hufband ; who iinding all his attempts ta 
«nderftaad it nnfuccefsful, took it for granted, 
that «t was a concerted cypher, under which a 
cmiiixiai correi^picntdence, not much to has x>wn 
honour or advantage, was fecredy carried on* 
With idle letter in diis hand, avid rage in Ibis 
keart, iie went isnmediateJy to his wife;, and re- 
proadbed her i« die nac^ injurious terms with 
lier fuppofed infidelity. The lady, confcious of 
lier own innocence, calmly requdted to fee the 
grounds of fo uiguft an :accufation ; and being 
Accaftomed «o the .auricular orthography^ 
ihift to read to her incenfed hufband the 

mofl 
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moft inoffenfive letter that ever was written. 
The hufband was undeceived,, or at kaft wife 
enough to feem fo ; for in fuch nice cafes one 
muft not peremptorily decide. However, as fud- 
den imprcffions are generally pretty ftrong^ he has. 
been obferved to be more fufpicious ever fince. 

The other accident had much worfe confe- 
quences. Matters were happily brought, between 
a fine gentleman and a fine lady, to the decifive 
period of an. appointment at a third place. Th 
pkci where is always the lover's bufinefs, tha 
time when the lady's. Accordingly an impatient 
and rapturous letter from the lover fignified to 
the lady the houfe and ftreet where ^ to which 
Ek tender anfwer from the lady affented, . and ap-r 
pointed the time when. But unfortunately, from 
the uncertainty of the lover's auricular or- 
thography, the lady miftook both houfe and 
ftreet, was conveyed in a hackney chair to a 
wrong one, and in the hurry and agitation which . 
ladies arc fometimes in upon thofe occafions, 
rufhed into a houfe where fhe happened to be 
known, and her intentions confequently difco-* 
vered. In the mean time the lover pafled three 
or four hours at the right plkce, in the alternate 
agonies of impatient and difappointed love, ten-?, 
der fear and anxious jealoufy. 

Such examples really make one tremble; 

and will, I am convinced, determine my fair 

feUow-fubjedls and their adherents, . to adopt, 

and fcrupuloufly conform to Mr, Johnfon's rules 

; of true orthography by book. In return to 

/ this conceffion, I ferioufly advife him to publifli, 

I Igr way of appendix to his great WQrk, a genteel 

Neof - 
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Neological diftionary, containing thofe polite, 
though perhaps not ftri£Uy grammatical words 
and phrafes, commonly ufed, and fometimes un- 
derftood, by the beau mokd. By fuch an 
aft of toleration, who knows but he may, in 
time, bring them within the pale of the Englifli 
language ? The beft Latin diftionaries have com- 
monly a fhort fupplemental one annexed, of the 
ebfolete and barbarous Latin words, which pe» 
dants fometimes borrow to fhew their erudition. 
Surely then, my country-women, the enrichers, 
the patronefles and the narmonizers of our lan- 
guage, deferve greater indulgence. I muft alfo 
hint to Mr. Johnfon, that fuch a fmall fupple- 
mental dictionary will contribute infinitely to the ' 
fale of the great one ; and I make no queftion 
but that under the proteftion of that little work,. 
the great one will be received in the genteeleft 
hou^. We fliall frequently meet with it in la- 
dies drcfling-rooms, lying upon the harpfichord, 
together with the knotting bag, and fignor Di- 
Giardino's incomparable concerto's; and even- 
fometimes. in the : powder-rooms of our young, 
nobility, upon the fam^ fhelf with their German: 
flute, their powder-mafk, and their four-horfo 
whip. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 102. Thursday, Dec. la, 1754. 
Proferet in lucem ffeciofa vocabula rerum. Hon. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

AS an Englifliman^ I gnttefulljr applaud the 
zeal you iliew for afcertaining our language; 
and am equally ready to acknowledge tbe ufe and 
even the neceffity of the keologicai« di&ionary, 
mentioned in your laft paper. I muft however 
b^ leave ib far to difient from you as to doubc 
ifae propriety of Jcnning to the fixed and perma- 
nent ftandard of our language, a vocabulary a£ 
Words which perifli and are forgot within the 
compafs of the year. 

That we are obliged to the ladies for moft 
•f thefe ornaments to our language, I readily jstc-^ 
knowledge; but it niuft aifo bs odcaorwlodged 
tfaait it wpuld be degradisig tbeir inveatioBi to 
fcppofe they would deflk a perpcCnity of itijr 
tfainff whofe iofs they can fo eanlj^ f^ply* It 
would be no lefs an error to imagine that they 
wanted a repofitory for their words after they 
have worn them out, than that they wifhed for a 
"wardrobe to preferve their caft-ofF faftiions. No- 
velty is their pleafure : fingularitv and the love 
of being before-hand is greatly flattering to the 
female mind. From hence arifes the prefent tafte 
for planting, and the pleafure the ladies take in 
ihewing their exotics, as giving them an oppor- 
tunity of talking Greek. With what refpedlful 

plea* 
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pleafurc do their admirers gai&fe, while their pret- 
ty mouths troll out the Toxicodendron, Chry- 
lanthemum, Orchis, Tragopogon, Hypericum, 
and the like ? 

FkoM hence only can we account for Uiat jar- 
gon which the French call the B^n ton^ which 
they are obliged to change continually^ as foon 
as they find it prophaned by any other company 
but one ftep lower than themfelves in their de- 
grees of politenefs. A lady armed with a new 
word, exults with a confcious fuperiority, and 
exercifes a tyranny over thofe who do not un- 
derftand her, like the delegates of the law, with 
their Capias, Latitat y and Venire facias : but a 
word which has been « month upon the town 
lofes its force, and makes ^ poor a figure as the 
hm put iiito EnglKb, 

In order therefore to interpret every new word, 
and what is flill more important, to give the dif-» 
fcrent acceptations of the fame words, according 
to the various feiifcs ii\ which they are received 
and "undetftodd in the dt<Fei«ent paits ^f this ex- 
tcnCvc tnetropoiJs, \ wi6«ld recommend a fmail 
poitabk voei^ulary to#e annually publifiied and 
bouind tip witii tlie almanack. It is of great con- 
feq«ence tlitta wotic of this nature Aould be duly 
aM 'Carefully eieecuted, becaufe though it is very 

r* iv6us t^beigftorasit, it is much more terrible to 
deceived or Unified ; and this is greatly to be 
appwehettded from the abufe of turning oM words 
from their former fignification to a fenfe not only 
t«ery dlSferent, but often diretHy contrary to it. 
Twe -fcoiniflg a nctr WorJ, diat is to fay, a new 
foimd, which had no fenfe previoufly affixed to 
it, will probaiWy have no other ill ^ffitdl than pu«>- 

zling 
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zling for a while the underftanding and memory : 
but what fhall we fay to the turn which the pre- 
fent age has taken of giving an. en tire new fenfc 
to words and expreflions, and that in fo delicatp 
a cafe as the characters of men ? I remember 
when a certain perfon Informed a large company 
at the polite end of the town, that, in the city, ^. 
GOOD MAN was a term meant to denote a man 
who was able and ready at ^11 times to pay a bill 
at fight, the whole affembly fhook their heads, 
and thought it was a ftrange perverfion of lan- 
guage. And yet thefe very perfons are not aware 
that the phrafes they commonly ufe would ap- 
pear equally ftrange on the other fide Temple- 
bar. A SILLY FELLOW, for inftance, would 
there be thought a weak young man, who had 
been fo often impofed upon that he was not 
worth a groat ; inftead of that, it is the mofl: 
common term for one who poflefles the very for- 
tune, talent, miftxefs or preferment which his 
defcriber wifties to have. In like manner, a silly 
womAn implies one who is more beautiful, 
young, happv and. good-patured than the reft 
of her female acquaintance. Odd man is a 
term we frequently hear vociferated in the ftreets, 
when a chairman is in want of a partner. But 
when a lady of quality orders her porter to Jet 
in no ODD people, fhe means all decent, grave 
men, and women who have never been talked of, 
manv of her own relations, and all her huf- 
bana's. 

Besides thofe words which owe their rife to 
caprice or accident, there are many which having;^ 
been long confined to particular profeiSons, offiices, 
diftriiSls, climates, &c. are brought into public 

ufe 
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ufe by fafliion, or the reigning topic on which con- 
vcriation has happened to dwell for any confider- 
able time. During the great rebellion they talk- 
ed univerfally the language of the fcriptures. 7i 
your tentSy O Ifraely was the well known cry of 
fzStion in the ftreets. They beat the enemy 
from Dan even unto Beer/heboy and exprefled them- 
felves in a manner whic]^ muft have been totally 
unintelligible, except in thofe extraordinary 
times, when people of all forts happened to read 
the Bible. To thefe fucceeded the wits of 
Charles's days; to underftand whom it was 
neceflary to have remembered a great deal of 
bad poetry ! as they generally began or conclud- 
ed their difcourfe with a couplet. In our own 
memory the late war, which began at fea, filled 
our mouths with terms from that element. The 
land war not only enlarged the fize of our fwords 
and hats, but of our words alfo. The peace 
taught us the language of the fecretary's office. 
Our country fquires made treaties about their 
game, and ladies negociated the meeting of their 
lap-dogs. Parliamentary language has been ufed 
without doors. We drink claret or port according 
to the ftatc of our finances. To fpend a week in 
the country or town is a meafiire 5 and if we dif- 
like the meafiire^ we put a negative upon it. With 
the rails and buildings of the Chinefe, we adopt- 
ed alfo for awhile their language. A doll of that 
country, we called a jofs, and a flight building 
a pagoda. For that year we talked of nothing 
but palanquins, nabobs, mandarins, junks, fi- 
poys, &c. To what was this owing, but the 
war in the Eaft-Indies ? 

I WOULD 
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I WOULD therefore farther propofe, in order 
to render this work complete, that a fupplement 
1>e added to it, which (hall be an explanation of 
the words, figures and fonfts of fpeech of the 
country, that will moft probably be the fuhje£t 
of converfation for the enfuing year. For in- 
fia^ice. Whoever confiders tne deftination of 
our prefent expedition,^ muft think it high tim^ 
to publifli an interpretation of Weft-India phrafes, 
ii^hich will foon becs)me fo current among us, 
that jv> man will b^ fit to appear in company^ 
^who (hall not be able tp ornament his difcourf^ 
with thofe jewels. For my part, I wi{h fuch a 
work had been publifljed time enough to hav? 
affifted pie in reading the following extra£l of 
a letqer from one of our colonies, 

** The Cbipp&wayi and Orundaks are ftill 

" very troublefome, Laft week they y^a^^^^i one 
*^ of our Indians : but the $ix nations continue 
** firm ; and at a meeting of Sachems it was de- 
>* ter mined to tah up tloe hatchet ^ and make th^ 
** war-kettle boiL The French defired to frnoak 
** the calumet of peace ; but the half-king would 
*' not confcnt. They offered thtjpeech-helty but 
** it\was refufed. Our governor has received 
*' an account of their proceedings, together with 
** a Jiving of wampum^ and a oundU of Jkin^ to 
*' brighten the chain, ^* 

A woRi^ of this kind, if well executed, can- 
not fail to make the fortune of the undertake^: : 
fol- I am convinced that A guide to the new- 
English tongue muft have as great a fale as the 
Britiih Peerage, Baronetage, J^e^ifter of Races, 
Lift of the fioufes, and other fuch-^like nomen- 

clators. 
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ciators, which conftitute the uleful part of the 
tnodein library. 

I am. Sir, 

Tcur humbli fervant* 



I Ax 
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I A M never better pleafed than when I can 
vindicate the honour of my native country j 
at the fame time, I would not endeavour to de- 
fend it prqK>fteroufly, nor to contradi<5l the eyes, 
the fenfes of mankind, out of ftark good patrio- 
tifm. The fluAuating condition of the things of 
this world neccflarily produces a change in man- 
ners and morals, as well as in the face of cotin- 
.tries and cities. Climates cannot operate fo pow- 
erfully on conftitutions, as to preierve the fame 
chani£ler perpetually to the fame nations. I do 
not doubt but in fome age of the world the Boeo- 
tians will be a very lively whimfical people, and 
famous for their repartees ; and that our neighbour 
iflanders will be remarkable for the truth of their 
ideas, and for the precifion with which they will 
deliver their conceptions. Some men are fo bi- 
gotted to antiquated notions, that if they were, 
even in this age, to write a panegyric on old 
England, they would cram their compofition 
with encomiums on our good-nature, our bra- 
very, and our hofpitality. This indeed might 
he a panegyric on old England, but would have 
very little refeipblance to the modern charac- 

teriftics 
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teriftics of the nation. Our good-nature was ne* 
ccflarily foured by the fpirit of party ; our cou- 
rage has been a little cramped by the aft of par- 
liament that reftrained prize-fighting ; and hof- 
pitali^ is totally imprafticable, fmce a much 
more laudable cuftom has been introduced, and 
|>revailed univcrfally, of paying die fervants of 
other people much more than their mafter*s din- " 
ner coft. Yet we fhall always have virtues fuf- 
ficient to countenance very exalted panegyrics : 
and if fome of our more heroic qualities are 
grown obfolete, others of a gentler caft, and bet- 
ter calculated for the help of fociety, have grown 
up and difFufed thcmfelves in their room. While 
we were rough and bold, we could not be polite ; 
while we feafted half a dozen wapentakes with 
firloins of ^ beef, and fheep roafted whole, we 
could not attend to the mechanifm of a plate, no 
bigger than a crown piece, loaded with the legs 
of canary birds, dreffed a la Pompadour. 

Let nobody ftart at my calling this a polite 
nation. It fhall be the buiinefs of this paper to 
prove that we are the moft polite nation in Eu- 
rope; and that France muft yield to us in the 
extreme delicacy of our refinements. I might 
urge, as a glaring inftance in which that nation 
' has forfeited her title to politenefs, the imperti- 
nent fpirit of her parliaments, which, though 
couched in very civil-worded remonftrances, is 
certainly at bottom very ill-bred. They have 
contradifted their monarch, and croffed his cler- 
gy in a manner not to be defended by a people 
• who piqued thcmfelves upon complaifance and 
attentions.— But I abominate politics : and when 

I am 
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I am writing in defence of politenefs, (hall cer- 
tainly not blend fo coarfe a AibjeA with fo civil 
a theme. 

It is not virtue that conftitutes the politenefs 
of a nation, but the art of reducing v^ce to a 
fyftem that does not (hock fociety. Polite- 
ness (as I underftand the word) is an univerjal 
defire of pleajing others (that are not too much beloto 
one) in trifes^ for a little time; and of making one^s 
intefcourfe with them agreeable to both parties, by 
civility without ceremony^ by eafe without brutality^ 
by acquiefctme without fmcerity. A clergyman who 
puts his patron into a fweat by driving him round 
thejroom, till he has found the cooldl place for 
him, is not polite. When Bubbamira changes 
her handkerchief before you, and wipes; her neck, 
rather than leave you alone while (he fliould 
perform the refrefning office in next room, I 
(hould think (he is not polite. When Boncoeur 
(hivers on your dreary hill, where for twenty 
years you have been vainly endeavouring to raife 
relucSlant plantations, and yet profefs that oniy 
fome of the trees have been a little kept back by 
. the late dry feafon, he is not polite ; he is more ; 
he is kind. When Sophia is really pleafed with 
the ftench of a kennel, becaufe her hu(band likeis 
that (he (hould go and look at a favourite litter, 
(he mufl not pretend to politenefs j (he is only a 
good wife. If this definition, and thefe inftaiice^ 
are allowed me, it will be difficult to maintain 
that the nations who have had the moft exten- 
five renown for politenefs, had any pretenfions 
to it. The Greeks called all the reft of the world 
barbarians : the Romans went ftill farther, and 
treated them as fuch. Alexander, the beft-bred 

Vol. II. hero 
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h^ro amongft the former, I muft own, was polite, 
snd fliewed great attentions for Darius's fa- 
mily ; but I queftion, if he had not extended his 
ATTENTIONS a little farther to the princefs Sta- 
tira, whether he could be pronounced quite well- 
bred. As to the Romans, fo far were they 
from h^ing any notion of treating foreigners 
with regard, that there is not one claffic author 
that mentions a fingle ball or mafquerade given 
to any ftranger of diftinftion. Nay, it was a 
common pradice with them to tie kings, queens, 
and women of the firft faftiion of other countries 
in couples, like hounds, and drag them along 
their via Piccadillia in triumph, for the entertain- 
meilt.of their Ihop-keepers and prentices. A 
practice that we Ihould look upon with horror ! 
What would the Examiner have faid, if the duke 
of Marlborough had hauled marfhal Tallard to 
St. Paul's, or the -Royal Exchange, behind his ' 
chariot ? How defervedly would the French have 
called us savages, if we had made marflial Bel- 
Irfle pace along the kennel in Fleet-ftreet, or up 
Holbourn, while fome of our minifters or gene- 
rals called it an ovation? 

The French, who attempt to fucceecf the 
Romans in empire, and who afFeft to have fuc- 
ceeded them in politenefs, have adopted the fame 
way of thinking, though fo contrary to true good 
breeding. They have no idea that an Englifh- 
man or a German ever fees a fuit of cl oaths till 
he arrives ^t Paris. They wonder, if. you talk 
of a coach at Vienna, or of a foupe at London ; 
and are fo confident of having monopolized all 
the arts of civilized life, that with the greateft 
complaisance in the world, they aiErm to you^ 

that 
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that they fuppofe your dukes and duchefles live ia 
caves, 'With only the property of voider forefts 
than ordinary, and that Us mi lords Anglois^ with 
a mat deal of money, live upon raw flefh, and 
ride races without breeches or faddles. At their 
houfes they receive you with wonder that fhocks 
you, or with indifference that mortifies you ; and 
if they put themfelves to the torture of converfing 
with you, after you have taken infinite pains to 
acquire their language, it is merely to inform 
you, that you neither know how to drefs like a 
fenfible man, nor to eat, drink, game, or divert 
yourfelf like a chriftian. How dift^erent are our 
ATTENTIONS to foreigners ! how open our 
houfes to their nobility, our purfes to their tradef- 
men ! But without drawing antithefes between 
our politenefs and their ill-breeding, I fhall pro- 
duce an inftance in which we have puftied our re- 
finements on the duties offocietyy beyond what the 
moft civilized nations ever imagined. We are 
not only well-bred in common intercourfe, but 
our very crimes are tranfacSled with fuch a foft- 
nefs of manners, that though they may injure^ 
they are fure never to affront our neighbour. The 
inftance I mean, is, the extreme good-breeding 
that has been introduced into the fcience of rob- 
bery ; which (confidering how very frequent ii 
is become) would really grow a nuilance to foci- 
ety, if the profeflbrs of it had not taken all ima- 
ginable precautions to make it as civil a com- 
merce, as gaming, conveyancing, toad-eating, 
pimping, or any of the money-inveigling arts, 
which have already got an eftablifticd footing in 
the world. A highwayman would be reckoned 
a BRUTEi a MONSTER, if he had not all,mao- 
O % ner 
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A ner of attention not to frighten tbeladies ; and 
a) none of the great Mr. N afh's lawTrare more fa- 

rcred, than that of reftoring any favourite bauble 
to which a robbed lady has a particular partiality. 
Now turn your eyes to France. No people upon 
v^ earth has lefs of Uic fiavoir vivn than their ban- 
ditti. No Tartar has lefs douceur in his manner 
than a French highwayman. He-takes your mo- 
ney without making you a bow, and your life 
without making you an apology. This obliges^ 
their government to keep up a numerous guet, a 
feverc police, racks, gibbetSi, and twenty trouble- 
fome things, which might all be avoided, if they 
would only reckon and breed up their thieves to 
be g9<^d company, I know that fomc of our lateft 
imported young gentlemen affirm that the ficur 
I^andrieu^ the terror of the eaftern provinces, 
"Teamed to dance of Marfeille himfelf, and has;^ 
frequently fupped with the incomparable JelliotP 
But till 1 hear whether he dies like a gentleman^ I 
I fcall forbear to rank him with the petit-maitres 
I of our own Tyburn. How extreme is the poli- 
tefie of the latter ! Mrs. Chenevix has not more 
infinuation when flie fells a fnuft-box of papier 
[ TBache^ or a bergamot tooth pickcafe, than a higfa-> 
' w^man when he begs to know if you have no 
' rings or bank-bills. - 

An acquaintancc^f mine was robbed a few 
years ago, and very near ih6t through the head 
oy the going oiF of a piftol of the accomplifhed 
Mr. McLean ; yet th^ whole affair was- con- 
duced with the greateft good-breeding, on both 
fides. The robber, who had only taken a^ purfe 
this way J becaufe he had that morning been dif- 
appointed of marryxnig a great fortune, no foonor 
7 returned 
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returned to his lodgings, than he fent the gentle- 
man two letters of excufes, which with Icfe wit 
than the epiftles of Voiture, had ten times more 
natural and eafy politenefs in the turn of their ex* 
preiTion. In the poftfcript, he appointed a meet- 
ing at Tyburn at twelve at nigh^ where the gen- 
tleman might purchafe again any trifles he had 
loft ; and my friend has been blamed for not ac- 
cepting the rendezvous, as it feemed liable to be 
conftrued by ill-natured people into a doubt of 
the honour cd a man, who had given him all the 
fatisia^ioA in his power, for having t^nhukily 
been near fhooting him through the head. 

Thx Lacedemonians were the only people, 
except the Englifh, who feem to have put rob- 
bery on aright foot^ and I have often wondered 
how a nation that had delicacy enough to under- 
ftand robbing (Hi the highway, fliould at the fame 
time have been fo barbarous, as to efteem po-t 
verty,.black-broth, and virtue ! We had no high- 
waymen, that were men of fafhion, till we had 
exploded plumb-porridge. 

But of all the gentlemen of the road who 
have conformed to the manners of the great 
T^ORLD, none feem to me to have carried TRtiB 
POLITENESS fo far as a late adventurer, whom I 
beg leave to introduce to my readers under the 
title of the visiting HiofewAYMAN. This re- 
fined perfon made it a rule to rob none but people 
hi viftted \ and whenever he defigned an im«»^ 
promptu of that kind, dreffed himfelf in a rich 
iuit, went to the lady's^houfe, afked for her, and 
not finding her at home, Ufi his name with her 
porter, after enquiring which way fhe was gone. 
He then followed, or met her, on her return 
hi9mtjpropefed\ii% demands, which were generally 
O 3 for 



3i8 T H E W O R L I>. N<> 104. 

for fome favourite ring or fnuiF-box that he had > 
fccii her wear, and which he had a mind to wear 
for her feke ; and then letting her know that he 
had been to wait on her^ took his leave with a 
cool bow, and without fcampering away, as 
•ther men of failrion do from a Vifit with really 
the appearance of having ftolen fomething. 

As I do not doubt but fuch of my fair readers, 
as propofc heing at home this winter, will be impa- 
tient to fend t^is charming fmuggler (Charles 
Fleming by name) a card for their ailemblies, I 
am forry to tell them that he was hanged laft week** 

Numb. 104^ Thursday, Dec* a6> 1754. 

• Seriq cum poffvm^ quod deleSfantta malim 

^Scriberey tu can/a w, Le£ior. MARt. 

THIS being the day after the feftival of 
Chriftmas, as alfo the laft Thurfday of 
the old year^ I feel myfelf in a manner called 
upon for a paper fuitabl? to the folemnity of the 
occafion. But upon reflection I find it neceflary 
to reje<3: any fuch confideration, for the fame 
reafon that I have hitherto declined giving too 
lerious a turn to the generality of thefe enays. 
JPapcs of pleafantry, enforcing fomje lefler duty, 
or reprehending fome fafhionable folly, will be 
of more real ufe than the fineft writing and moft 
virtuous moral, which few or none will be at 
the pains to read through. I do not mean, to 
reproach the age with having no delight in any 
thing ferious ; but I cannot help obferving, th^t 
die demand for moral cflays (and the prefent 

^ time 3 
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times fiave produced many excellent ones) has of 
late falleave^-y ihort of their acknowledged merits. 

The world has always confidered amufement 
to be the principal end of a public, paper : and 
though it is th^ duty of a writer to take care 
that Tome lifeful moral be inculcated, yet unlefs 
he be happy in tne peculiar talent of couching 
it under the appearance of mere entertainment, 
his compofitions will be ufelefs; his readers will 
fleep over his unenlivened inftrudlion, or be dif- 
gufted at his too frequently overhauling old 
worn-out fubje(Sts, and retailmg what is to bft 
found in every library in the kingdom. 

Innocent mirth and levjty ^re more ap- 
parently the province of fuch an undertaking as 
this ; but whether they are really fo or not, while 
mankind agree to think fo^ the writer who (hall 
)iappen to be of a different opinion, miifl: foon 
find himfelf obliged either to lay afid? his pre- 
judices or his pen. Nor ought it to be fuppofcd 
in the prefent times, when every general topic 
is exhaufted, that there can be any other way 
of engaging the attention, than by reprefenting 
the manners as faft as they change, and enfor- 
cing the novelty of them with all the powers of 
drawing, and heightening it with all the colour- 
ing of humour. The only danger is, left the 
habit of levity Ihould tena to the admiiTion of 
any thing contrary to the defign of fuch a work. 
To this I can only fay, that the greateft care 
has been taken in the courfe of thefe papers to 
weigh and confider the tendency of every fenti- 
ment and cxpreffion ; and if any thing improper 
has obtained a place in them, I can truly afl'ert 
that it has been only owing to that inadv^rte^icy 
which attends a various publication 3 s^ \yhich 
O 4 is 



310 THE WORLD. N« 104. 

is fo inevitable, that (however ektraordinary it 
may feem to thofe who are now to be told it) 
it is notorious that there are papers printed in the 
Guardian which were written in artful ridicule 
of the very undertakers of that work, and their 
moft particular friends. 

In writin|s of humour, figures are fometimes 
ufed of fo delicate a nature, that it fliall often 
happen that fome peof^e will fee things in a di- 
rect c<mtrary fcQfe to what the author and the 
majority of readers underftand them. To fuch^ 
the moft innocent irony may appear irreligipn or 
wickednefs. But in the miiiapprehenfion of thi^ 
figure, it is not always that the reader is to 
blame. A great deal of irony may feem very 
clear to the writer, which may not be fo pro- 
perly managed as to be iaiely trufted to the va-« 
rious capacities 9iid apprehenfions of aH fi>rt9 
of readers. In fuch cafes the conductor oJF a 
paper will be liable to various kinds of cenfure^ 
though in reality nothing can be proved againft 
him but want of judgment. 

Having giveA my general reafons againft the 
too frequent writing of ferious papers, it may 
not be improper to fpeak more particularly of the 
feafon which gave rife to thefe reflexions, and 
to (hew that as matters ftand at prefent, it 
would not even be a fan<%on for fueh kind of 
compoiitions. Our anceftors confidcred Chrift- 
mas in the double light of a holy commemora- 
tion, and a chearfui feftival j and accordingly 
diftinguifhed it by devotion, by vacation from 
buiinefs, by merriment and hoTpitality. They 
&emed eagerly bent to make them^lves and 
eyery body aoout them happy. With what 
{^UaekUai «eat did they wifh one another a merryi 

Chrijlmai h 
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Chriftmai? and what an omiffion would it have 
been thought, to have concluded a letter with- 
out the comptimmts ofthefeafin ? The great halt 
refounded with the tumultuous joys of fervant? 
and tenants, and the gambols they played ferved 
as amufement to the lord of the manfion and 
his family, who by encouraging every art con-» 
ducive to mirth and entertainment, endeavoured 
to foften the rigour of the feafon, and to miti- 
gate the influence of winter. What a fund of 
delight was the chufing King and Queen upon 
Twelfth-night ? and how greatly ought we tp 
regret the negleil of mince-pies, which, befides 
the idea of merry-making inseparable from them, 
were always confidered as the teft pf fchifma- 
tics ! Howzcaloufly were they fw^Uow^ by thf^ 
orthodox, to the utter confufion of all fanatical 
recufants ! If any country gentleman ihould be 
fo unfortunate in this age as to lie under a fuf- 
picion of herefy, where will be find fo eafy a 
method^ of acquitting himfelf, as by the prdeal 
of pi umhr porridge ? 

To account for a revolution which has renr 
dered this feafon (fo eminently diftinguifhcjd for- 
merly) now fo little different from the reft pf 
the year, will be no difficult tafk. The iharp 
which devotion had in the folemnization of 
Chriftmas is greatly reduced ; and it is not tQ 
be cxpe(5led, that thofe who have no religion at 
any other time of the year, fliQuld fuddenly 
bring their minds from a habit of diffipation to '^ 
temper not very eafy to be taken up with the 
day. As to the influence which vacation from 
bufmefs and feftal mirth have had in the cele- 
bration of the holidays, they can have no par-^ 
ticular efFedl in the prefent times^ when almoft 
O 5 every 
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every day is fpent like an anniverfary rejoicing, 
when every dinner is a feaft, the very tsdiing of 
our wines hard drinking, and our common play 
gaming. It is not therefore to be wondered at, 
that there is nothing remaining in this town to 
chara<Slerize tlie time, but the orange and rofe- 
mary, and the bellman's verfes. 

The Romans allotted this month to the cele- 
bration of the feaft called the Saturnalia. During 
thefe holidays every fervant had the liberty of 
faying what he pleafed to his matter with impu- 
iMty. 

■ jfge Ubertate D^ecemiriy 

^uando ita ifiajores voluerunt^ uteri. — :— 
I wuh with all my heart that the fame indul- 
gence was allowed to- fervants in thefe times, 
provided tjiat it would be a leftraint upon their 
Kcentioufnefs through the reft of the year* 

The moft fatal revolution, and what princi- 
pally concerns this feafon, is. the toa general 
defertion* of the country, the great (bene of hof- 
pitality. Of all the follies of this age, it is th« 
kaft to be accounted for, how fmaU a part of 
fuch as throng to London in the winter, aps 
thofe who either go upon the plea of bufinefs, 
or to amufe themfelves with what were formerly 
called the pleaiures of the place* There are 
the theatres, mufic, and I may add. many other 
entertainments, which are only to be had in 
perfe6lioi\ in the metropolis : but it is. really, a 
fa<ft, that three parts in four of thofe who crowd 
the houfes which are already built, and who are 
now taking ieaies #f foundations which are t(». 
be houfes. as hA as hands can make them, come 
to town with the fole view of paiEng their time 
ever a cardi^table*. 

To 
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To what this is owing I am at a lofs to con- 
ceive J but I have at leaS the fatisfaftion of fay- 
ing, that I have not contributed to the growth 
of this folly ; nor do I find, upon a review of all 
my papers, that I have painted this town in fuch 
glowing and irrefiftible colours, as to have caufed 
this forcible attraftion. I have not fo much as 
given an ironical commendation of crowds, v/hich 
fcem to be the great allurements ; nor have I any 
where attempted to put the pleafures of the towa 
in competition with thofe of the country. On 
the contrary, it has been, and will be, my care 
during the continuance of this work, to delineate 
the manners and fafhions of a town -life fo truly 
and impartially,, as rather to fatisfv than excite 
the curiofity 01 acountrv reader, wno may be de- 
firous to know what is cloing in the world. If at 
any time I fhould allow the metropolis its due 
praifes, as being the great mart for arts, fciences 
and erudition, 1 ought not to be accufed of in- 
fluencing thofe perfons who pay their vifits to it 
upon very different confiderations : nor can any 
thing I mall fay, of the tendency above-men- 
tioned, be pleaded ia excufe for coming up to 
town merely to play at cards.. 

P.. S^ It would be dealing ungratefully by my 
correfpondents, if at the clofeof this fecond year 
I forgot to acknowledge the many obligations I 
owe them. It may alfo be neceffary to add^ that 
feveral letters are come to hand, which are not 
rejeiled, but poftponeu.. 

6 INDEX. 
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ties of his attempting to reconcile the polite ix;ith the 
grammatical part of cur language, 299. 
Irony, the danger 0/ its being miflaken^ 320.- 

Iraliaa 



INDEX. 

It alian operas, their innocence, 282, 283. Their dro^j^ 
effeBs conduci^ve to the keeping of good hours ^ 285. The 
dijintereftedntfs and conde^enjjon of their performn, 
286, 287. 

K. 
KEPT Ml&rtfi, ^cry o/9ne, 274/^282. 



LADIES, their fenterity to a fallen fijlet, ?. Their dif-- 
erect beha^'iour to their louvers, 1 o. Their great ci'vl" 
lities to the fiducers of their f ex, ibi<J. The defers of 
their education an advantage to them, and *why, 262. 
The inventors of the ge/fteefpart of our language f 298. 
Their natural tursf to the copioufnefs m^re thc^n to the 
eorreSnefi of itf ibi^il. TbtireloquenethvitfipiratipHt 
^00. i'beir itfdifftation and Itme^ honu pro4u&i'u$ of 
ne*i^ nvordsf tbid. 

Laj9i2Uage, the infmediate proof ince of the fair fex, 3po» 
raripus fajhions of language^ to 'what onvingf ^oS to 
310, 

Leonardo da Vinci ^ an obfervation of his y 162. 

Letter, /rb» Rebecca Blamelefs, 6. Fr«w Winnefred 
Bobbin y 7. From A» B, P^Pofing a nevioiicef ta be 
cafled the Ex(inguUhine; Office, 17. from a deaf 
Welchman, defiring to be recommended to the p^ of 
hearer, 24^. From S. H. on the difadvantages of 
male beauty f 36. Ots the difcowragement to tafte^ 4Z« 
From O, b. on the cuftom of gi*ving vails toJervantSf 
47. Oi* the increafe of robberies in this metropolis ^ 
5 3 . On the mifchiefs of fending youths ranu from 
fchool to French academies, 57. From Sufannah 
Frettdbit, on the vjord Vifit, co. From L. M. on 
the negleSi of the mind, 65. From L. A. on Lord 
Finical*/ library, 70. From M. B. on the ruling 
pajjions of the ladies, 84. From J. T, on tajie, 90. 
From Mary Muzzy, on the farther exploits of her fa^ 
mily, 96, From J. H. on the ladies high heels, 1 02.. 
From W . X . fropofing anoQto qualify gamejlersy 103. 

From: 



INDEX. 

Pfom A. Z. ixfitb an ahftraQ from the life of the mar* 
quis c/* Ormonde, 104. From a fer^vant, requefting 
that no more letters be publijhed againft vails ^ 106. 
From h,^, upon the phyfic of the mind^ 1 08. From 
Sir William Cecil (aftemuards Lord Burleigh ) to Sir 
Henry Norris, 142. From A. G. on her beha*vicur 
to her loverly 1 49. From Pbilocpfmos, on the agree^' 
ment between arts and manner s^ 157. From a gentle* 
fnanf upon putting romances into the hands rf joung 
ladies t 163. From A.^, defcribing and chara^trix," 
ing the maid's hufband^ 1 68 . From Sarah Meanwell, 
on the drefs of her elder Jifters^ 174. From M, A. 
complaining of her fituation among the great ^ ^7S* 
From £. L. Off the clamours againji the alteraiion of 
theftjle, 179. From M. D. on the art of making 
thunder and lightening ^ \ 87. From ayounz bride oh 

• her hujband*s n)ijiting his uncle in Berkihire, 260. 
From T. H. in the tripU capacity of parfon^. author^ 
and cuckold, 204. From Philanthos, on the euUiva^ 
tion of flo^ersi 206. From a gentleman cotnplaimng 
of the degeneracy of the times f 218*. From anoiber^ 09 
his lo*ve of mediocrity^ 263. ' From M. A, on the op" 
pojite charaSers of fwo ftfersy 266. From a young 
fwoman in keepings on her fedu&ion and penitence , 274. 
From A,2j.on the melancholy turn of a country family^ 
292. From C. D. on the necej/sty of an annual 'UO'^ 
cabulary ofnenv ivords^ 306.. 

Library, adejcription of Lord ¥imQaX\ 71 /« 74. 

Library-paper, inftru&ions to Mr, Bromwich boiAi to^. 
make it, y6. 

Life, the enjoyment of it necejfary to a preparation for 
heaven^ 129. 

Link-boy, his petition to Mr, F. A. 131, 132. 

London, /// over-grotjon fixe the caufe of the increafe of 
robberies and murders i 55. The grand inducement to 
njijtt itf 322. . 

Louis the XlVth, hhs greatejl gloryy that of making the 
French language almoft the univcrfal one, 297. 

MALL* 



INDEX. 

M. 
MALEFACTORS, how to hi made ornaments to their 

country 3 82, 
Maid's httiband» defcription ofh'm^ 169. 
M'Lean, Mr, the higb-waymant bis great honour and 

poUtene/sy 316, 317. 
Man of fenfey incompatible nf)itb a man offajhion^ and 

*whyy 264. 
Man of cfuality, not^ahwe^s a man of fajhion^ 264^ 

Inftanced in a noble lord, ibid. 
Man kind » bowo improved in morals by the circulation of 

thefe ejfays, 225. 
Manners, their affinity to arts 9 157/0 '^'* 
Madefy under obligations to the fervant njubo acquits 

himfelf .diligently and faitl^uUy 9 216. 
JAsSqixtrttdeSf" the moreuity 0^ them, 133, . 
Mathematician, the great Jsfcoveries of one, 292^ 293, 
Matron, a 'venerable one in Covent Garden, her invi' 

tation to Mr. F. A. ia2. 
Meanwdl, Sarah, her letter to Mr, F. A. 174. 
' Men, their extreme delicacy made amends for by the man« 

)ifkeis of the ^women, 41. Sometimes hypocrites in their 

laft moments, and njuhy, tzS, 
Metaftaiio, Signior, bis ut^fuccefsful attempt in bis operas t 

284. 
M etropoHs, a large one, the greateft evil of a nation, 5 5 • 
Wlicio, his cbara^er, 9^, 96. 
Middle ftation of life, thehappief, and luhy, 263. 
Minds, of the polite nvorld fiarvedfor ivant offufte* 

nance, 66. 
Moonlight, Lady Betty, her propofal to Mr, F. A. 134. 
Moor, ^ir Thonias, hisjeft upon tbefcaffold, 1 26. 
Murderer, ajeftof one at the gallo-ws, 1 26. 
Muzzy, Mary, her fecond letter to Mr, Fitz-Adam, 96. 

N. 
NAKED, the difficulty of painting it, and tvhy, 160. 
Natural philofo^hers, the great improvers of our manu^ 
failures,. 187. 

Neceffaries, 



INDEX. 

NccflTarics, tvhat, 122. 

Ncological didlion^ry, its ufe^ 30 5>. • x 

News, the genuine food of the mind t 109. 
Night, the 'various empUypunis ofit^ 1 30- 
November, /// gloomy effeSs on the dij^ofittony 28^* 
This country aiwayj undone in tkat month, ibid. 

O. 

QBSCENiTV, cof(/Ufn^nad (ft thi t^hk tf a la^^ great 

man^ andnubyj 260. - 

Od4 pcoplp, iwh^t 398. . 
Ode to Night, 135/^137. 

Operas, \tBl\^n,titeir inn^es^4mdi^/i/it/nej}^^i$ tp zS?. 
Ormoqde, M^qHi4 9/% kn a^t^mitrit njjitk m F^O^ 

nobleman, 104 /f io6. 
Orthography.^/^/ EjagKfii hi^^Mfgh '<# mtf^riaintyp 

■ P. , /■ 

PALMYRA, rutiuo/ity the meritiifthofkpriniSf 6t. 
Parizade, Jtory pf her from the Arabian taUe, izotoizz. 
Parliament, frefuemtly the ruin of couutey gmtUmtmy 1 24. 
Parliament ^/Taris, its ill hreedin^t 3 1 2. 
ParfoQ, mtahfplutelya^hfrm^er of contetfi^, and ^hyy 

32, 33- . • 

Pafchal, MonfUw, hie rem(irk on hunting, ^4. 
Paftry-cook, in St. Paul's churck-y^rd, bis mmgmjkmee^ 

on Twelfth«>day, 45, 46. 
Vsitchcs, their increaje in Jixe, 118. On what parts 0^ 

the body to he avorn, 1 1 8, 1 19. How to he made an 

honour to the /ex i II9. 
Pedantry, the charaQeriJlic of the lafi age, 250. Ho^w 

abfurdly avoided by the pre/entt 251. 
Peremptorinefs iiv converfation, a great abtife of it, 257,. 
Philaletlies, his char a^er^ 95. 
Plato, the excellence of his Sympojion, 230. 
Platonic philofophy, tti reception in the world, ?5?, 2591. 
PJ*yi defnimn <^ that fcience, 86. 

Pleafimtry 



INDEX. 

Pleafanlry and Wity the principal /upfot^s of occafimal 

<furiting^i Jf\%» 
Pliant, Sir George, bis charaSlery 233, 234. 
Poetry, Iww imfro^id hy the ftur fiXi 301. 
Politenefs, defimtion of iu 3I5. 
Politics, its bad infiutme^ on foeittyy 259. 
Poverty^ the only cure for luxury^ 1 39, 
Precifion and Pcrfpicuity, not the favourite ohjeS of 

miniftersy 294. 
Procruftes, his lyrantrf^ 115* 
^XQl^^QXy the bifioryofone^ 1 7. His fchenufor an'EX" 

tinguiflving Office^ 18. 
Profperity and Adverfity, an allegory ^ 194./^ 200. 
Public paper, the difficulties of conducing it, 5. 
Pttffing, by abufe, rbt moft fuecefsful <way ^ 273. 
Punipkin, Ralph,^ bis exploits and death y 97 to 99. 

CL 

(RAKERS, their policy^ 7. From nvhenee horronvedy 8. 
Qijeen Elizabeth, the firji introducer of Frtnchfajhions 

7ff/0 England, 141. 
Quickly, Mrs. beradttdre to FMSiff, 291. 

R. 

RAT-CATCHERS, their policy, n6. 
Reformation, the general one irought about by theft 



effays, 225. 
.obbc 



Kobberies, the increafe of them in this tonvn, to 'what 
oiuiag, 5 5 , The good breeding introduced into thai 
fcience, 315 /0319, 

Rochefaucault, an extra^uagant maxim of his ^ 1 19. 

Romances, mifchievous to young ladies 9 163. 

Romans, their unpolitenefs, 314. 

S. 
SCARFE, Dr. bonvtriattdfytbe'widowG,i^$f 154, 
Secondat, MonJUurt bis opinion if the cauft of human 
KorrupHon, 54. 

Seneca, 



INDEX. 

Seneca, bis obfimjation upon /er*oimtSi 214, 215. 
Seni Ano, his alarming heba'uieur in tbt opera of Alex* 

ander, 285. 
Sentiments, the praBice of toafting tbem^ bonn commend^ 

able in young ladies^ 1 79. 
Servants, the nectjjity of their hanging *vailsi andnuby^ 

51 to 53. Their good and bad quauties generally to be 

afcrihed to tbeir maflersy 213. Their 'uices and follies 

fometimes to be cured by good ufage^ 216. 
Shoe-cleaning, a more rejpe&abli profejjion than that of 

an author y 34» 3^* 
Silent people, their ufefulnefs in compawfy 231. 
Silly fellow, nuhat^ 308, 
Silly woman, wbat^ 308. 
Siphon, or foaker, acaUulationof the nvine be fucks ^ the 

money it cofs^ andtbetimebelofesinfevenyears^ 248. 
Sifters, oppoRte charaHers of fwoy 266 to 262, 
Sitfaft, Will, his charaSer^ 234. 
Skittle grounds in gentlemens gardens, complaints 

againfi them^ 22 j. 
Smart, Mr, his addrefs and reply to the nuido'w G. 152. 
Soaker, his charaSer^ 245. Confequences of his excefsy 

246. Dij/e^ionofafoaker^ 247. 
Society, the deftre of fhining in it a great perverjion of 

it 9 257. Injured by the exclufton of nuomenfrom all 

ferious and inJiruSfve cowuerfation^ 262. 
Song, 155. 
St. Giles's, fociety of their fecretarf s invitation to Mr, 

F.A. 133. 
Swift, Dr.tbegreatefimafierofirottyy 178. 
Sworn Extinguilher, hisfunSlionSf 20, 21. 
Sympofton of Plato, its excellencey 230. A modem 

Sympofion defcribed^ 236 /« 243. 

T. 
TACITURNITY, the dignity of it in old times, 1 1 . 
Tatte, the mijiakes of modern mmters in treating that fub^ 
pH^ 90. ^Ihe love ofmcrd order thefirji thing neceffhir- 
iry to its attainment ^ 9 1 . Falfe pretences to itf 92, ^3 . . 
'^ Tea- 



INDEX, 

Tea-cheft, a defcription of a new-fa/hioned one^ y^. 

Tears of old May-Day, an elegy, i8i to 186. 

Thunder and Lightening, the manufaQure of tbem^ 
bow improved hy eUSlrical experiment 5 i 188. Thead- 
'vantages of that manufaSure, if under parliamentary 
encouragement t ibid. Method of ^working it, 189. 
Feats perform^ by it, ibid. How to fplit a church 
Jieeple with it, mathematically fol<ved, 190, 191. 
Premiums offered by the laudable fociety of hti^x-GMi- 
c^nsfor its encouragement, 192. ^eries relating t^ 
it, 193. Anfwered, ibid, 

Tiliotfon, Dr, his objervations upon fwearing, 24 j. 

Tully, his employment in retirement, 261. 

Tufcany, Duke of, ftory of him, 114. His moderation 
imitated by Mr. F. A. 115. 

Twift, Mr. how repulfed by the widow G. 150, 151. 

V. 

VAST, vaftly, comprehenjt've meaning of thofe wordsf 

392. 
Vauxhall, the majler of it, his country boufe how fro^ 

njided with entertainments fr the mind^ 69. 
Vices, of the times ^ what, 1 39. Changed only in form 

from thofe of former times, 143. Softened by manners, 

and decorum, 1 4 1 . 
Virtu, itsJignifcatioMj 28^, 286. 
Virtue, people more likely to be praifed, into it, than i9 

be railed out of *vice, and why, 138. 
Vis, vifit and viiitation, how to be underftood,. 62, di^ 
Vifit, the uncertain meaning of that word, ^g to 62» 
Vifiting cards, how to be written, 63. 
Vifi tor, his revenge upon the Improver, 1 46, 1 47 . His 

ingenuity, 148. Honjo to foftenhim, 149. 
Vivonne, Duke de, his anfwer /o Louis the XlVth, 108. 
Vocabulary of new words, its- ufe and necejjity, 306 

/i>3io. 
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